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I have completed one year in this office and eapem a - second year enriched by experience, apiéu
by having seen the heart of masonry beating styadhgbughout New Zealand. | have personally visa#d
13 masonic districts in the country and have resgbithe utmost kindness and consideration everywhere
have been given many touching expressions of lpysilipport and esteem far beyond my deserts.

I am profoundly grateful to so many brethren theéihnot hope to express my thanks to them adeguatel
Especially am | grateful to R.W. Bro. Gilchrist, iDeputy Grand Master, and to all of the ProvinGahnd
Masters for their efficiency in the managementhafit respective districts and their personal kirsdrnie me
when in their areas. The Grand Wardens, R.W. BBaksbury and Sharpe and the other Grand Lodge
officers have likewise taken every opportunity $siat me.

As | have met my brethren from time to time, | h&vied to urge them to take a constructive attitiodfree-
masonry, a new look, as it were, at the Craft imegal, and their own lodges in particular. | hauged them
to cherish our heritage, preserve the essentialslateioand yet assess and respond to the challefgjes
present. Thus may we continue to attract and iesp&n of all ages to achievement, to charactedibgi
and the exemplification of our grand principles.

I have seen freemasonry in action from Kaikohénenrtorth to Invercargill in the south. In so doihbave
tried to meet every brother personally at eacthefrheetings which | have attended. This man to man
approach to my office has 1 believe, helped medgé¢ the strength of our Craft which is found psimuch
in our master masons, as in our officers and thosthren who have graduated to rank in Grand Loldigd.
you that freemasonry is in good heart.

It has been a great pleasure on my travels to amektalk with so many of our Maori brethren. Thedva
responds with sincerity to the principles we stiordHe is proud of the purity of his language, pgoetry of
his race, the romantic beauty of his folk-lore. éflithese traditions enable him to feel very muchamne in
the masonic fraternity. He is a natural orator haenjoys our ceremonial and our ritual. He is griegis,
and so he happily participates in our fellowshipr ®laori brother is among the most loyal to hisrdoy
and also to the Craft.

Masonic church services are regularly held in mamas and that | am sure is to be commended.avieeli
we should seek to have the privileges of attendiagonic church services at regular intervals. @itin fn
the Almighty Architect, ouhope in immortality, and our charity to all men &randation stones of our
institution.

It can be accurately affirmed that we are a religialthough undenominational institution. We shautite
often endeavour to demonstrate the fact publiclys® doing, | believe we dmservice to the Church by our
public affirmation ofour faith, and we render a service to ourselvas &seemasonry is no substitute for
church or for one's religious observances and viprstie should all be better churchmen by reasahef
fact that we are freemasons.

| spoke of providing worthy men with opportunitiesforming a favourable opinion of us. Every caradd
is asked to affirm that he sought initiation beealis had already formed that favourable opinioounf
institution. Masonry has in the past had very feindp windows" by which the uninitiated might look
through and form such an opinion. We should prowdee of these opportunities. This is a subject wel



worthy of study. The most reliable shop window Ibfsg of course, our own individual conduct in aawn
communities, and our readiness to be known as fteens, and indeed proclaim the fact.

Fellowship includes friendship and ranks as ondetrightest gems in the masonic diadem. We must
continue to nurture this attribute. We need esfigdimconsider this subject in relation to oureat
candidates. Every member on his initiation sho@dble to form a friendly and personal relationshi
his brethren forthwith. His first month as a freesma is the most critical period of his career. Hesm
receive guidance and encouragement, and if abafliple, should be given some work to do.

In the context of what | have been saying aboetfiship and fellowship, let me say that | had hoped
might have had this evening, the pleasure of tesgnce of Most Excellent First Grand Principahef t
Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealandy Yfeich to his regret and mine also, unavoidable
commitments prevented this, but he wrote me toesghis disappointment in not being able to acrgpt
invitation and thus emphasise in a positive fotma, ¢lose fraternal ties which link the Craft and/&adArch
Freemasonry.

A final word on fellowship. It is to say that in nepinion, the very noticeable trend to identify ¢adlies
increasingly with our social activities is well asled. The prosperity of the Craft depends morenherco-
operation of our ladies than has hitherto been @eladged.

The splendid work of our almoners is beyond prai$ey will never know the joy, relief and comfonely
bring to the folk in need of help, to whom theydenassistance so willingly. | have been partidylar
pleased to note that in some lodges, the almonegidarly assisted by groups of master masons.

Let us reflect briefly upon our works of benevolen©ur income for purposes of benevolence durisg la
year, the largest source being contribution frodgks, was $203,847.00. There are 203 current a@suit
being paid to needy folk totalling $56,276.00, eatianal bursaries totalling $10,238.00 per annuritevh
grants made by the Board last year for variousitztide purposes amounted to $33,161.00. Our Fund of
Benevolence at last balance date amounted to $33080. This alone is a massive record of whanim
year our fraternity has done, in the spirit of ngrfor others, but that is not nearly the wholeysto

We have by common consent been engaging in local nasamnks of benevolence using the medium of
trusts incorporated under The Charitable Trusts Baeir good works take many forms. In particulaith

the aid of Government subsidies and often aidegragts from the Board of Benevolence, ‘accommodatio
has been provided on very reasonable terms to veidelderly and infirm persons who were previously i
differently housed or homeless. In the aggreghtséd trusts provide approximately 400 flats, oer 4
hospital beds and several more similar projectsrattee planning stages. The capital outlay already
involved in these works amount to about $4,000,00@. grants made by the Board of Benevolence infid
these projects exceeds $430,000. | have talkedmatty of the residents in these flats throughoait th
country, Their expressions of gratitude are venching indeed, and are a well deserved rewardeto th
brethren in those areas where these works haveumslemtaken.

| close with a pledge which was given by a venhye@rand Master, Sir Francis Bell, who was instka
25 April, 1894. "I pledge myself to be the faithdrvant of the Craft and so long as | continu&itsnd
Master, to be to the best of my ability impartjakt and true, to uphold the just rights, privilegad powers
which we have in accordance with ancient custorarasd, and which we will never surrender or abate. |
will conserve every tradition, every ritual and sveustom, and | will endeavour so to guard andthse
power and authority you have entrusted me witht, whieen | lay them down it may be found that ther@ra
Lodge has not suffered by its choice." This pledgew give to you all.



