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The masonic lodge building, in the main streetefd¢mall Central Otago town of Clyde, is well-knoten
visitors to the district. Built of local stone, Wifour massive Corinthian pillars supporting thetico and
with windows and main door of Egyptian designjansls as a tribute to the skills of the designadsthe
faithful workmanship of the builders.

Lodge Dunstan was formed in 1867 under a Charben the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The Charter, which
still hangs on the wall of the lodge-room, was sjby the R.W. Grand Master of Scotland, John Whyte
Melville, and gave the Lodge the number 470 (S@g first lodge meetings were held in the local stho
but after the new Town Hallhe foundation stone of which had been laid bylddge, was opened on 21
October 1869, the lodge commenced an associatitrntme Town Hall which continued until the brethren
acquired their own premises in 1919.

The Town Hall was consecrated for masonic purpasasspecial meeting which followed the public
opening ceremony on 21 October 1869. At that mgdRinw. Bro. Vincent Pyke delivered an address which
was later published in full in the local paper, Binstan Times. It is reprinted below.

During the period between the passing of the pickshovel gold-miners and the start of the dredging
boom, Lodge Dunstan fell upon lean times and wdsally in recess between 1878 and 1895. On 3
September 1895 the Grand Lodge of New Zealand eplaantCharter to Lodge Duristan and allotted the
number 103 on the Register. The re-constituteddammtinued to meet in the Town Hall but, .in 1919,
purchased a building next to the Commercial HotatWv served as the lodge-room until 1956. In 194 t

old Town Hall, which had been superseded by the Waw Memorial Community Centre, was purchased by
the Lodge and after two years of spare-time renovatork by a devoted band of speculative-turned-
operative brethren, the old Town Hall became, agagn, the permanent home of Lodge Dunstan, Na. 103

Lodge Dunstan is typical of many small country lesignot a very large membership; about eighty, afith
least half of those paying half dues because tkeyr other parts of the country. There must bayna
Freemasons throughout New Zealand who had thstrifitroduction to the Craft in a lodge similaiLindge
Dunstan and who have never found, in the larggraitges, that spirit of true brotherhood they fdim
their mother lodge in that small country town.

The brethren of Lodge Dunstan are conscious of Histiorical heritage and have preserved reliaghefpast
in the shape of the apron worn by R.W. Bro. Vindeylke and the trowel used by him when laying the
foundation stone of the lodge building on 13 ApB69. Also to be seen in the lodge-room is a biaiyti
engrossed copy of the address given by R.W. Vinegkeé on the occasion of the consecration of the
building in 1869. The writer of these notes hadtbrour of delivering the same address when thdihgi
was re-opened as a masonic hall on 16 February. 1956

AN ADDRESS GIVEN BY RIGHT WORSHIPFUL BROTHER VINCENPYKE, PROVINCIAL
GRAND MASTER OF OTAGO (S.C.) ON THE OCCASION OF THEONSECRATION OF THE TOWN
HALL, CLYDE, AS A MASONIC TEMPLE, 21 OCTOBER 1869.

Brethren,

The ceremonies we have performed this evening@rammeaning rites nor the amusing pageants aflan i
hour, but have a solemn and instructive importfe3uhe to point out to you, and to impress uponryou
minds, the ennobling sentiments they are so welpsetl to convey.

This hall, designed and built by Wisdom, suppotigdbtrength and adorned by Beauty, we are first to
consecrate in the name of the great Jehovah, vibaddines us in all our works, begun and finished, to
acknowledge, adore and magnify Him. It remindsruslis fear, to enter the door of the Lodgeput our
trust in Him while passing its trials and to hopeHim for the reward of its labours.



Let, then, its altar be devoted to His service imdalls resound with His praise. May the eye \lhsee'th
in secret, witness here the sincere and unaffeiedgd which withdraws from the engagement of thelevo
to silence and privacy, that it may be exercisetth Veiss interruption and less ostentation.

Our march round the Lodge reminds us of the travilaiman life in which Freemasonry is an enliglktbn
a safe and a pleasant path. Its tesselated pavefm@oisaic work intimates -to us the chequeredrditye
and uncertainty of human affairs. Our step is time: progression, eternity.

Following our ancient constitutions, with mystites we dedicate this hall to the honour of Freemgso
Our best attachments are due to the Craft. Inrdsperity we find our joy and in paying it honowe
honour ourselves. But its worth transcends our ieoaand its glory will outsound our praise.

Brethren, it is our pride that we have our nametherrecords of Freemasonry. May it be our ambitiiat
they should shed a lustre on the immortal page.

This hall is also dedicated to Virtue. This wortppropriation will always be duly regarded while thoral
duties, which our sublime lectures inculcate witha#fecting and impressive pertinency, are chedsheur
hearts and illustrated in our lives.

As Freemasonry aims to enlighten the spirit ofgitithropy and promote the cause of charity, so wiede
this hall to Universal Benevolence, in the assuedhat every Brother will dedicate his affectionsl &is
abilities to the same generous purpose. That, wildisplays a warm and cordial affection to theke are
of the Fraternity, he will extend his benevolerganels and good wishes to the whole family of maghkin

Such, my Brethren, is the significant meaning efsblemn rites we have just performed, for suchtere
peculiar duties of every Lodge. | need not enlangéhem now, nor show how- they diverge as rays fao
centre, to enlighten, to improve and to cheer thelvcircle of life. Their import and their applitn are
familar to you all. In their knowledge and theireesise may you fulfill the high purposes of the ldlais
institution.

How many pleasing considerations, my Brethrenndttae present interview. While in almost everyeoth
association of men political animosities, contemsi@and wars interrupt the progress of humanitythed
cause of benevolence, it is our distinguished e to dwell together in peace and to engageangio
perfect individual and social happiness. While sy other nations our Order is viewed by politisiavith
suspicion and by the ignorant with apprehensiouincountry its members are too much respectechice
it the object of jealousy and mistrust. Our privassemblies are unmolested and our public celebsati
attract a more general approbation of the Craftednl, its importance, its credit and, we trustystsfulness
are raising to a height unknown in any former age.

We offer our best congratulations to the officerd members of this Lodge. We commend their zeal and
hope that it will meet with the most ample recongeerMay their Lodge be a happy resort of PietytUéir
and Benevolence. May it be protected from accidedtlong remain a monument of their attachment to
Freemasonry. May it continue to flourish! May thanion be strengthened and may their happinessabou

And when they, and we all, shall be removed froelébours of the earthly Lodge, may we be admitted
the Brotherhood of the Perfect, in the buildingzafd, the Hall not made with hands, eternal in tea\éns.




