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M.W. BRO. MAURICE THOMPSON, M .B.E., PAST GRAND MASTER
OF THE GRAND LODGE OF N.Z.

The Senior Past Grand Master of the Grand Loddé¢ 0f M.W. Bro. Maurice Thompson, died at his home
in Auckland on 28th June, 1946, at the age of &Bs/e

Bro. Thompson was born at Brock Hall, Pendringeksand came to New Zealand at the age of 24. dle to
a keen interest in motoring when it was in its g in New Zealand, and owned one of the first gars
Invercargill in 1904. He was first president of euthland Motor Association. For many years h& #o
leading part in public affairs in Invercargill, bgi chairman of the Bluff Harbour Board for a peribi® was
well known in business as a partner in the firnBodad, Small and Company until his retirement id1L9

He was chairman of the Repatriation organisatidmwercargill for eight years, and later held theng
position in Timaru for a further seven years, aft@ving there in 1922.

He was also keenly interested in Freemasonry, keeimgmber of Lodge Southern Cross, No. 9, and Lodge
Timaru, No. 196, He attained to the high and eggh@sition of Grand Master, holding the office foe
years 1912 and 1913. He was also an Ex. CompedRdyal Arch Degree.

During World War No. 1 he was actively engagedatriptic work, raising funds for this purpose. Dhgi
this period his Masonic, civic and patriotic dutreast been very exacting and onerous, but he dathvem
out with distinction and credit, for which he wasaaded the M.B.E., a coveted honour,

In 1930 he took up residence at 19 Kitenui AvermMie Albert, Auckland, joining Lodge Owairaka, N4,
where he was welcomed with all the ceremony dueg@xalted rank. We shall always remember him for
his ever ready assistance and advice so freelygivall times, He was also a keen enthusiast ddgkes to
possess their own Temples, and presented a valsigbl®r this pure pose on New North Road, Mt. i)
on the 16th February, 1939.

Our late brother has steadily and consistently niadiés small garage, furniture and fittings foe th
proposed Temple. This valuable help was much ajgtegtby the members of Lodge Owairaka and
approved by the Board of General Purposes. Helbaset aside framed photographs of Past Grandeiast
of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand and many othits gji the event of his death. He was one of the
Trustees of the Lodge, and last year was made aordry Member.

Even during World War 2 he was not idle, having sag to the time of his death 300 articles of fium,
which realised the sum of £200, for Patriotic Fuiidss indeed was a truly wonderful patriotic effand
gesture.

M.W. Bro. Maurice Thompson, P.G.M., will be rememdxzkby all who came within his sphere as a great
Mason, a good citizen, a loyal and patriotic suljand a fine Christian gentleman.

A TRIBUTE.

The following tribute was paid to our late M.W. Brer by the Provincial Grand Master, R.W. Bro. W. W
Wright, when carrying out the cremation ceremony:—

"Once again the Grim Reaper has visited our rankistaken away one of the bright and shining ligits
Masonry. In the death of M.W. Bro. Maurice ThompsBrG.M., a truly good man and a distinguished
Freemason has passed on to the great beyond. Weng@sahim greatly from the scenes of this earttig;
but his name, his influence and his work for thedjof Freemasonry will live in our hearts until Emwith
us shall be no more, for the man who is really gmod useful in this life never dies, because higka/bve
after him.



"M.W. Bro. Thompson was an inspiration to every blasvho had the privilege and pleasure of being
associated with him. His kindly greeting and eeady smile will be greatly missed. He gave of hiiinse
freely for the advancement of the Order. What hdediook to do he did with intelligence and enthsisia
M.W. Bro. Thompson had a wide knowledge and deejerstanding of the great principles of Freemasonry,
and his chief objective was to imbue his fellow las with a portion of his own veneration for the
Fraternity. He not only had the esteem and affaaticthe brethren of Auckland, but he was loved and
admired by Freemasons throughout New Zealand, egpecially in the Southland District, where hedive
during his main Masonic career. To have reachedathle of G.M., the highest position in N.Z. is scifint
proof of his sincerity and ability. Masonry haseaed sustained a great loss in the death of M.W. Bro
Maurice Thompson, P.G,M."



