
 



 
 



 
"TO MEN OF GOODWILL." 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

FTER six war Christmases we approach again a  Christmas which, at least by contrast, may be called a 

Christmas of Peace. Though it is at best an uneasy peace, with turmoil, strife and the echoes of war on 

all sides, we come to it with thankfulness. It brings us relief from our greater anxieties, and anticipation of 

the end of separations. There will be reunions—a family Christmas—and expectation of other reunions when 

the last of our Forces return. There is the knowledge that we work no longer for destruction and the 

aggravation of war, but for construction and relief of war-caused suffering. But most of all there is renewal 

of hope. An evil force has been overcome; we have again the opportunity to work positively for the 

establishment of good. 

The atmosphere may not appear favourable; but, paradoxically, that is in itself a favourable sign. We have 

delusions still, but they are not the delusions that clouded our minds and weakened our hands in 1918. The 

false expectations of the Millennium in 1918 have been replaced in 1945 by an exaggerated realism. Twenty-

seven years ago we thought the end of the war meant the end of all war. And this was to be without any 

particular effort or sacrifice on our part. The sacrifice of lives, it was believed, had bought for the survivors 

peace that could be enjoyed carelessly, even riotously. Now few hold such a vain belief. Our problems and 

difficulties are clearly seen; our strength to overcome them is doubted. It is well that there should be this 

clear vision of difficulties; but we must beware of doubt—doubt that saps strength and leads to the morass of 

despair. Properly viewed, a frank perception of problems is the best preparation for their solution. But it must 

be a constructive and courageous perception. This we have every reason to hold. Endurance has been 

tempered and tested as never before. From the years of war testing we believe there should emerge a will for 

peace that is much more than wishful, a will to peace that spells determination. That is the second factor that 

supports hope. Never before in living memory has there been so great a potential force ready and waiting to 

be directed to peace-making and peace-keeping. 

A third factor that gives strong reason for hope is that the nature of true peace is better known. Some people 

may still nurse the delusion that relieves them of responsibility, and say that wars are made by rulers, or 

armament firms or other agencies that act against the will of the people. But the British Prime Minister spoke 

truth when he declared that an organisation of united nations must be something more than an agreement 

between Governments. "It must be an expression of the will of the common people in every country." True 

peace-must be a people's peace; not merely for the people, but made by the people. Rulers may be the 

instruments through which a declaration of war comes, but rulers in the long run can neither keep peace nor 

make war unless their people—either actively or through weak neglect of their moral duty—permit it. 

It is here that the question becomes intimately personal, and Masonic—for Masonry inculcates principles 

through persons. We cannot, as Freemasons, come into public affairs and submit a peace plan; but we can 

strongly affirm and constantly practise the principles that our Craft teaches: the duty of citizens to accept and 

actively support wise social measures, to broaden the basis of goodwill and understanding between all men, 

and to regard the  

discharge of these obligations as a personal responsibility. The truth of this personal obligation is being 

perceived; we can emphasise it„ 

Another fact that is also beginning to be perceived— and this gives further reason for hope—is that peace 

can neither be made nor kept in a vacuum. It must be in close contact with and related to the whole of life; it 

must be supported by and linked with "the things that make for peace." The fierce judgment of Jehu to 

Joram's messengers: "What hast thou to do with peace? Turn thee behind me" has its lesson today for those 

who think that peace can be established and maintained without correction of the evils whence wars spring. 

And States cannot bring about the correction unless their people will it and work for it. New Zealand cannot 

deal justly with other countries unless the people of New Zealand are just, unselfish, honest, industrious and 

charitable. We have fought and overcome the forces of pride, might, tyranny and aggression. We must 

beware now lest we be overcome—as has often happened in history—by those evils we have vanquished. 

A 



Not without reason Paul warned his people: "Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." It is in 

this time of peace that our test is to be made—a test of whether we will work and sacrifice to 'establish the 

conditions that make for peace. For it is only so that the Christmas message and promise has meaning: "On 

earth peace to men of goodwill." 

———————— 

MASONRY RESTS ON TRUTH. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

"If we examine the foundations of Masonry we find that it rests upon the most fundamental of all truths, the 

first truth and the last, the sovereign and supreme Reality. Upon the threshold of its Lodges every man, 

whether prince or peasant, is asked to confess his faith in God the Father Almighty, the Architect and Master 

Builder of the Universe. That is not a mere form of words, but the deepest and most solemn affirmation that 

human lips can make."—W. Bro. Joseph Gaetano. 

———————— 

The Editor and staff of the "N.Z. Craftsman" return hearty thanks and appreciation for the many kind mes-

sages received for the Festive Season. In reciprocating, it is their sincere wish that all readers, contributors, 

supporters and members of the Craft generally may experience Happiness and Prosperity in the New Year. 

 



 

that V.W. Bro. Griffiths has been untiring in his efforts to further the prestige of the Craft. The rank of Past 

Grand Warden is recommended. 



V.W. Bro. A. de T. Gould, P.G.Lec., aged 70.—Joined Victory Lodge, No. 40, in 1925, from Southern Star 

Lodge, No. 735, E.C. Charter Member and second Master of Lodge Nelson, No. 288, which office he held in 

1928. Grand Lecturer, 1933-37. The Provincial Grand Master, Nelson and Marlborough District, reports that 

V.W. Bro. Gould did excellent work as a Grand Lecturer and still maintains an active interest in the work of 

the Craft. The rank of Past Grand Warden is recommended. 

W.. Bro. Thomas D. Jamieson, P.G.B.B., aged 69.—Initiated in Lodge Dunstan, No. 103, in 1898, and 

became Master in 1906; joined The Lodge of Otago, No. 7, in 1907 and The Service Lodge, No. 237, of 

which Lodge he was the first Chaplain. Member of Otago United Board of Inquiry, 1922-45. Grand Bible 

Bearer, 1933. The rank of Past Grand Chaplain is recommended. 

W. Bro. William J. M. Dawson, aged 63.—Initiated in Lodge Star, No. 219, S.C., in 1903, and made a life 

member of that Lodge in 1912. Affiliated with Lodge Whangarei, No. 102, in 1915, and served as Master for 

two years, 1920 and 1921. Secretary from 1923 to 1925. Served as Chairman of Building and Hall 

Committees and as a member of the Finance Committee. He was appointed a Lodge trustee in 1932. Grand 

Steward, 1932. The Provincial Grand Master, Auckland District, greatly appreciates the outstanding Masonic 

services rendered by W. Bro. Dawson. The rank of Past Grand Director of Ceremonies is recommended. 

W. Bro. W. M. Thomson, P.G.B.B., aged 81.—Affiliated with Lodge Ruataniwha, No. 172, from Lodge 

Shettleston St. John, No. 128, S.C., in 1921. Joined Lodge Lion, No. 114, in 1925. Honorary Member of 

Lodges No. 114 and No. 172. Joined Lodge Victoria, No. 21, in 1944. The rank of Past Assistant Provincial 

Grand Master is recommended. 

W. Bro. Arthur C. Pearman, aged 93.—Initiated in Lodge Waipa. No. 119, in 1905. Master in 1911. Charter 

Member and first Master of Lodge Kumeu, No. 279, in 1926. The Provincial Grand Master, Auckland 

District, reports that W. Bro. Pearman still takes a very active interest in the work of his Lodge. The rank of 

Past Grand Deacon is recommended. 

W. Bro. William A. Veitch, aged 74.—Initiated in Bedford Lodge, No. 25, in 1900; joined Lodge St. John, 

No. 37, and served as Master in 1904; Charter Member of Lodge Moutoa, No. 195, in 1913; joined Lodge 

Otari, No. 190, in 1939, and has held the office of Chaplain for the past three years. The rank of Past Grand 

Deacon is recommended. 

W. Bro. Charles E. Evenden, aged 68.—Initiated in Lodge Kumara, No. 65, in 1902 and became Master in 

1905. He has been a tower of strength to his Lodge and has proved himself a stalwart in the cause of 

Freemasonry. The rank of Past Grand Deacon is recommended. 

W. Bro. Alexander Heron, aged 83.—Initiated in Phoenix Lodge, No. 1690, E.C., in 1885. Joined Lodge 

Pacific, No. 1229, E.C., and became Master in 1893. Secretary of Lodge Southern Cross for three years and 

later joined Lodge Koranga, No. 197, of which Lodge he is still a member. Present Secretary of South 

Canterbury Board of Enquiry, which office he has held since 1923. The rank of Past Grand Deacon is 

recommended. 

W. Bro. Walcot J. Wood, aged 82.—Initiated in Lodge Avon, No. 2627, E.C., in 1908. Foundation Member 

and first Master of Lodge Riccarton, No. 276, in 1925. The rank of Past Grand Bible Bearer is 

recommended. 

W. Bro. G. A. Cornish, aged 71.—Initiated in Lodge Te Aroha, No. 52, in 1906. Master in 1914. Has been 

Treasurer and -a Trustee since 1922. The rank of Past Grand Bible Bearer is recommended. 

W. Bro. Thomas G. Niven, aged 71.—Initiated in Lodge Aorangi, No. 89, in 1900 and served as Master in 

1906. Joined Lodge Ulster, No. 62, in 1915; member of the Board of Benevolence in 1936-37 and 1943-44. 

The Provincial Grand Master, Wellington District, reports that W. Bro. Niven has always given good service 

in the cause of Freemasonry. The rank of Past Grand Sword Bearer is recommended. 

W. Bro. Edward Turley, aged 68.—Initiated in The Hiram Lodge, No. 46, in 1902; Master in 1907. Director 

of Ceremonies for 20 years. A very active member until his health broke down a year or two ago. The rank 

of Past Grand Standard Bearer is recommended. 

In pursuance of Rule 14, Book of Constitution, the Board expressly declares that in its opinion each of the 

Brethren named merits the specified honour by reason of the special service he has rendered to the Craft. 

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERS. 

The Board regrets to report the resignations of three Provincial Grand Masters and places on record its 

sincere appreciation of the services rendered by them and all other Provincial Grand Masters. Special 

reference is made to the outstanding service given to the Craft by M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson, who has 

intimated that he wishes to retire from active service as Prov. Grand Master of the Auckland District. 



R.W. Bro. Dykes, who has completed four years of service as Provincial Grand Master of Otago District, and 

R.W. Bro. Baird, who has served in a similar capacity in the Nelson and Marlborough District for a period of 

two years, have requested permission to retire at the conclusion of the present term. 

The Board extends every good wish to these brethren.  

PAPAKURA MASONIC BOYS' HOME. 

During a portion of the year the home had its full complement of 10 boys, but during the latter portion of the 

year the mothers of two of the boys desired to resume the care and custody of their respective boys as they 

considered that their positions had sufficiently improved as to warrant their acceptance of the responsibility 

for their toys' future maintenance and support. Four other boys will probably be leaving the home before the 

commencement of next year. The mothers of two of the boys have recently remarried and the committee are 

of opinion that the boys should return to their respective mothers and stepfathers so that their places in the 

home may be filled by more deserving cases. The mothers of the other two boys are desirous of resuming 

their care for the purpose of carrying into effect certain plans which they have formulated for their future. 

The parents of all the boys who have left or contemplate leaving speak in glowing terms of appreciation of 

the care and attention which their respective boys have received in the home 

Entertainment of the boys during the year has been provided by many zealous brethren to the great 

enjoyment of the inmates. Over 250 brethren have visited the home during the year, which visits have greatly 

impressed the boys as evidence of the interest which is being taken in their welfare. The erection of a new 

cottage home has not yet, owing to present economic conditions, been proceeded with. Despite these 

conditions, it does not appear that such erection would be warranted in face of the existing circumstances 

connected with the home's operations. The committee do not consider that the urgency for a new home is 

sufficient to warrant its erection when urgent housing requirements for the general community should have 

priority for all materials and labour available in the near future. A permit, therefore, if granted, would not 

appear to be fair or justifiable under existing trade conditions and requirements. 

The committee record their appreciation of the excellent work rendered by V.W. Bro. L. Tustain and Mrs. 

Tustain in the management of the home and to their untiring zeal in the training of the boys, who they 

consider and treat as if they were members of their own family. 

KIRKPATRICK MASONIC INSTITUTE. 

The chairman of the Board of Governors, W. Bro. W. A. Armstrong, in his annual report for the year ended 

31st December, 1944, states that the Institute continues to progress in a satisfactory manner. Commenting on 

the financial position of the Institute he says, "The Income and Expenditure Account shows a deficit of £37 

18s. 5d. after the usual provision by way of Reserve for Depreciation and Renewals of £73 0s. 3d. In view of 

the fact that the Institute was filled to capacity during the year, and bearing in mind the increased cost in 

living under nearly every heading, we feel that the result has been comparatively satisfactory. Looking to the 

future, however, we have to remember that we have been advised recently by the Public Trust Office that the 

rate of interest on Investments in the Common Fluid, from which we draw our income, is being reduced and 

the consequent loss in income will render it impossible to balance our budget while we are maintaining the 

Institute at anywhere near full capacity. However, the Board has some reserves, and we have no doubt that if 

the time comes when we feel that we should appeal to Lodges, the response from the Craft will be entirely 

satisfactory." 

During the year six children were admitted and one child left the Institute, which is being maintained .at full 

capacity. The general health of the girls appears to be satisfactory, the result of the half-yearly medical 

examination being of a favourable tenor. 

The Board intends to give consideration during the year to the question of extensions to the recreation room 

and the second storey of the home. 

NEW ZEALAND LODGE, No. 5175. 

Although very little correspondence has passed between, New Zealand Lodge and Grand Lodge during the 

war years, the Lodge's summonses, which come to hand regularly, indicate that the Lodge is functioning well 

and is making good progress. Brethren who have returned from the Home Land report that all overseas 

visitors, and particularly those from New Zealand, are well received and made to feel very much at home. 

The Board wishes No. 5175 continued success. 

THE WAR AND THE 2nd N.Z.E.F. MASONIC ASSOCIATION. 

The Board feels that in expressing thankfulness to T.G.A.O.T.U. for the victorious cessation of the war, it is 

echoing the thought uppermost in the minds of all Freemasons. 



With reference to Grand Lodge's approval of the Board's recommendation in 1939 that the dues of brethren 

who were accepted for active service with His Majesty's Forces be remitted, the Board now recommends that 

this concession be discontinued as from 31st December, 1945. 

The Board places on record its appreciation of the fraternal hospitality extended to brethren who were 

overseas with the 2nd New Zealand Expeditionary Force. All returned brethern speak most highly of the 

warm-hearted reception which was accorded them by Lodges in Cairo and other parts of Egypt. Our brethren 

have very many happy recollections of their Masonic contacts in the land of the Pharaohs. 

CONDITION OF THE CRAFT. 

308 Lodges. Membership as at 30th June, 1944 ..  28,431 

ADD— 

Charter Members ..  114 

Initiations ..  1,520 

Joinings ..  702 

 ---    2,336 

  30,767 

LESS- 

Demitted and Resigned Clear ..  647 

Struck off and Resigned in Arrears ..  77 

Deceased ..  487 

 —    1,211 

Membership at 30th June, 1945. .   29,556 

The net gain for the year ended 30th June, 1945, was 1,125, as against 746 for the previous year. 

The figure at 29,556 marks a new record of membership. 

NEW LODGES. 

Since the presentation of the last report to Grand Lodge, six new Lodges have been constituted—one by 

M.W. Bro. Teagle, three by the Grand Master, and two by the Pro Grand Master—as follows:— 

Waverley Kilwinning, No. 311, Charter members 35, consecrated 13th October, 1944. 

Zetland,  No. 312, Charter members 56, consecrated 27th March, 1945. 

The Services Lodge of Hawkes Bay, No. 313, Charter members 108, consecrated 1st October, 1945. 

Howick, No. 314, Charter members 68, consecrated 26th September, 1945. 

Te Puni, No. 315, Charter members 70, consecrated 24th September, 1945. 

Te Papa, No. 316, Charter members 28, consecrated 28th September, 1945. 

MASONIC SCHOLARSHIPS. 

In accordance with the decision of Grand Lodge in 1944 to provide scholarships for deserving children of 

Freemasons, Lodges were invited to nominate suitable candidates. Only three nominations were received by 

the Scholarship Committee. Of these two were chosen, the third candidate not being eligible as he was over 

the prescribed age. The successful candidates were Paul Anthony Arthur, nominated by Lodge Maungawhao, 

No. 168, and Marjorie Tui Kelpe, nominated by Lodge Manawatu Kilwinning, No. 47, 

From the splendid reports furnished by the principals of the schools which these pupils are now attending, 

the committee has good grounds for believing that the opportunity for obtaining further secondary education 

will be fully appreciated. 

The Committee and the Board of General Purposes urge lodges to keep the scholarship scheme in mind, with 

the object of nominating suitable candidates from time to time. 

HOSPITAL VISITING COMMITTEES. 

The Board reports that in many districts hospital visiting committees have been firmly established and are 

carrying out splendid work. In order to encourage those who are engaged in this laudable undertaking, the 

Board is prepared to recommend that grants be made from time to time by the Board of Benevolence to meet 

part of the expense incurred by the Committees in providing comforts to those brethren who are laid aside by 

sickness. During the year, grants were made to three districts in which hospital visiting committees are 

functioning. The hope is expressed that committees will be organised in all districts. 

GRAND LODGE OFFICE. 

Unfortunately considerable delay was experienced in transferring Grand Lodge Office Staff to Dunedin from 

Wellington early in the year, the transaction taking close on five months, but a temporary office under one 



member eased the position to some extent. After locating suitable office accommodation, three months were 

occupied in the erection of a strongroom, a necessary protection for our records. 

The Board places on record its appreciation of the manner in which all members of the staff stood up to the 

exceptional inconvenience over such a long period. It is only recently that one family has been able to secure 

reasonable housing accommodation, and happily all are now more or less satisfactorily provided for in this 

respect. 

It is noted that the cost of transferring the office and staff from Wellington to Dunedin was more than double 

that of eight years ago, and the future prospects are that the peripatetic system will cost an average of £500 

per annum. 

During the year the Board took the opportunity to review the salaries of the staff in relation to the general 

increases that have been authorised under the various awards, and suitable adjustments were made. In this 

connection the Board considers the Grand Secretary should also be included and therefore recommends that 

his salary should be increased from £800 to £900 per annum. 

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

Dealing with the annual balance sheet, the Grand Treasurer, V.W. Bro. J. C. H. Somerville, referred to the 

newly-established Masonic Scholarship Fund, and said that the total of accumulated funds invested was 

£236,000, an increase of £11,938, which must be considered satisfactory. The earning power of the funds 

had depreciated, and might still have a further downward trend, but the increase in investments would largely 

offset the reduced earning, as was shown in the total income for the past year. During the coming financial 

year £6000 would fall due for reinvestment, probably at a lower rate of interest. The Board of General 

Purposes had taken up 210,000 in the Victory Loan, from two points of view: as an investment, and as a 

patriotic gesture, The depreciation of the £ in the last few years had had its reflection in the general or 

working account. 

THE BENEVOLENT FUNDS. 

In moving the adoption of the report of the Board of Benevolence, the president of the Board, V.W. Bro. J. 

Bews, drew attention to the fact that disbursements during the year had increased by £141 and that £170 had 

been made available to hospital visiting committees to provide comforts for sick brethren in hospital. 

Dealing with the Widows' and Orphans' and Aged Masons' Fund, he said that the total income for the year 

amounted to £20,050, of which £11,451 represented voluntary contributions received at the hands of Lodges 

throughout the territory—an increase of £1044 on the previous year. The Board was very pleased with this 

excellent response, and he thanked the Lodges for their splendid effort. The per capita contribution had been 

increased from 7/5 to 7/10, which was a sure indication that brethren were showing a practical interest in this 

most commendable part of the work of the Craft. Four Lodges had made contributions of over 30/- per head, 

and 109 had reached or exceeded the per capita average of 7/10. All Lodges except one had been able to 

maintain their previous year's contributions. Continuance of this interest was earnestly hoped for so that the 

Board might dispense a full measure of succour to those who were finding life's journey somewhat difficult. 

The Board urged Lodges to take an annual survey of their members and thus assure that no member, widow 

or orphan was unfavourably placed. Interest on investments had increased by £420, and amounted to £7503. 

This increased revenue was derived from extra capital employed in investments. 

Discussing the widened scope of the Social Security Act now operative, with the benefits increased by about 

10/- a week, V.W. Bro. Bews said that this had resulted in further deserving cases being able to qualify for 

and receive assistance. The increased Social Security benefits would be of considerable help to the aged and 

sick and also to widows and orphans who were unfavourably placed. 

Referring to the Special (War) Benevolent Fund, the president said that nine loans, aggregating £1190, were 

current as at September 30, 1945. The position of four of these, amounting to £588, however, was 

unsatisfactory, and they must be considered to be irrecoverable. There was only one way to deal with them—

to write them off during the coming year. V.W. Bro. Bews said he looked for a lead from Grand Lodge in the 

matter. 

In conclusion, he commended to all brethren the practice of kindness and brotherly love, which would 

assuredly result in the furtherance of the benevolent work entrusted to their care. 

The reports on the funds were adopted, and after some discussion it was agreed on the suggestion of M.W. 

Bro. E. C. Smith, who took the chair as the Grand Master was obliged to retire, that the Board be authorised 

to write off such amounts as in its discretion it thought right and proper, 

 



GENERAL PURPOSES: 

The report of the Board of General Purposes was dealt with clause by clause and finally adopted with 

amendments. 

Grand Lodge paid silent tribute to the 49 brethren who passed to their rest during the year under review. 

When the recommendations for Past Grand rank were under discussion, V.W. Bro. Arch. Burns, Jun., Past 

G.Reg., suggested to the Board that in future some slight increase should be made in the number of brethren 

recommended each year. 

The President of the Board of General Purposes, V.W. Bro. C. G. Hedge, moved that a hearty vote of thanks 

be accorded to the retiring Provincial Grand Masters for their eminent service to Freemasonry. 

The work of M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson, the retiring Provincial Grand Master of Auckland, was referred to 

in turn by R.W. Bro. Girling. P.D.G.M., R.W. Bro. W. W. Wright, P.Pres.B.B., M.W. Bro. C. L. 

MacDiarmid, P.G.M., and the Grand Master Elect. R.W. Bro. Wright paid a particularly eloquent tribute to 

Bro. Nicholson's qualities as a man and a Freemason. 

The motion was carried. 

The Grand Master Elect read a letter from M.W. Bro. Nicholson drawing attention to the fact that V.W. Bro. 

Norman B. Spencer, P.Pres.G.P., had donated to the Auckland Masonic Temple, Ltd., together with the 

requisite cabinets, a fine Masonic collection which was one of the most valuable in the British Empire, 

second only to that held by the Grand Lodge of England, and suggesting its inspection by brethren from the 

various parts of the Dominion. Grand Lodge passed a motion expressing the appreciation of the brethren 

assembled of V.W. Bro. Spencer's generous fraternal action. 

When the report on the Papakura Boys' Home was under consideration, R.W. Bro. Wright took the 

opportunity to suggest to secretaries of Lodges which had placed boys in the institution that they show their 

interest in the boys by writing to them at least twice a year asking them about their progress and whether 

they were happy in the home. 

Alluding to the close of the war, V.W. Bro. Hedge said the Board found it difficult adequately to express the 

feelings of all brethren that hostilities had ceased and that they could now assist in restoring a chaotic world 

to peaceful pursuits. The indications were that this was going to be more difficult than the organisation that 

handled the war, and as Freemasons they must see that the principles of toleration, charity of thought, and 

truth were applied with double diligence in the immediate future. The Board felt sure that the brethren would 

agree that the time had now arrived to cease the remission of dues of service brethren. 

When Grand Lodge came to deal with the proposal to increase the salary of the Grand Secretary to £900 an 

amendment to the Board's recommendation was put forward that the amount be increased to £1000, and this 

was unanimously approved. 

The firm of James Brown, of Dunedin, was appointed Grand Lodge auditors for the ensuing year. 

 

 

 



AMENDMENTS TO LAWS OF GRAND LODGE. 

The Board of General Purposes recommended several amendments to the laws of Grand Lodge. 

The first of these was designed to increase the status of Assistant Provincial Grand Master to take place 

immediately below that of Past Presidents of the Board of Benevolence. The President of the Board said the 

Board did not see that this meant anything derogatory to the Grand Lecturers, who were thus placed lower in 

the list. The proposal was approved. 

The Board also recommended that 'one Grand Director of Ceremonies be appointed for each province or 

district in which there were twenty or more Lodges (instead of a total of four), and the removal of the 

limitation of eight Assistant Grand Directors of Ceremonies. There was some discussion of this motion, and 

after the luncheon adjournment it was announced that following a consultation the Board had accepted a 

suggestion that there should be one full G.D.C. for each district with twenty or more Lodges and one Asst. 

G.D.C. for each district with 35 or more Lodges. This was declared carried on a show of hands. There was 

then a move for the appointment of a Grand Director of Ceremonies for all districts, irrespective of the 

number of Lodges, but the Board of General Purposes declined to accept it. On a show of hands being taken, 

however, the amendment proposed was carried with a majority of seven. 

Rule 190 was amended by increasing the fees payable by Lodges to Grand Lodge as follows:— 

Registration of a Mason, including Grand Lodge certificate, from 17/6 to RAM. 

Duplicate Grand Lodge certificate from 5/- to 10/6. 

If Grand Lodge certificate required, additional, from 7/6 to 10/6. 

Registration or alteration in name or Title of Lodge from 10/6 to £1/1/-. 

Perusing and certifying Bylaws from 10/- to 10/6. Perusing and certifying amendments to Bylaws from 5/-to 

10/6. 

Every Craft Lodge for each of its members, half-yearly, save as provided in Rule 160a, from 1/9 to 2/-, 3d. of 

this to be applied to the Masonic Scholarship Fund. 

Machinery changes were made in respect to the voting procedure in Grand Lodge. 

The Lodge of Otago, No. 7, had entered an appeal against a decision of the Board of General Purposes 

affecting two candidatures upon the ground that the Board's directions were contrary to the principles of 

natural and Masonic justice, but with the permission of Grand Lodge this and consequential motions bearing 

upon it were withdrawn. 

The same Lodge proposed that all nominations for Grand Lodge office should be communicated to the 

Lodges in the province or district from which such nominations emanated, and balloted upon by each Lodge, 

the candidate receiving the greatest number of votes for each office to be deemed to be elected. The Board of 

General Purposes opposed the remit, which was lost by an overwhelming majority. 

Lodge Arawhaiti, No. 267, proposed that no amendment made to Article V of the Constitution and Laws 

(relating to the location of Grand. Lodge Office) be considered by Grand Lodge unless and until such 

proposed amendment should have been approved by the individual resolution of not less than three-fifths of 

the Lodges on the Register of Grand Lodge. The Board of General Purposes regarded the proposal as 

unworkable, and after some debate it was lost. 

INSTALLATION CEREMONY. 

The ceremony of installing the Grand Officers for the year was held in the evening in the Auckland Town 

Hall, which was almost completely filled. A feature of the proceedings was the music, provided by an 

orchestra and choir under the conductorship of V.W. Bro. T. J. Buchan, with Bro. Trevor Sparling at the 

grand organ. Bro. F. Campbell was the musical director. 

The Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Smith, was inducted and invested by M.W. Bro. Sir Cyril Newell, and other 

principal officers were announced, and installed if present, as follows:— 

Deputy Grand Master: R.W. Bro. E. J. Guiness, of Wellington. 

Provincial Grand Masters: Canterbury Province, R.W. Bro. A. J. Jones; Auckland District, R.W. Bro. W. W. 

Wright; Wellington District, R.W. Bro. S. M. Stone; Otago District, R.W. Bro. H. Archbold; Waikato 

District, R.W. Bro. A. Bullock; Southland District, R.W. Bro. J. D. Campbell; Hawkes Bay District, R.W. 

Bro. E. C. Hurdsfield; West Coast District, R.W. Bro. D. McIvor; Nelson and Marlborough District, R.W. 

Bro. F. Mogridge; Taranaki District, R.W. Bro. Dr. W. T. Simmons; Ruapehu District, R.W. Bro. J. A. Nash. 



Assistant Provincial Grand Master for Wellington, V.W. Bro. C. H. Taylor; Assistant Provincial Grand 

Master for Nelson and Marlborough, V.W. Bro. R. A. Craighead. 

Senior Grand Warden, R.W. Bro. H. R. A. Vialoux, of Auckland; Junior Grand Warden, R.W. Bro. A. F. 

Fisher, of Christchurch. 

Grand Lecturers: Wellington District, V.W. Bro. Rev. H. R. Fell; Canterbury Province, V.W. Bro. Dr. Ross 

Hepburn; Ruapehu District, V.W. Bro. W. H. Sanford; Hawkes Bay District, V.W. Bro. G. H. Davies; Otago 

District, V.W. Bro. J. B. Thompson. 

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

Addressing the assembly, M.W. Bro. Smith said that when, 30 years ago, he crossed the threshold of his 

mother Lodge, he did not in his widest imaginings dream that he would be called upon to fill the high office 

of Grand Master of New Zealand. As he spoke, he said, he was stirred by two emotions, of pride and 

humility. He would not be human if he did not respond to the confidence his brethren had reposed in him in 

elevating him to rule over and guide their Masonic destinies during the ensuing year. But he would not be 

fitted for the office if he were not conscious of the dignity and importance of the office and its obligations 

and responsibilities. That sense of responsibility had been deepened for him by the address of the Installing 

Grand Master outlining the qualifications of a Grand Master. Frankly, said M.W. Bro. Smith, he knew he 

should not be able to attain to that high standard of conduct, but as God gave him wisdom and strength he 

would endeavour to discharge his duties. Like many others, he had joined the Craft prompted by a favourable 

opinion of the institution and a desire for knowledge. Like them he had remained in it from a sincere wish to 

be of service to mankind. His contribution would be the gift of such talents as he possessed to the cause of 

Freemasonry. In the execution of his task he asked for, and knew that he would receive, the cordial and loyal 

support of the brethren. 

M.W. Bro. Smith paid a tribute to the enthusiasm and efficiency with which M.W. Bro. Sir Cyril Newall had 

carried out the duties of Grand Master, and asked him, on his return to the Old Country, to convey to the 

people, and particularly the Masonic brethren there, the deep sympathy of the members of the Craft in New 

Zealand in their trials and a prayer that their sacrifices for a better world might not have been in vain. 

In conveying greetings to the brethren of the sister Constitutions overseas, the Grand Master said that the 

Grand Lodge of New Zealand still remained loyal to the ancient landmarks and had always endeavoured to 

be true to the best traditions of Freemasonry and to maintain and enforce a high standard of ritual, of 

ceremony, and of conduct. He conveyed greetings also to the representatives near the Grand Lodge of New 

Zealand, and made a special appreciative reference to the interest visiting brethren from America had taken 

in Masonic work in the Dominion and to the contributions they had made to the funds. The hardships of the 

war had brought men closer together as they had fought for the common cause. Heroism and devotion had 

not been the exclusive possession of any one race or nation. The cessation of war had left what seemed to be 

the greater task of restoring the tangled structure of civilisation and of building again the shattered 

institutions of decent and orderly living and setting up safeguards against another future conflict worse than 

the ordeal through which the world had just passed. M.W. Bro. Smith referred to an article in the "New York 

Masonic Outlook," in which W. Bro. John Spargo pointed out the necessity for assisting in the task of 

rebuilding Masonic altars in many lands and suggested a conference of the English-speaking Grand Lodges 

to that end. M.W. Bro. Smith said one could appreciate the need for such a conference and expressed the 

hope that if such a call came it would find a ready and liberal response from the brethren of New Zealand. 

Referring to the business session of Grand Lodge, the Grand Master drew attention to the rising tide of en-

thusiasm for the Craft in New Zealand and urged Masters of Lodges to ensure that only worthy candidates 

were admitted and that no worthy candidate was denied admission, for every brother who came in was of 

potential value. He made a special plea for the welfare of maimed soldiers. He also stressed the need for 

maintaining a high standard of work both in Lodge and in the refectory, and suggested that if Masters found 

difficulty in carrying out the work of instruction they might form groups of Past Masters for that purpose, so 

that the brethren might realise the importance and the helpfulness of the Craft and be taught how to serve 

their fellow men. Let no worthy brother lack assistance. Let Masters so govern their Lodges that they might 

be homes for the brethren. And to the brethren themselves he would say: assist their W.M. in every way by 

ready acquiescence in his commands and the decisions of the Lodge. 



Speaking of the task of Freemasonry in the 

immediate future, the Grand Master said there was a 

call to all institutions, including Freemasonry, so to 

face the problems of life, which seemed to be 

growing as time went by, that they might be saved, 

in the cause of humanity and lasting peace. The 

G.A.O.T.U. had a plan for the world and expected 

and asked that we as men should help Him to build 

the world according to that plan. Freemasonry, 

indeed civilisation, had stood because deep down in 

the hearts of men there was a faith that strengthened 

every effort which gained victory over 

unrighteousness. The world was as yet but a child in 

the go-cart. It could only be built according to the 

divine plan, and as men sought to attain that plan. 

In conclusion, M.W. Bro. Smith again thanked the 

brethren for the confidence they had reposed in him 

and said he would do his best to merit it.  

———————— 

REVIEW OF PROCEEDINGS OF FOREIGN GRAND LODGES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

(Published by the Authority of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand.) 

———— 

MINNESOTA, 1945. 

295 Lodges, 48,662 members, a gain of 1936. 

92nd Annual Communication held at Saint Paul, 17th and 18th January, R.W. Bro. William F. Holman, 

Acting Grand Master, presiding. 

The Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Dick A. Mitchell, died in July, 1944. 

During the year 2412 brethren were raised, 500 affiliated, and 519 restored, the losses being 469 withdrawn, 

161 "stricken," and 865 deceased. 

98 fifty-year buttons were issued, the Acting Grand Master visiting the homes of some old brethren and a 

hospital to present some personally. One recipient, aged 92, had been a mason for 62 years. 

R.W. Bro. Holman included in his Address the names of 15 Secretaries of Lodges who had been Secretaries 

continuously for 25 years or more. 

There were 70 men and 112 women (including 17 married couples) in the Masonic Home, their ages being 

between 45 and 100, the average age being 77.7. - 

The annual cost per head was $517, the total cost of the Home for the year being $94,517. 

The Grand Orator, W. Bro. Frank A. Wildes, delivered an Address analysing the world's present difficulties 

and their possible solution. 

The 108 pages of Reviews by M.W. Bro. E. A. Montgomery included an able summary of New Zealand, 

1943. 

Grand Master: M.W. Bro. Wm. F. Holman, Minneapolis.  

Grand Secretary: R.W. Bro. John H. Anderson, St. Paul.  

Grand Representative of N.Z.: W. Bro. Glynn E. McLaughlin, Fairmont. 

Grand Representative at N.Z.: R.W. Bro. J. L. Ching, P.Prov.G.M., Nelson. 

———— 

CONNECTICUT, 1945. 

129 Lodges, 36,114 members, a gain of 1627. 

157th Annual Communication held at Hartford, 7th February, M.W. Ansel A. Packard, Grand Master, 

presiding. 

In the opening remarks of his Address the Grand Master said: "To the end that our deliberations may be 

successful it is essential for us to lay aside every selfish suggestion and aspiration of personal ambition—

sacrificing personal preferences and even cherished opinions that we may go into council pledged to prefer 



the prosperity of the Order to our little personal satisfactions." It may well be said that such should be the 

keynote of every Masonic Convention. He also said: "At this time I wish to pay tribute to the Past Grand 

Masters of this jurisdiction who have individually and collectively done so much to help me throughout my 

term of office. The age and generation which organised this Grand Lodge have passed into history in honour 

and in glory. Many of the heads, white with the snows of many winters, which have lent distinction to this 

station before me have been gathered to their rest, but thanks to the Father of man a remnant of that noble 

band still repairs to our Temple to offer the sacrific of kindly, loving hearts and matured intellects. With 

kindliest greetings we welcome you, thankful that your counsels are yet spared to us, trusting that your 

presence will inspire us to maintain and perpetuate that which you have built with such infinite pains. . . . 

"The most dangerous period for us is a period of prosperity. Upon us rests the heavy responsibility of making 

certain that these new members are properly assimilated. They have come to us looking for bread. See ye to 

it that they are not handed a stone. Ours is the responsibility of conferring the degrees in such a manner as to 

impress these postulants with their dignity, their beauty, their philosophy, and their power to enrich the lives 

of men. Ours is the responsibility of seeing to it that the new Brother shall find in the Lodge a sympathetic, 

cordial atmosphere in which he is welcomed with a degree of personal solicitude that satisfies the craving of 

his soul for friendly, understanding brotherhood. If we measure up well to that responsibility we shall have 

been both wise and good Masons and may contemplate with serene confidence the recession of the tide 

which has always followed its flooding." 

One of the outstanding Masonic events of the year occurred at Meriden on Saturday, October 28, when 

Meriden Lodge No. 77, and Center Lodge No. 97, acted as hosts to the officers of Amity Lodge No. 106, of 

Shanghai, China, as representatives of the Masonic Brethren among that great people who, for seven years 

had continued with unfaltering courage the struggle against tremendous odds in defence of their homeland. 

More than two thousand Connecticut Masons and many distinguished guests from beyond their borders had 

the privilege of witnessing the exemplification of the Master Mason Degree by the Chinese Brethren under 

the leadership of Worshipful Joe Woon Lum. The degree exemplification was described as outstanding in its 

precision and excellence and at its conclusion a banquet was served at the Crystal Ballroom, St. Stanislaus 

Community Building. 

Lodge visiting in Connecticut does not compare with our New Zealand visiting, as may be seen from the 

following quotation:—"Question 12: Has the Lodge visited another Lodge within a year? 

"The Deputies report that as of the date of their visits to the respective Lodges had already made 44 

visitations to other Lodges, and plans were made for 68 more such visitations. This type of social and 

Masonic intercourse should be stimulated and encouraged. New appreciation of Masonry inevitably results 

therefrom, new friends are made, and each Lodge which participates is strengthened by the experience. 

Several Lodges report transportation difficulties as the reason for their failure to make or receive such 

visitations, and they plan to adopt the practice as soon as possible." 

The Masonic Charity Foundation reported that there were 76 men and 124 women in the Home, 30 men and 

63 women in Hospital, and 13 men, 11 women, 6 boys, and 5 girls under its care "Outside," a grand total of 

328. 

2089 were initiated during the year, 115 affiliated and 336 reinstated, the losses being 129 demitted, 128 

stricken N.P.D., 1 expelled, and 673 died. 

The Grand Lodge of Tamaulipas (one of the States of Mexico) was recognised. 

A short sketch is given of each of 14 brethren who died for their country. 

The 61 pages of concise Reviews by M.W. Bro. Winthrop Buck, include many points from our 1943 

Proceedings, opening with these words: "It is too bad that this news from down under will not be read until it 

is a year and a half old." 

M.W. Bro. Buck says of New Zealand's Proceedings, "There is No Review." 

Grand Master: M.W. Bro. Henry K. Plumb, Derby.  

Grand Secretary: M.W. Bro. Winthrop Buck, P.G.M., Hartford. 

Grand Representative of N.Z.: R.W. Bro. Benjamin, S. Cop, Waterbury. 

Grand Representative at N.Z.: R.W. Bro. Col. Alfred H. Herbert, P.G.W., Eketahuna. 

———— 

KANSAS, 1945. 

436 Lodges, 68,691 members, a gain of 5007. 

89th Annual Communication held at Wichita, 14th February, M.W. Bro. James H. Trice, Grand Master, 

presiding. 



The National Director of War Mobilisation having requested the cancellation of conventions of 50 or more, 

only 49 were present and only 7 Lodges were officially represented, the others present being Present or Past 

Grand Officers. 

Fifty-year Emblems were presented to 75 brethren. 

A Committee on Law Revision prepared a proposed revision of the Laws of the Grand Lodge, and in order to 

afford Lodges an opportunity of considering the tentative code, it is printed in the Proceedings, of which it 

occupies 53 pages. 

Bro. Rev. Basil L. Johnson supplied the Oration, under the title The Gates of the Temple," 

4894 brethren were raised, 686 admitted, and 1762 restored, as against 785 demitted, 1201 died, 311 

suspended, and 1 expelled. 

The 47 pages of condensed Correspondence Review by M.W. Bro. Otto R. Souders include extracts from 

New Zealand, 1943. 

Grand Master: M.W. Bro. Harry D. Evans, Pleasanta.  

Grand Secretary: M.W. Bro. Elimer F. Strain, P.G.M., Topeka. 

Grand Representative of N.Z.: R.W. Bro. Thomas C. Babb, Fredonia. 

Grand Representative at N.Z.: R.W. Bro. James G. Dykes, P.Prov.G.M., Dunedin. 

———————— 

FAREWELL VISIT OF M.W. BRO. SIR CYRIL NEWALL, G.M., TO SOUTHLAND. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

The visit of the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Sir Cyril Newell, to the Southland District was an outstanding 

occasion. The function was held in the Gore Masonic Temple on 27th October, when a special meeting of 

Lodge Harvey, No. 49, was held in the presence of a record attendance of members and visitors. Every lodge 

in the district was represented, also several lodges from the Otago Territory. W. Bro. A. H. Davidson, 

Master, presided and welcomed the visitors, including R.W. Bro. J. D. Campbell, Prov.G.1VI., who in turn 

received the M.W. Grand Master, also M.W. Bro. E. C. Smith, Pro. G.M. and a large following of Grand 

Officers. Included in the list of visitors was M.E. Comp. W. Reynolds, First Grand Principal of the Supreme 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of N.Z. It was indeed unique that the chief officers of two important Masonic 

units should be in attendance at this meeting. A cordial welcome was extended to our distinguished Brethren 

by R.W. Bra. J. D. Campbell, Prov.G.M. The address by the Grand Master in the Temple was of a most 

interesting nature, one well calculated to inspire brethren to strive with increased effort for the welfare of the 

Craft and the world at large. A personal welcome was extended by the Grand Master to each member on 

retiring from the Temple. The Refectory proceedings were held in the Assembly Hall, Boys' High School, 

where a pleasant hour was spent around the festive board, where a further talk was given by M.W. Bra. Sir 

Cyril Newell, followed by several most acceptable items. The meeting was a memorable one in the annals of 

Masonry in the Southland district. 

———————— 

AN APPRECIATION. 

THE LATE W. BRO. JOHN W. TAUNT. 

It is not easy to express what one feels concerning the unexpected death of W. Bro. John W. Taunt, the W.M. 

of Lodge Mt. Egmont, No. 670, E.C., New Plymouth. 

Into the great unknown each year pass those brethren who have wrought well in the quarries of life and are 

ready to present their work for the inspection of the Master Overseer. 

W. Bro. Taunt was installed as Master in September, and before the October meeting he was called away, 

leaving a desolate and sad Lodge. Death had no terrors for such a man as was our loved and revered brother, 

it was but the transition from a temporal existence to an immortal one. His faith was supreme, his hope 

sufficient, and his courage endured until the end. 

"His was the strength that would not seek 

By deed or thought to hurt the weak. 

He had delight in simple things 

And mirth that had no bitter springs; 

And now in peace his sacred ashes rest, fulfilled his day's endeavour. 

He blest the earth and he is blest of God and man for ever." 



In the death of W. Bro. Taunt we have lost a friend whose genial ways and charming manners endeared him 

to all with whom he came in contact. We shall miss the influence of his gentle life and unselfish service, but 

the memory of his words and deeds will continue to rest like a benediction upon those of us who remain. 

———————— 

CONSECRATION OF AUCKLAND MASONIC TEMPLE AND 

FAREWELL MEETING TO M.W. BRO. OLIVER NICHOLSON. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

Probably the largest Masonic gathering which the St. Benedict Street Temple has so far experienced took 

place on 14th November, when the Ara Lodge, No. 1, acted as host at a meeting which was arranged for the 

dual purpose of consecrating the Temple and as a farewell to M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson, P.G.M., on the 

occasion of his retirement from the office of Provincial Grand Master of the Auckland District. 

So large a number of brethren attended that many were unable to gain admission. After the ordinary business 

of the Lodge had been completed (it being the regular meeting of the Ara Lodge) the W.M., W. Bro. E. C. 

Nimon, received and welcomed the visiting brethren, all Constitutions being represented. The M.W. the 

Provincial Grand Master was then announced, admitted and assumed control of the Lodge for the purpose of 

receiving representatives of the Sister Constitutions in the persons of R.W. Bro. D. B. Patterson (District 

Grand Master, United G.L. of England), R.W. Bro. W. E. Hedditch (Provincial Grand Master, G.L. of 

Ireland) and R.W. Bro. A. T. Coppard (District Grand Master New Zealand North, G.L. of Scotland). These 

brethren, who were in each case accompanied by G.L. officers, received and acknowledged the salutations of 

the brethren. The Prov. G.M. then requested the G.D. of C., V.W. Bro. H. R. A. Vialoux, to retire for the 

purpose of conducting the reception of M.W. Bro. Maurice Thompson, P.G.M., who then was admitted, ac-

companied by M.W. Bro. Sir A. L. Herdman, P.G.M., M.W. Bro. C. L. MacDiarmid, P.G.M., M.W. Bro. Sir 

Stephen Allen, P. Pro G.M., R.W. Bro. A. T. Bullock, Proy.G.M., District of Waikato, and about 90 other 

Grand Lodge officers, past and present. 

On receiving the gavel back from the Provincial G.M., W. Bro. Nimon said: 

"Officers and brethren of sister Lodges working under our N.Z. Constitution,— 

"It is my very happy privilege on behalf of the Ara Lodge to welcome you to our meeting this evening and to 

tell you how pleased we are that you have accepted, in such numbers, our invitation to join with us on what, 

for all members of our Constitution, is a truly important occasion. 

"We are delighted to have with us, too, such a distinguished and numerous representation from our sister 

Lodges owing allegiance to the English, Irish and Scotch Constitutions. 

"To you I would say that we take your presence with us this evening as tangible evidence of that true 

brotherly feeling that should always exist among Freemasons, irrespective of the Constitutions to which they 

may belong. On behalf of the Ara Lodge, I give you, one and all, the heartiest of welcomes. 

"We are meeting here this evening with two objects in view. Firstly, to bid farewell to our Provincial Grand 

Master, Most Worshipful Brother Oliver Nicholson, who, owing to the toll of years, has decided to retire this 

month from the exalted position he has filled for so long, with such outstanding success. 

"In his service to Freemasonry our brother has indeed a wonderful record. M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson was 

installed in this, the Ara Lodge, in 1894, some 51 years ago. Five years later, in June, 1899, he was elected as 

Worshipful Master, and held this office from June, 1899, to June, 1900. The following two years he held the 

office of Grand Registrar—then Senior Grand Warden for one year, and in 1904 he was elected Grand 

Superintendent—a title later changed to that of Provincial Grand Master—of the Auckland District, a 

position he has held, but for breaks of three years, ever since. 

"During the 40 years M.W. Bro.. Oliver Nicholson has held the high office of Provincial Grand Master in the 

Auckland Province he has attended many hundreds of Installations and has installed in the chair 1444 

Masters. 

"The difficulties faced in travel in the early years will no doubt be vividly remembered by many of our 

senior brethren present here this evening. These duties that were undertaken for so long and so faithfully by 

our Provincial Grand Master are in themselves a convincing proof of his love for and devotion to 

Freemasonry. 

"Our M.W. Bro. served as Pro Grand Master in 1908, 1909, and again in 1925, while for the years 1916 and 

1917 he held the exalted position of Grand Master—the highest honour his brethren could confer upon him. 



He has installed no few than six New Zealand Grand Masters, consecrated and dedicated over 50 new 

Lodges, and has acted as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of England in New Zealand since 1926. 

"In addition, to all these Masonic activities, our M.W. Bro. found time to give to the Royal Arch and other 

branches of Freemasonry. 

"At the time M.W. Bro. Nicholson became Grand Superintendent of the Auckland District, the Lodges that 

came under his supervision numbered 26, by 1934 the number had increased to 81, and at his suggestion the 

District was then divided. At this time each of the 81 Lodges that had been under his jurisdiction signalised 

its appreciation of his services by electing him an honorary member—an honour unprecedented, I believe, in 

the history of Freemasonry. 

"Advancing years have now warned our distinguished brother that he must retire from active service, and we 

have met this evening to tell him how deeply we appreciate what he has done for Freemasonry in New 

Zealand, how much we grieve that we are to lose his guidance as Prov. Grand Master, but our sorrow is 

lightened by the hope that rest may materially improve his health and that we look forward to being 

honoured by at least his occasional attendances at our Lodge meetings. 

"Most Worshipful Brother Oliver Nicholson, as Worshipful Master of your mother Lodge, may I express to 

you on behalf of the Brethren our deepest appreciation and thanks for the great work you have done for 

Freemasonry, and as an initiate and Past Master of this Lodge we thank you for the honour you have brought 

to us. 

"I have been asked by the Lodges working under the N.Z. Constitution throughout your district to express to 

you their grateful thanks and appreciation for the work and assistance you have given to all. I have also been 

asked by the Lodges working under the sister Constitutions to thank you for your generous help and co-

operation during the many years you have held this very high position. This evening's gathering, 

representative of all Constitutions, is to express our affection and respect for you—A TRUE FREEMASON. 

"Brethren, with regard to the second object of our meeting this evening, you will remember that on the 

occasion of our Most Wor. Brother attaining his Masonic Jubilee in May of last year, it was the wish of all 

Auckland Freemasas working under the N.Z. Constitution that the occasion should be marked by the 

expression, in some tangible form, of our appreciation for his outstanding work for Freemasonry in this 

Province over so many years. 

"On being asked to give some indication of what he would most appreciate, our M.W. Brother declared it to 

be his greatest wish that he should be able to consecrate the Temple in the erection of which he had played so 

great a part. He pointed out that it could not be dedicated until the mortgage was paid off—he therefore 

desired that any monies raised should be devoted to the paying off of this debt. 

"You will remember the appeal then made received ready and generous response from all the brethren and 

Lodges, but unfortunately the balance owing was large and the objective aimed at failed by some £1500. 

"When our Prov. G.M. announced a few months ago that, for health reasons, it was imperative he should 

resign almost immediately from his high office, it seemed to the officers of this, our M.W. Master's mother 

Lodge, that a determined effort should be made to wipe off the remaining debt in time to allow him to 

consecrate this building before vacating his position. The matter was taken up so enthusiastically that rather 

more than the required amount was raised within a period of a few weeks, and this balance was received by 

personal donations from the brethren of the city and suburban Lodges working under the N.Z. Constitution, a 

convincing tribute, I may point out, to the respect and affection in which he is held by his brethren. 

"The balance of the mortgage has been paid off—the building may now be consecrated. It is for this further 

purpose we have met this evening and, M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson, it is my great privilege, as Worshipful 

Master of this Lodge, to ask you, a little later in the evening, to perform what I know will be to you a labour 

of love—to consecrate and dedicate this Temple—which in itself is a lasting memorial to you and your 

outstanding work for Freemasonry in New Zealand." 

It is interesting to note that the Foundation Stone of the Temple was laid by M.W. Bro. Nicholson on the 

28th September, 1929; it was completed in July, 1930, at a total cost (with furnishings) of £29,490; it was 

opened on the 8th August, 1930, and consecrated on the 14th November, 1945. The Lodges and their 

brethren who collectively contributed the funds required to free the Temple of debt, comprise 52 in the 

Auckland District, 26 in the Waikato District, together with 8 R.A. Chapters, and a number of Lodges of 

sister Constitutions. 

M.W. Bro. Nicholson, who was greatly touched by the tribute paid him by the great gathering, expressed his 

appreciation of the speaker's remarks, of the presence of the brethren on that occasion, and of the support 



which had been accorded him during his term of office. He hoped that the efforts he had made would 

stimulate the brethren to preserve the dignity and ideals of the Craft. 

The Worshipful Masters of the following Lodges—Ara, No. 1, St. Andrews, No. 8, United Service, No. 10, 

Ponsonby, No. 54, Auckland, No. 87, Morningside, No. 228, Arawhaiti, No. 267, Orakei, No. 270, 

Rongomau, No. 280, Combined Forces, No. 284, Ararangi, No. 297, First Temple, No. 302, and the First 

Principal of the Auckland Provincial Royal Arch Chapter, No. 9, as the owners of the Temple, then reiterated 

to the M.W. Provincial G.M. the desire, which they had preferred to the M.W. Grand Master, that their 

Temple should be consecrated and dedicated for Masonic purposes. 

M.W. Bro. Nicholson, announced the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Sir Cyril. Newell, had acceded to their 

desire and had issued to him a Warrant to act as his Deputy and perform the ceremony, which Warrant by his 

instruction was read by V.W. Bro. Arch. Burns, Jr., P.G.R. The Consecration ceremony was then conducted 

by M.W. Bro. Nicholson, V.W. Bro. Rev. A. Mitchell, P.G.C., acting as Grand Chaplain, V.W. Bro. H. R. A. 

Vialoux performing his duties as G.D. of C., and W. Bro. H. W. Clegg performing his as Grand Organist. 

The elements were borne and presented by R.W. Bros. Robert Hay, Walter G. Mason, Wilfred W. Wright, 

and Frederick G. Alpe, Past Grand Wardens. 

After the retirement of Grand Lodge and the visiting District and Provincial Grand Lodges, greetings were 

extended on behalf of visiting Lodges working under Grand Lodge by W. Bro. M. B. Thorpe, W.M. of 

Lodge Arawhaiti, No. 267, and the W.Ms. of visiting Lodges of the other Constitutions. 

In the refectory the toast of "Grand Lodge" was proposed by W. Bro. Nimon and responded to by M.W. Bro. 

Nicholson. That of "District and Provincial Grand Lodges" was proposed by M.W. Bro. Sir Stephen Allen, 

P. Pro G.M., who mentioned particularly the splendid hospitality of English and Scottish, Lodges in Egypt. 

In their replies R.W. Bros. Patterson, Hedditch, Coppard and Bullock paid tribute to the great work of M.W. 

Bro. Nicholson. 

The toast of "M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson" was proposed in suitable eulogistic terms by V.W. Bro. Hon. E. 

R. Davis, P.G.T., a life long friend, who referred to the public services of M.W. Bro. Nicholson and to many 

incidents in his Masonic career. It was mentioned that 50 years ago that night M.W. Bro. Nicholson had, as 

his proposer, spoken in favour of V.W. Bro. Davis in the Ara Lodge, prior to the ballot being taken for his 

initiation. 

M.W. Bro. Nicholson again thanked the brethren and referred to many incidents, some humorous, of his long 

term of service, and contrasted the difficulties of travel in the earlier days with the comfort of motor travel 

today. He was accorded tumultuous applause. 

V.W. Bro. H. R. A. Vialoux, G.D. of C., presented to to M.W. Bro. Nicholson, as a memento of the 

occasion, portion of the elements used in the Consecration ceremony, suitably housed. 

V.W. Bro. J. A. Gentles, P.G.T., proposed the toast of "The Visitors," and W. Bro. W. N. Kerr, W.M. Ara 

Lodge, No. 348, 1.C., replied. 

Musical items by the orchestra of No. 348 and songs by Bro. Edwin Mitchell and W. Bro. Frank Sutherland 

added to the pleasure of what was undoubtedly one of the most notable Masonic gatherings ever held in 

Auckland. 

It is the prayer of all the brethren that M.W. Bro. Nicholson may be spared to enjoy the leisure that he has so 

well earned, and to see the Craft enjoying the success to which he contributed so much. 

———————— 

WAIMEA LODGE, No. 266, NELSON. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY. 

———— 

In the space available it is not possible to enter upon a detailed history of the Lodge; nor, indeed, is the 

present the most fitting time to properly evaluate those eventful years. On the present occasion, however, 

some brief notes on our history may be of interest generally, 

After numerous meetings of the brethren concerned, and the necessary preliminary arrangements, Waimea 

Lodge was formally constituted on Saturday, 27th September, 1924, in the presence of nearly two hundred 

brethren, including fifty Installed Masters. 

The consecrating officer was M.W. Bro. Hon. Henry L. Michel, Pro Grand Master, whose commission from 

the Grand Master, M.W. Bro. Viscount Jellicoe, of Scapa, is preserved in the Lodge Archives. He was ably 



assisted in the ceremony by R.W. Bros. R. P. Furness and G. Russell, Prov.G.M.'s of Nelson, Marlborough 

and Wellington respectively, R.W. Bros. W. W. de Castro, W. Mayes, and R. W. Stiles. P.Prov.G.Ms., G. 

Barclay, P.G.W., Grand Secretary, V.W. Bro. J. W. P. Dyer, P.G.C., W. Bro. A. G. Shrimpton, as D. of C, 

and other Past Masters The installation of our first Master, VW. Bro. Bishop W. C. Sadlier, P.G.C., was 

conducted by R.W. Bro. R. P. Furness, Prov.G.M., the Master-elect being presented by the Worshipful 

Masters of Victory Lodge, No. 40, and Murchison Lodge, No. 257. 

In the years that have passed the Lodge has made steady progress, and the roll now numbers 99. Naturally 

enough, we have suffered, the loss of worthy and distinguished brethren. Of the 21 charter members seven 

are still members of the Lodge, seven have left the district or otherwise ceased membership, and seven have 

passed to Supreme Grand Lodge above. Their loss has been keenly felt by all. But the foundations were well 

and truly laid, and their work endures. 

Some occasions in Lodge history stand out as noteworthy above all others. Foremost of these, of course, is 

the day of Consecration and first Installation. Another notable gathering was that of 7th March, 1934, the 

night of our presentation and farewell to our first Master, V.W. Bro. Sadlier, on the eve of his departure for 

England, when Grand Lodge Officers, Past Masters and brethren from every part of the province assembled 

to show their respect and esteem. One of the candidates initiated at this meeting is the Master whom we 

instal tonight. The year 1933-34 also marked an event which we believe unique in the annals of the Craft, 

when the Worshipful Masters of Victory, Nelson and Waimea Lodges were all members of the same 

business firm. On four occasions a Past Master has initiated his own son, the last of these being especially 

noteworthy, as he was assisted by a fifth, who administered the obligation in the ceremony of initiating their 

two sons. At another meeting three brothers assisted in the initiation of a fourth. The Annual Ladies' Night 

has always been a popular function, which this year, after a break due to war conditions, was resumed, 

appropriately enough, on our twenty-first birthday. 

Of the furniture and regalia of the Lodge, much the gift of foundation members, several items are worthy of 

special mention. The V.S.L. on the Altar was presented by our first Master. In it, on the night of his 

installation, each successive Master signs his name, the whole forming for all time a permanent and historic 

record. The small Tracing Boards exhibited at our meetings were painted by a brother in Trentham Military 

Camp during the First World War, and were used at Masonic gatherings there. The Worshipful Master's 

gavel was a gift from Trentham brethren to our late W. Bro. J. Williams, P.A.G.D.C., the Grand Lodge 

representative there, and, together with the Tracing Boards, were presented by him to the Lodge. A silver 

alms dish is the gift of R.W. Bro. R. P. Furness, to mark his association with our foundation. Many of these 

gifts, together with others of later date, are suitably inscribed. 

As with the Craft in general, the years of war were not without effect on our Lodge. Eight of our brethren 

have served overseas in this last war, and one. Bro. David Polglase, made the supreme sacrifice. Many more 

were mobilised for service with the Home Military Forces, and of the remainder most were enrolled either in 

the Home Guard or the E.P.S. 

Now with the cessation of hostilities and the return of our brethren from overseas, we look forward with 

hope and quiet confidence to the future, and, together with all members of the Craft, to bearing our full share 

in the reconstruction of the post-war world. 

GREAT ARCHITECT, to Thee we raise 

 A song of gratitude and praise.  

And on this Anniversary Day 

 To Thee our act of homage pay. 

We thank Thee for Thy gifts of love 

 Sent down upon us from above. 

Still bless our Lodge we humbly pray, 

 And smile upon it day by day. 

Each Craftsman bless, give him great skill,  

 Wisely determined to fulfil 

The tasks that bring not merely fame, 

 But honour to Thine own great name. 

Help us to do our work aright. 

 Labouring as always in Thy sight.  

With Gavel, Chisel, Compass true, 



 Faithful and just in all we do. 

Teach us the Ashlar first to lay 

 In its right place, that so we may 

Build square and true as Thou hast planned  

 And work with head and heart and hand. 

On strong foundations that shall stand 

 Though earthquakes shake and rock the land.  

Help us, GREAT ARCHITECT, to raise 

 A Temple glorious to Thy praise. 

Teach us, GREAT ARCHITECT, that we 

 Thy LIVING TEMPLES are to be.  

To manifest in age and youth 

 Fraternal Love, Relief, and Truth. 

———————— 

MASONIC BRETHREN IN WELLINGTON HOSPITALS. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

COMMITTEE REPORT, No. 18. 

———— 

Public Hospital.—Victoria Ward, No. 1: Bro. E. Harris, Lodge Karori, is still making good progress 

towards recovery. Ward 3a: Bro. Thos. McCristell has made such good progress that he has been allowed to 

go home. Ward 4: R.W. Bro. S. T. S. Martin, Hinemoa Lodge, is progressing favourably, but it will be some 

time before he is well enough to leave the hospital. Ward 10a: Bro. H. Cranston, Taia Lodge, will be 

reported on later. Ward 23: Bro. B. A. Fraser, Otaihape, is progressing favourably. Ward 27: Bro. C. Duncan, 

Westland Kilwinning, has been discharged and has gone home. Ward 28: Bro. T. L. Arcus, Lodge Otaki, has 

made an excellent recovery and proceeded to his home. Bro. Bridge, of an Australian Lodge, has just been 

visited and is progressing satisfactorily. Ward 29: Bra. Varlow, Hinemoa Lodge, is rather seriously ill, and as 

he is 88 years of age, his progress towards recovery will naturally be slow. 

———————— 

OBITUARY. 

W. BRO. WALTER WRIGHT, P.G.D. 

Freemasonry in general and H.B. district in particular have suffered a severe loss in the passing of W. Bro. 

Walter Wright, P.G.D. W. Bro. Wright had a very full and active life in Craft and Capitular Freemasonry. 

Initiated on 8th October, 1912, he served in all the offtces of Lodge Heretaunga, finally being installed W.M. 

by R.W. Bro. Chadwick on 14th July, 1920. In July, 1922, he was elected Director of Ceremonies, and again 

for the second occasion in July, 1924, and held that office .continually until 1936. He received Grand Lodge 

rank in 1928 as Junior Grand Deacon. His service to the Royal Arch was equally distinguished, passing 

through all the chairs and finally reaching the office of 1st Principal of Heretaunga Chapter on 6th April, 

1922. He was elected Treasurer in 1924 and held that office continually until his death. Truly a very fine 

Masonic career. All brethren in the district mourn his passing and will miss his ever-ready advice. To his 

family is extended our sincere sympathy. 

———————— 

R.W. BRO. J. J. PICKETT, P.D.G.M. 

Freemasonry in general and Hawkes Bay in particular has suffered a very sad loss in the death of R.W. Bro. 

J. J. Pickett, who ,passed peacefully away on 13th November. Our late brother, with pleasure to himself and 

to the brethren, gave unstintingly of his time and advice in the very best interests of all branches of 

Freemasonry, and took a very active part in Capitular and Rose Croix, as well as Craft Lodges, right up to 

the time of his death. At the age of 92 he persisted in attending rehearsal meetings and invariably took part in 

all ceremonies of Lodge Haeata, Heretaunga R.A. Chapter, and H.S. Rose Croix Chapter. 

Although in failing health, he accompanied the Prov.G.M. to most Installations, acting as S.G.W. His last 

Masonic appearance was at the Consecration, Dedication and Constitution of The Services Lodge of Hawkes 

Bay, No. 313, when he assisted the M.W. the G.M. in that ceremony, and afterwards as S.G.W. for the 

Installation of the W.M. Unfortunately he was unable to attend the banquet held after the ceremony, having 



to go straight home, but it can truly be said he faithfully and zealously carried out his obligations and 

Masonic duties to the very last. 

His passing will be a very sad loss to the Hawkes Bay District. 

A Lodge of Sorrow was held by Lodge Haeata, when the attendance to pay tribute to a beloved brother was 

undoubtedly a record. The Eulogy in the Temple was given by W. Bro. J. E. Jones, P.G.B.B., who as first 

W.M. of Lodge Haeata was closely associated with our late R.W. Bro., who was the first Secretary of that 

Lodge. When the Lodge of Sorrow was adjourned the brethren proceeded to St. Matthew's Church, where the 

service was conducted by V.W. Bro. the Rev. Drake, P.G.C. At the Cemetery the Masonic burial service was 

conducted by V.W. Bro. E. E. Bott, G.Chap., assisted by the Prov.G.M. and W. Bro. A. A. Hastings, 

A.G.D.C. The brethren returned to the Temple to close the Lodge of Sorrow, at which the Prov. G.M., R.W. 

Bro. E. C. Hurdsfield, paid brief tribute, and so the veil was drawn on the career of a R.W. brother whose life 

work in Freemasonry will live in the hearts and memories of all who became associated with him. 

———————— 

AUCKLAND NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

The approaching Annual Communication of Grand Lodge is entailing heavy demands on the Executive 

Committee, but all members are very enthusiastic, and the arrangements are, we understand, well in hand. 

Auckland members of the Craft are looking forward to the proceedings with considerable anticipation. 

On the 25th October the annual Installation Ceremony of Lodge United Masters No. 167 was held at the 

Temple, St. Benedict's Street, when W. Bro. R. F. Newton laid down the reins of office and W. Bro. W. T. 

Surman was duly installed as his successor. The ceremony followed the traditional procedure, this being a 

Research Lodge, and a large number of visitors and Brethren attended. W. Bro. Surman has been a member 

of the Lodge for many years, and his enthusiasm for the Craft is evidenced by the fact that he travels from 

his home at Whangarei to take part in the meetings of the Lodge. A full programme of lectures and addresses 

has been arranged for the coming year by W. Bro. Surman and his officers. 

At its regular meeting on the 31st October Lodge United Service had a very large attendance of Brethren, 

together with many visitors. The occasion was the initiation of a son of one of the oldest members of the 

Lodge, W. Bro. T. Sauvarin, P.G.S. The candidate was obligated by his father and a very successful meeting 

was concluded by outstanding refectory proceedings which had been arranged by the W.M. (W. Bro. E. 

Trayes) of Lodge Albion, No. 45, who attended the meeting with some 21 of his brethren. 

The annual Convocation of the Akarana R.A. Chapter No. 58 was held on the 1st November, when the G. 

Supt. installed and invested Ex. Comp. C. J. Ellis as First Principal, Ex. Comp. W. H. R. Teape as Second, 

and Ex. Comp. A. G. Jones as Third. 

The Arawa Conclave of the Order of the Secret Monitor held its annual Installation Ceremony on the 6th 

September, and Bro. S. C. Richards was installed as S.R. by W. Bro. J. A. Messenger, P.S.R. The Conclave 

has had a busy and successful year under the charge of W. Bro. T. C. Webster, who concluded his year of 

office by taking a party to Whangarei, where the Second Degree of the Order was conducted by the 

Northland Conclave. 

On the 30th October Lodge Chevalier No. 303 held its Annual Installation Meeting, when Bro. J. F. 

Delgarno was installed as W.M. by R.W. Bro. Robert Hay, P.G.W., who officiated in the absence by reason 

of illness of the Prey. G.M., M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson. There was a large assembly of visitors and 

Brethren and the Installing Master paid a tribute to the excellent record of work carried out during his year of 

office by the retiring W.M., W. Bro. J. McLean. 

A Traditional Scottish Installation was held on the 7th November at the annual meeting of Lodge Ponsonby 

No. 708, S.C. Bro. H. F. Garland, J.W., was installed as R.W.M. by W. Bro. D. A. Henderson, who has now 

terminated two full years as R.W.M. A large attendance of visitors was present and the meeting terminated 

with the usual toasts in the refectory. 

W. Bro. D. McConochie, W.M., of Lodge Maungawhao, No. 168, concluded a busy and successful year of 

office on the 15th November, when his successor as W.M., Bro. James F. Buckrell, S.W. was installed by the 

Prov. G.M., M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson. 

The W.M. of Lodge Takapuna, No. 202, W. Bro. F. E. Sutherland, has been prevailed upon to take a further 

year's term of office owing to the fact that the W.M. (Bro. R. F. Beird) is seriously ill. On the 19th November 

W. Bro. Sutherland was duly installed by the Prov. G.M. The greatest sympathy has been expressed to Bro. 

Beird in his illness, particularly as he is a Freemason of many years' standing and has been unable to assume 



office as W.M. hitherto by reason of the fact that his occupancy of a senior position in the Civil Service has 

taken him to many parts of New Zealand. 

———————— 

HAWKES BAY NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

The first regular meeting of Lodge Napier, No. 268, since its Installation was held on 25th October, the 

W.M., W. Bro. F. W. Fox, presiding. The business was to initiate two candidates, the ceremony being carried 

out in a most creditable manner. An exceptionally large number of visitors were most hospitably entertained. 

H.B. Research Lodge, No. 305, held its regular meeting in the Te Mata Lodge Rooms on Monday, 5th 

November, when W. Bro. W. E. Bate, W.M., presided over a good attendance of members and visitors. The 

Lecture for the evening was most interesting and instructive. 

———————— 

TARANAKI NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

Taranaki Chapter Rose Croix met in Hawera on 29th October, not a crowded meeting but a very fine one. 

The candidate was very appreciative of the degree and the tone of the Chapter. 

At the November meeting of Lodge Whangamomona, two candidates were passed to the second degree on 

behalf of Lodge Te Henui. The New Plymouth Lodge turned out well, and the meeting was very enjoyable. 

Lodge Hawera paid an official visit to Lodge Taranaki on 15th November. 

Lodge Stratford held an emergency meeting on 31st October to raise a son of a popular P.M. Additional 

interest was given to the meeting by the fact that the father of the candidate gave a graphic account of 

experiences in the Far East during last war. 

At the November meeting of Lodge Kaponga, Lodges Taranaki and Manaia were well represented as 

"official visitors." These visits do good and greatly encourage the smaller or out-of-the-way Lodges. 

Here are two items from the Taranaki monthly notice: "On 1st November an emergency meeting was held to 

pass two candidates." "Bro. Westwood, of Lodge Ngamotu, was present and gave a very interesting talk on 

his experiences in Africa, extending over the past seven years. Bro. Westwood is a Hawera boy, and it will 

be remembered that the late Bro. Westwood was his grandfather." 

Lodge Patea Kil. is making preparations for its seventy-fifth anniversary on 12th December. V.W. Bro. F. C. 

Jannings, P.G.Lec., will give an address on that occasion. 

There was a large attendance of members at the October meeting of Lodge Moa. A candidate was initiated 

by the P.Ms. of the Lodge. Officers and members of Mt. Egmont Lodge, E.C., turned out in good numbers to 

pay an official visit. 

Egmont R.A. Chapter held the November meeting at Stratford when the side degrees were worked. The 

meeting was a very interesting one. 

Frater Allan Orton was installed as Preceptor and Prior of the Preceptory of Taranaki on 27th October. The 

installing officer was Ven. Frater A. Ferguson, and he was assisted by Ven. Fraters Drury, Diprose, Johnson, 

Honey-field and Bellringer. In the refectory the newly-installed Preceptor gave a very thoughtful and 

inspiring address on "The Quest for Truth." With his ability and high ideals, Ven. Frater Orton will well 

maintain the traditions of the Chapter. 

———————— 

RUAPEHU NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

Ohakea Services Lodge is proving very popular. At the last meeting no less than 15 Lodges were 

represented, including an official visit by the M.W. and brethren of Lodge Huia. 

W. Bro. R. G. Fowlds occupied the chair at the September meeting of Lodge Awatea, the business being the 

raising of two brethren recently returned from overseas service. 

The Secretary, W. Bro. P. W. Morris, P.A.G.D.C., still continues to supply very interesting personal notes on 

the Lodge circular, and has also organised a Hospital Visiting Committee, who would be pleased to hear 

from any other Lodge which has members in that institution. 

At the October meeting of Lodge Huia, W. Bro. T. P. Hart delivered a very interesting lecture in the 

refectory. This Lodge holds a very proud record for service of its members in His Majesty's Forces, no less 



than 10 brethren have returned from overseas. 12 still on active service, 7 in camp in N.Z., whilst two 

members, Bros. J. Oliver and W. D. McJannett, have made the supreme sacrifice. 

The new Master of Lodge Manga-te-Weka, Bro. R. D. T. McRae, was installed last month by W. Bro. T. W. 

Pairman, P.A.G.D.C. The Prov.G.M., R.W. Bro. J. A. Nash, was present, accompanied by several Grand 

Lodge officers, and delivered the Address to the Brethren. 

The W.M. of Lodge Feilding, W. Bro. W. G. Hooper, is paying a number of visits, officially and otherwise. 

and on each occasion has the support of a large following of his brethren. 

W. Bro. M. Hausman, Secretary, is to be congratulated on producing such an interesting monthly circular. 

Lodge Waimarino, Raetihi, held its Installation meeting during October, when Bro. A. Paulger was installed 

by W. Bro. R. B. Davies. A large number of Grand Lodge officers, including R.W. Bro. J. A. Nash, 

Prov.G.M., were present. 

W. Bro. W. A. Churchill. W.M. of Lodge Rongotea, initiated two candidates last month, and found time to 

take a good number of his brethren on an official visit to Lodge Manchester. 

Ruapehu Lodge, presided over by W. Bro. L. Smith, W.M., had a busy meeting last month. Two candidates 

were initiated and a very enjoyable hour spent in the refectory. 

The Manawatu Kil. Lodge. under the direction of W. Bro. G. M. Rennie, W.M., raised two brethren last 

month. 

A unique ceremony took place at Rangitikei recently, when W. Bro. K. L. Vile installed his brother, Bro. L. 

R. Vile, as W.M. for the ensuing year. The R.W. Prov. G.M., accompanied by officers of Grand Lodge, were 

present. 

R.E. Comp. W. A. Watters, G.Supt., accompanied by Grand Chapter officers, attended the Installation 

meeting of the Oroua B.A. Chapter on 20th October, the Principals installed being Ex. Comp. C. Pearson, Z.; 

Ex. Comp. R. Burne, H.; and Ex. Comp D. C. Waugh, J. 

Note.—The above notes were received too late for insertion in the November issue.—Ed. 

———————— 

The Installation of United Manawatu Lodge, No. 1721 E.C., was held during October, when W. Bro. T. J. 

Edwards installed Bro. L. W. Gorman as W.M. Owing to the unavoidable absence of R.W. Bro. J. W. Jack, 

D.G.M., the address to the brethren was delivered by R.W. Bro. Illot. There was a large attendance, 

including R.W. Bro. J. A. Nash, Prov.G.M. Ruapehu District, R W. Bro. E. Hurdsfield, Prov.G.M. Hawkes 

Bay District, and many other Grand Lodge officers of the N.Z. Constitution. 

There was an excellent attendance of brethren and visitors at Lodge Awatea's meeting in October, when three 

candidates were initiated. 

A unique ceremony was held under the charter of Lodge Moutoa, Wanganui, presided over by W. Bro. A. R. 

Guthrie, W.M., the occasion being a Lodge of Thanksgiving to commemorate the termination of World War 

II and the dawn of peace. Lodge St. Andrew Kilwinning and Lodge Whanganui were associated with Lodge 

Moutoa for this special occasion. R.W. Bro. W. J. Girling, Deputy G.M., delivered an inspiring address and 

the roll call of brethren who served overseas was taken by R.W. Bro. J. A. Nash, Prov.G.M. It is interesting 

to note that each of the three Lodges concerned had eleven members serving in the Armed Forces, and Bro. 

D. F. P. Jannings, a son of V.W. Bro. F. C. Jannings, P.G.Lec., made the supreme sacrifice. 

Lodge Otaihape held its Installation meeting early this month, when the Prov.G.M. installed Bro. A. O. P. 

Batley as W.M. 

Three candidates initiated and four candidates proposed in Manawatu Kilwinning Lodge last month is an 

indication of the successful year W. Bro. G. M. B. Rennie, W.M., is having. 

E. and P. Bro. Edward Bary is the new M.W.S. of the Marama Chapter Rose Croix. The ceremony was 

carried out during November by VIII. Bro. H. G. Teagle, 33°, assisted by his officers. 

At the November meeting of Lodge Te Awahou the Master handed the gavel to W. Bro. S. E. Cowley, G.S., 

to enable him to "pass" his son (a, member of Awatea) and Bro. E. W. Petersen. A very pleasant evening was 

spent and the visitors were cordially received. 

The Manawatu Royal Arch Chapter, under the direction of V.Ex. Comp. E. J. Hicken, advanced two 

candidates at its November meeting. It is very pleasing to see the great interest that is being taken in Royal 

Arch Masonry in this district 

These notes, being the last before Christmas, your correspondent wishes to extend to the Editor and staff of 

the "Craftsman' his thanks for the many kindnesses shown during the past year and to wish them the 

compliments of the season and a happy and prosperous New Year. Would those Lodge Secretaries who have 

so kindly forwarded their notices to me please accept my thanks and best wishes for the future. 



———————— 

SOUTHLAND NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

The W.M., officers and members of The Service Lodge (Dunedin), about 35 in all, visited Lodge Victoria, 

No. 147. on 10th November and conducted the ceremony of "raising." The Prov. G.M., R. W. Bro. J. D. 

Campbell, and a number of Grand Lodge officers were present. 

M. Ex. Comp. W. Reynolds, G.Z., attended the convocation of Southern Cross Royal Arch Chapter, No. 3, 

on 29th October at Invercargill. Prior to the working of the Degree the officers of the Mark Lodge were 

invested with the full ceremonial detail peculiar to this Lodge. This work was carried out by R.E. Comp, S. 

C. K. Smith (Inst. Officer), assisted by R. E. Comps. A. Scott and G. H. Brown. 

The M.W.S. of Murihiku Chapter, Bro. A. W. G. McKee, and his officers perfected a well-known member of 

Lodge Harvey and Huiroa R.A. Chapter in the presence of a splendid attendance of members. 

Ill. Bro. Wm. Robison, a well-known member of Lodge St. John, No. 94, is making a wonderful recovery 

from a most serious illness. W. Bro. Harry Smith, of Lodge Southern Cross, No. 9, is also making good 

progress towards recovery. W. Bro. P. Bayne, of Lodge Southern Cross, No. 9, and W. Bro. W. Tait, P.G.S., 

of Lodge Victoria, have been seriously ill for some time, but are slowly improving. 

Frater A. C. Ford was installed Preceptor of the Southland Preceptory of Knight Templars on Saturday, 3rd 

November, by Ven. Frater Wm. Kelman, D.G. Steward, in the presence of a good attendance. 

V. Ex. Comp. J. T. Mosley, who has been nominated for the office of G.D.C., delivered a very interesting 

lecture at the October convocation of Wallace Royal Arch Chapter, No. 34. 

A preliminary meeting of members interested in the formation of a new Craft Lodge in Invercargill was held 

on 21st November. 

A number of Invercargill members of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Zealandia Consistory (30°) 

journeyed to Dunedin on 17th November and took part in the annual Installation meetings of these two 

Masonic units. 

The W.M. of Lodge St. John, No. 94 (W. Bro. G. H. Gibbs), his officers and a number of brethren visited 

Lodge Taringatura, No. 100, on 17th November. 

At a recent meeting of the Southern Cross Cryptic Council, No. 3, a most interesting talk was given by 

Comp. R. R. Cockerell, who has been overseas with the 1st and 2nd N.Z.E.F., concerning his visit to Egypt 

and the Holy Land. 

———————— 

CHRISTCHURCH NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

At the regular meeting of Civic Lodge, No. 157, on 6th November, a Lecture was given by R.W. Bro. A. B. 

Christensen, P.Prov.G.M. 

With the close of the "Installation Season" at the end of October the rush of Installations in Christchurch has 

ceased for the time being. The new team of Prov. Grand Officers received a splendid welcome from a very 

large gathering of brethren at the Annual Communication of Provincial Grand Lodge on 27th October. This 

meeting marked the completion of the first year of office of the Prov.G.M., R.W. Bro. A. J. Jones. R.W. Bro. 

Geo. Yemm, Prov. Grand Secretary, was invested for the twenty-fifth successive year. 

On 3rd November Lodge Riccartob, No. 276, held an emergency meeting, when the Third Degree was 

conferred on a member of the Police Force, W. Bro. H. Scott, P.M. of William Ferguson Massey Lodge, 

Wellington and Superintendent of Police at Christchurch, occupied the Master's chair, and all the offices 

were filled by brethren of the Police Force, who conducted the entire ceremony, with the exception of one 

Charge, given by W. Bro. C. D. Marks, the W.M. of Lodge Riccarton. A very happy evening was spent in 

the refectory, when the toast of the visitors was proposed by W. Bro. H. H. Hanna, P.Prov. G.R., a member 

of the legal profession and a P.M. of Lodge Riccarton. 

There was a large attendance at the regular meeting of the Masters and Pastmasters' Lodge on 21st-

November. this being Bro. Guy Calvert's last night in the chair. A paper, "Questions and Answers," was 

given by V.W. Bro. Dr. Ross Hepburn, who dealt with questions of Masonic interest. These questions and 

answers have become a valuable feature of the Lodge's work. The total questions answered to date now 

exceed 200. Many country Lodges use the Questions and Answers, printed in the Transactions, for 

discussion at their Lodges of Intruction. 



The Royal Canterbury Preceptory, No. 246. of Knights Templar held its regular meeting on 22nd November, 

when the Preceptor, Emt. Kt. James Carter, conducted the ceremony. 

Excelsior Rose Croix Chapter, No. 78, met. on 23rd November, when the M.W.S., Ex. and Per. Bro. R. T. 

Sladen, conducted the ceremony of Perfection on a candidate for the Rose Croix Degree. There was a good 

attendance, including the M.W.S. and brethren of Beckett Chapter. 

We record with sincere regret the recent death of W. Bro. A. D. W. Neate, P.M. and Treasurer of Robert 

Burns Lodge, No. 139, and of W. Bro. T. W. Wallis, P.G.P. and P.M. of Southern Star Lodge, No. 256. 

W. Bro. W. J. H. Walker, P.Prov.G.D.C., and a P.M. of Lodge Cashmere, No. 271, has recently returned to 

Chrtstchurch after several years as a prisoner of war at Singapore. 

The regular meeting of the St. Augustine Cryptic Council was held on 16th November, when the Degrees of 

Select Master and Super Excellent Master were worked by T. I. Comps. W. Sherrard and J. N. Carson 

respectively. 

Waihora Lodge, No. 141, Leeston, is experiencing an influx of new members, and its Master, W. Bro. T. N. 

Beckett, has no less than six candidates awaiting their degrees. Waihora Lodge celebrates its 40th 

anniversary this year and special reference will be made on the occasion of their December meeting, when a 

number of their oldest members will occupy the chairs. It is interesting to recall that the first Masonic Lodge 

in Leeston was Ionic, No. 1917, E.C., founded in December, 1879, and surrendering its Charter in 1894. 

———————— 

NORTH CANTERBURY NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

The Installation of Bro. Dryden as Master of Southern Cross, No. 6, will be held at Kaiapoi on Thursday, 

December 6th. Town and country Lodges are invited to attend. 

The Ashley P.Ms.' night was a splendid function. There was a crowded attendance, including the Avon 

orchestra. 

Mairaki held an emergency meeting recently, when W. Bro. Arthur Chambers and his officers initiated two 

candidates and did it well. Bro. G. J. Struthers, Secretary of Mairaki, is transferring to Wellington, and the 

Group wish him every success. W. Bro. Colin McIntosh. D.C. of Mairaki, has all the officers in splendid 

shape, and visitors can always rely on a hearty welcome. 

Tawera Lodge has plenty of work on hand. W. Bro. Woodham and his energetic team of officers will be 

busy right till the end of their year. Visitors are invariably well treated when they attend a Tawera meeting. 

It is anticipated that the opening of the railway through to Kaikoura will be completed in time for the 

Kaikoura Lodge Installation next February. The Master, W. Bro. Selby-Williams, and his brethren are 

expecting a great gathering on this occasion. Visitors are assured of a wonderful welcome. 

Lodge Amuri at its last meeting received a visit from the 'Master. Bro. Sinclair, and brethren of Canterbury 

Kil., No. 23, who supplied a candidate. There was a splendid attendance and an enjoyable evening was spent. 

W. Bro. Len. Jordan, of Amuri, thanked the Canterbury visitors for their attendance and for bringing the 

candidate. 

The Master of Acacia Lodge. W. Bro. Harris, is preparing for a big reunion meeting between Avon and 

Acacia in the near future, when a P.Ms: Night will be arranged, with the Father of Acacia, W. Bro. L. B. 

Hart, presiding. 

The Waimakariri-Hurunui Group send season's greetings to all sister Groups, especially our friends in 

Marlborough, Nelson and Mid-Canterbury. 

Amberley Lodge is doing well under the guidance of W. Bro. Arthur Burke. 

All country brethren enjoyed the splendid farewell meeting to our Grand Master, the arrangements were a 

credit to R.W. Bro. George Yemm and his helpers. 

———————— 

NELSON-MARLBOROUGH NOTES. 

–⸱––÷––÷––⸱– 

The District has learnt with sincere regret that following two years of faultless and untiring service the 

Prov.G.M., R.W. Bro. James Baird, has decided to retire from this office as at the end of the Masonic year. 

There have been many expressions of appreciation of his ability, Masonic knowledge, and diplomacy, and 

we will long remember the period during which we have been under his charge, first as Asst. and then as 

Prov.G.M., and we extend to R.W. Bro. Baird our sincere thanks and best wishes for the future. 



We are gratified to learn that V.W. Bro. Frank Mogridge, at present Asst.Prov.G.M., will by the time these 

notes appear in print be our R.W.Prov.G.M., and that probably V.T. Bro. R. A. Craighead. P.Asst.G.D.C., 

will be our V.W. Asst.Prov.G.M., and feel assured that these two worthy brethren, with the assistance of 

other GL. officers, past and present, will fully uphold the high traditions firmly established in this Masonic 

Territory. 

The official visits paid by R.W. Bro. Girling, Deputy G.M. to Lodge Golden Bay, E.C., Takaka, and Waimea 

Lodge, Nelson, on the occasion of their Installations were greatly appreciated. The Deputy G.M. has 

experienced a strenuous Masonic year and must have created something of a record in official visits to both 

Lodges and Chapters in both islands. A striking feature of these visits has been the inspiring addresses he has 

delivered and also his special effort to visit the smaller country Lodges. We are proud to have such an 

eminent Freemason resident in our Territory, and we extend to R.W. Bro. Girling our congratulations and 

appreciation upon the completion of another milestone in his distinguished Masonic career. 

The 40th Anniversary of St. Cuthberts Lodge, No. 144, took place on Saturday. 20th October, when Bro. J. 

R. Haldane, S.W., was installed as W.M. by V.W. Bro. F. W. Mogridge, Asst.Prov.G.M. R.W. Bro. J. Baird, 

Prov.G.M., and R.W. Bro. G. Rudd. P.Prov.G.M., were also in attendance, together with a large gathering of 

brethren representing all Lodges in the Nelson Territory. The investiture of Bro. W. H. Reed as S.W. and 

Bro. V. W. Wilkins as J.W. was carried out by W.Bro. R. A. Craighead, P.Asst.G.D.C. 

The Installation of Lodge Motueka, No. 117, was held on 24th October, when W. Bro. E. W. Stilwell, who 

had previously served as Master of the Lodge in 1942-43, was again reinstalled, and all members of the 

"1942" Masters' Association available rallied round for the occasion. R.W. Bro. Baird presided, with R.W. 

Bro. Thomson officiating as G.S.W., and W. Bro. Craighead as J.G.W. W. Bro. Cottier, Asst.G.D.C., as 

usual carried out his duties very efficiently. 

Waimea Lodge, No. 266, celebrated its 21st Anniversary at the Installation ceremony on Saturday, 3rd 

November, when Bro. R. A. Watson, S.W., was installed as W.M.. Bro. B. W. B. Cooper invested as S.W., 

and Bro. H. A. Weichern as J.W. by the Prov.G.M., assisted by the Deputy G.M. and G.L. officers. A special 

programme was issued for the occasion, in which is recorded a brief historical review of the Lodge's 

activities, and Bro. G. A. Edmonds, one of the surviving Charter members, now in his 81st year, submitted 

some appropriate lines of original Masonic verse. Reference to these is made in the present issue. 

Your correspondent takes this opportunity of extending Christmas greetings to all, including "Our Editor," 

and to the correspondents from other Districts whose notes are read with considerable interest and 

appreciation. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


