
 



 



 

BRIGHTER MEETINGS. 

———<>——— 

T cannot be denied that there are many men who grow weary of Masonry; and who after having busied 

themselves in it for some years cease to take any further interest in it. No doubt some of these men would 

grow weary of any pursuit or avocation, because they lack staying qualities. Others drop out of Masonry for 

good reasons, such as ill-health, family obligations and the like. But when full allowance is made for 

defections which imply no reproach to the conduct of the Craft, the fact remains that year by year useful men 

leave Masonry whom Masonry ought to have held. When we speak of "Masonry" we mean, of course, the 

conduct and management of our Craft Lodges. "Masonry" in the abstract, as meaning a body of ethical and 

special principles, has no faults. If a person is not attracted by its tenets that is his misfortune. A good story is 

told of a tourist travelling in Europe who, visiting a famous picture gallery,-told the guide who accompanied 

him that he didn't think much of the pictures. "Sir," said the guide, "you don't come here to judge the pictures 

but to be judged by them." This is equally true of Masonry. He to whom Masonic principle and precept make 

no appeal is already judged. He lacks .something that he ought, as a responsible citizen, to possess. We 

cannot say more or less than that. 

But there are those to whom the Masonic art does indeed appeal, but who none the less grow weary of our 

assemblies. They are worth holding, yet we let them slip. What is the reason? Candour compels us to answer 

that the fault is in ourselves. Too often our proceedings are conducted dully—and drawn out interminably. A 

meeting begins, for example, with a wearisome dragging out of preliminary business which is of little 

importance, and with which the Master or the Standing Committee could easily have dealt. Half an hour, or 

perhaps even an hour, is solemnly given over to matters that could have been disposed of in ten minutes at 

the outside. Visiting brethren wonder when they are going to be admitted. Many of the brethren inside the 

Lodge grow weary, look at their watches, fidget and begin to speculate whether it will be ten o'clock or half-

past ten before they get out of the Lodge. An entirely wrong atmosphere is created for the solemn business of 

the evening. Then, when the ritual work is ended (and often dully ended) the proceedings in the Refectory do 

nothing to give a bright conclusion to the evening's gathering. Speaker after speaker gets up, obviously 

without preparation, and emits hoary platitudes about brotherly love. While they speak, feelings not of 

brotherly love, but of unbrotherly hate, are being generated among their listeners—hate at dullness, stupid 

repetition, fulsome and insincere praise, and rehashing, in indifferent language, of the most obvious truths 

expounded in the ritual. There may or may not be a song or two interspersed amid all this weariness. But 

when the meeting closes at eleven or half-past eleven o'clock, what wonder is it that many brethren go away 

with a sense of boredom, and a feeling that an evening has been thoroughly wasted. How much better, they 

think, would it have been to stay at home, and listen to that radio concert, or read that new book! 

Now it is not suggested that the foregoing is a faithful picture of a typical meeting. If it were, Masonry would 

have already died. But every reader will see that there is more truth in it than there ought to be. Let the 

brother who is reading this article pause and ask himself whether he has ever been bored at a Masonic 

meeting. And then let him ask himself, Why? The remedy, which is fairly simple, is very largely in the hands 

of the Masters and Past Masters of the Lodges. Let us conclude with a few suggestions. First, let it be a rule 

that the degree work be concluded not later than a quarter past nine (this is on the assumption that the Lodge 

tyles at 7.30). This may involve a very brisk despatch of general business. So much the better. Hardly anyone 

is interested in it. In the Refectory let the proceedings be bright, and cheerful, with plenty of good music and 

song. Community singing is the last refuge of the desperate. Grown men don't wish to waste their time 

singing in unison "Annie Laurie," "A Bicycle Built for Two," and the like. Let singers and pianists be chosen 

for their skill. If there are no really capable vocalists or instrumentalists among the Lodge members, let the 

Master arrange with other brethren, even for a consideration, to come in from outside. The best is not too 

good for the Lodge. Less than the best procurable is an insult to the Lodge. As for the speeches, let them he 

brief and bright. It would be a good rule to have a time limit of five minutes, to be departed from only in the 

most exceptional cases. Let the Master see that those of his brethren who are to propose toasts have their 
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speeches prepared. Let them be written out and submitted to the Master a week at least before the meeting. It 

will be surprising how much latent talent will be disclosed by this precaution. Most brethren do not realise 

that good speaking is the result of good writing. And above all, let there be no homilies in the refectory—no 

preaching about the aims and objects of Freemasonry. The brethren know all that. They want brightness, 

cheerfulness and mirth in the Refectory—not poor paraphrases of our stately ritual. As a last recom-

mendation, let the meeting end not later than eleven o'clock, if possible sooner, so that brethren may reach 

their homes at a seemly hour, and Ifs; ready after a full night's rest for the tasks of the following day. Let the 

aim he to send each brother away wanting more and not less of Masonic activity. 

Our Craft is too great an institution to be suffered to degenerate into machinery of boredom. Let us see to it 

that our assemblies, in their entirety, stimulate the interest and satisfy the intellect of the brethren. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

News and Notes. 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 

The Annual Communication of Grand Lodge will be held in the Concert Chamber of the Town Hall, 

Dunedin, on Wednesday, 22nd instant, at 10 a.m. The installation of the M.W. the Grand Master will take 

place in the Town Hall, at 7 p.m. 

We very much regret to record the death of R.W. Bro. Sir Arthur S. Bankart, Dist.G.M., E.C., Auckland 

District, on Saturday, 21st October. An obituary notice referring to his Masonic career will appear in our 

next issue. 

We regret to notice that our esteemed contemporary,  "The New South Wales Masonic Journal," has ceased 

publication, principally owing to the difficulty in collecting subscriptions from a large number of subscribers 

who neglected to honour their obligations. The withdrawal of this journal is a distinct loss to the Masonic 

community in Australasia. 

On account of pressure on our space we very much regret that many contributions had to be omitted. 



 



 

Less 10% written off for Depreciation     85   6   6 

 £788   2   1 

Furniture and Fittings as per  

last Balance    £421 15 0 



Added since ..      23   1   3 

 £444 16   3 

Less 10% written off 

for Depreciation  44   9   6 

  400   6   9 

Copper Plates, Seals and Library 

as per last Balance   130 10   9 

Added since to Library     5   4   8 

 £135 15   5 

Less 5% written 

off for Depreciation      6 15   8 

  128 19   9 

Stationary and Certificate Forms 

on hand   .....................................................  74 17   4 

Rituals, Bibles and other Books 

on hand    312 16 10 

Sundry Debtors for Books and 

Dispensations    130   8 11 

     1,815 11   7 

 £148,461   7   0 

The liabilities of a total of £148,461 7s. 0d. consist of the balances of the various Funds of Grand Lodge. 

ELECTION OF GRAND MASTER. 

Most Worshipful Bro. Charles Bathurst, Baron Bledisloe, has again been unanimously chosen to fill the 

office of Most Worshipful Grand Master, and it now only remains for Grand Lodge as a body to confirm the 

choice of the Craft. 

The scheme of Distribution of the Elective Officers of Grand Lodge appeared in the October "Craftsman." 

Alterations in the Scheme of Distribution have become necessary in consequence of W. Bro. H. A. Lamb, 

who was proposed for the Office of Grand Pursuivant, having been selected to fill the position of Grand 

Secretary. The Board recommends that the name of W. Bro. C. D. Morpeth be substituted for that of Bro. 

Lamb as Grand Pursuivant, and that W. Bro. David Parnell fill the office of Grand Steward for which Bro. 

Morpeth was previously recommended. 

NECROLOGY. 

It is with regret that the Board records the demise of a Grand Officer and Past Grand Officers as follows:— 

R.W. Bro. A. G. Creagh, P.G.W., at Oamaru on September 17, 1933. 

R.W. Bro. Charles Rhodes, P.G.W., at Auckland on 21st November, 1932, immediately prior to last 

Communication. 

 
R.W. Bro. R. B. B. Willis, P.G.W., at Southbridge on 19th August, 1933. 

V.W. Bro. Dr. J. T. Pinfold, P.G.C., at Wellington on 19th July, 1933. 

V.W. Bro. Rev. W. H. Browne, P.G.C., at his Vicarage, Cornwall, England, in February, 1933. 

W. Bro. E. Frobarth, J.G.D., at Gore on February 19, 1933.  

W. Bro. T. Crawley, P.G.D., at Invercargill, on March 31, 1933. 

W. Bro. J. Gordon, P.G.D., at Wellington on April 18, 1933.  



W. Bro. A. M. McLeod, P.G.D., at Whangarei, on 24th November, 1933. 

W. Bro. G. F. Henry, P.G.D., at Auckland on May 3, 1933.  

W. Bro. W. Bell, P.G.Supt. W., at Dannevirke, on June 5, 1933. 

W. Bro. W. B. McEwan, P.G.Supt. W., at Dunedin on May 2, 1933: 

W. Bro. E. E. Grimwade, P.G. Supt. W., at Takapuna, on November 17, 1932. 

V.W. Bro. A. Clothier, P.A.G. Secy., at Dunedin on 14th January, 1933. 

W. Bro. J. Williams, P.A.G.D.C., at Nelson on May 29, 1933. 

W. Bro. J. J. Hiskins, P.G.Swd.B., at Norfolk Island, on December 18, 1933. 

W. Bro. W. Tailby, P.G.Swd.B., at Auckland on March 1933. 

W. Bro. A. McKenzie, P.G.S., at Christchurch, on October 24, 1932. 

W. Bro. N. McKenzie, P.G.S., at Whangarei on September 2, 1933. 

W. Bro. D. B. Howard, P.G.S., on March 14, 1933. 

W. Bro. W. T. Doig, P.G.S., at Lower Hutt, on August 19, 1933. 

W. Bro. C. A. Semadeni, Member of the B. of G.P., at Auckland on June 28, 1933. 

VACANCIES IN GRAND OFFICES. 

W. Bro. A. L. Dolamore, P.M. of Lodge Harvey, No. 49, Gore, was appointed by the M.W. the Grand 

Master as Junior Grand Deacon, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of W. Bro. E. Frobarth. A vacancy 

caused in the membership of the Board of General Purposes through the death of W. Bro. C. A. Semadeni, 

was filled by the appointment of R.W. Bro. W. G. Mason, P.G.W. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

The following changes have taken place during the last twelve months:— 

To fill the vacancy caused by the death of R.W. Bro. Chas. Rhodes, P.G.W., M.W. Bro. Sir Stephen S. Allen, 

Pro Grand Master, has been appointed as the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of Canada, near the 

Grand Lodge of New Zealand. 

R.W. Bro. Benjamin Wolf has been appointed as the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of New 

Zealand, near the Grand Lodge of Missouri vice W. Bro. Taylor. 

R.W. Bro. G. R. Henderson, Prov.G.M. of Otago, has been selected as the Grand Representative of the 

Grand Lodge of Nevada, near the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, vice V.W. Bro. A. Clothier, deceased. 

The M.W. the Grand Master has appointed W. Robert B. Ritchie, Grand Lecturer, as the Grand 

Representative of this Grand Lodge, near the Grand Lodge of Utah, vice M.W. Bro. Wm. J. Lynch, P.G.M., 

deceased. 

R.W. Bro. Chas. Flavell, G.M. of Canterbury, has been appointed as Grand Representative of the Grand 

Lodge of Washington, near the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 

R.W. Bro. Wm. Smith, P.D.G.M.. 

A vacancy having arisen in the representation of the Grand Lodge of West Virginia, near the Grand Lodge of 

New Zealand, in consequence of the death of R.W. Bro. A. Bartlett, P.D.G.M., R.W. Bro. Jas. Manson, 

Prov.G.M. of Southland, has been appointed to fill the position. 

W. Bro. Emil C. Rusten has been appointed as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, 

near the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, vice W. Bro. M. H. Williams, deceased. 

Recognition having been extended to the Grand Lodge of Guatemala at the last Annual Communication, 

R.W. Bro. G. F. Allen, P.G.W., Christchurch, was appointed its Grand Representative at the Grand Lodge of 

New Aualtind. 

W. Bro. Ricardo San Agustin has been appointed as the Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of New 

Zealand, near the Grand Lodge of the Philippine Islands, vice M.W. Bro. Antonio Gonzalez. 

Application has been received from the Grand Lodge of the Argentine Republic for the establishment of 

fraternal relations and the exchange of Representatives. Information has been received from the United 

Grand Lodge of England to the effect that this Grand Lodge is working on constitutional lines and in 

accordance with the ancient Landmarks, and the Board recommends that Grand Lodge should grant the 

recognition desired. 

MASONIC TEMPLES. 

During the year the following works have been carried out:— 



Auckland District.—Lodge Plunket, No. 163, has considerably added to the appearance of its property by 

draining and improving the Lodge grounds, and erecting a stone wall on the street frontage. The lighting, 

etc., in the lodge-room has also undergone improvements. Lodge Te Aroha, No. 52, has carried out 

renovation work, while Lodge Waipa, No. 119, has extended its lodgeroom some twelve feet and refurnished 

same. The refectory has been similarly extended. The lodgeroom of Lodge Hamilton, No. 291, has been very 

satisfactorily and effectively renovated, painted, and redecorated; new carpets have been made and well-

designed tracing boards provided. The lodgeroom has been very much improved, and now presents a very 

pleasing appearance. 

Hawkes Bay District.—The Scinde Lodge, No. 5, has completed the erection of its new building on the old 

site to replace the building destroyed by the earthquake in February, 1931. The new structure is as nearly 

earthquake-proof as it is possible to make the building. Ventilation and heating have received special 

attention. The building which will he occupied by Lodge Napier, No. 268, as well as by Scinde Lodge, No. 

5, was opened on September 19 by the Prov. Grand Master in the presence of a very large gathering of 

brethren. 

Taranaki District.—No actual work has been carried out in this district, although Lodge Ngamotu, No. 48, 

has given instructions for plans to be prepared for a new temple. 

Nelson and Marlborough District.—Lodge Motueka, No. 117, has made alterations to the refectory, it having 

for some time proved too small for large gatherings. 

Otago District.— The brethren of Oamaru have built a very fine temple with large refectory and all 

necessary anterooms. It is a splendid modern building, and ready to be consecrated and dedicated free of any 

encumbrance. The members of Lodge Maori, No. 105, Ravensbourne, are taking steps to build their own 

temple. Plans are now being prepared for submission to the Lodge, when tenders will at once be called. The 

alterations to the Masonic Hall in Moray Place, Dunedin, which were referred to in the last Annual Report, 

were duly completed, and the renovated building has been much appreciated. 

KIRKPATRICK MASONIC INSTITUTE. 

The Kirkpatrick Masonic Institute at Nelson still continues to be efficiently managed by the Board of 

Governors under the chairmanship of W. Bro. C. M. Collins. There are at present 19 girls in residence. The 

Board has, with its restricted income, been compelled to carefully watch the expenditure, but the result of the 

year's operations is reported to be proving quite satisfactory. There are at present vacancies for five girls in 

the Institute, 

RECOMMENDATION FOR CONFERRING PAST GRAND RANK 

UPON CERTAIN MEMBERS OF GRAND LODGE. 

The Board has pleasure in recommending Grand Lodge in terms of Rule 14, Book of Constitution, to confer 

Past Grand rank (honoris causa) upon the following members of Grand Lodge:— 

W. Bro. John Joseph Pickett, P.G.Supt. Works, of Haeata Lodge, No..272, Hastings. Bro. Pickett was 

initiated in Lodge Manawatu Kilwinning, No. 727, S.C., Palmerston North, in 1888. It is thirty-six years 

since Bro. Pickett held active office in Grand Lodge, and at his advanced age (80 years) it would be unfair to 

ask him to undertake the duties connected with an active appointment. The Board considers that some 

advanced honour should be conferred to mark this Brother's Masonic Jubilee, and bearing in mind his 

exceptional services considers that the rank of Past Grand Warden (Junior) should be granted, and 

recommends accordingly. 

W. Bro. Arthur Charles Andrews, P.G.Supt. Works, of Lodge Christchurch, No. 91, Christchurch. Bro. 

Andrews was initiated in Lodge Christchurch, No. 91, on February 27, 1894. It is considered that his long 

and consistent services deserve further consideration at the hands of Grand Lodge, but his age (73 years) is 

against his appointment to active office. It is proposed to confer the rank of Past Grand Warden (Junior). 

W. Bro. Edmund Goodbehere, P.G.S., of Lodge Feilding, No. 41. This brother was initiated in Lodge 

Feilding, No. 41, on January 11, 1892, and was installed as Master in 1897. He has been a member of the 

Craft for 41 years, and through advancing age cannot be recommended for active office in Grand Lodge. The 

rank of Past Grand Deacon is recommended. 

W. Bro. Charles Henry Dement, P.G.S., of Hinemoa Lodge, No. 122, Wellington. Bro. Dement was initiated 

in N.Z. Pacific Lodge, No. 2, on November 25, 1897. He is now 79 years of age and poor health prevents his 

filling an active office in Grand Lodge. The rank of Past Grand Superintendent of Works is recommended. 



W. Bro. William Thomas Hildreth, of Lodge 

Karori, No. 247, Wellington. Bro. Hildreth was 

initiated in Lodge St. Andrew, No, 32, on October 

21, 1895. He is now 77 years of age, and is too 

old to receive active office. The rank proposed is 

that of Past Grand Bible Bearer. 

W. Bro. Frederick George Roe, of Lodge 

Horowhenua, No. 136, Levin. Bro. Roe was 

initiated in Lodge Otaki, No. 72, on October 25, 

1901. Member and first Senior Warden of Lodge 

Horowhenua, No. 135, in 1905, and a charter 

member of Lodge Mangahao, No. 231, in 1922, 

resigning therefrom in 1932. Since his initiation 

Bro. Roe has been actively connected with the 

Craft, and his conduct has been closely in accord 

with that teaching in which he has been actively 

engaged for over 30 years. His age is 72, and poor 

health prevents his accepting active office. The 

rank of Past Grand Bible Bearer is recommended. 

W. Bro. Richard Scadden, of St. Cuthbert's 

Lodge, No. 144, Collingwood. This brother was 

initiated in St. Cuthbert's Lodge, No. 144, on 

December 23, 1905. He is now well over 70 years 

of age and on this account it is unlikely that his 

past services will be recognised by active office in 

Grand Lodge. The rank of Past Grand Bible Bearer is recommended. 

W. Bro. Thomas John Sherborne, of Lodge Harvey, No. 49, Gore. Bro. Sherborne was initiated in Lodge 

Southern Cross, No. 9, on March 6, 1889. His age is 76 years, and he is therefore too old to undertake the 

duties that active office in Grand Lodge would entail. The rank of P.G. Sword Bearer is recommended. 

In pursuance of Rule 14, the Board expressly declares that in its opinion each of the foregoing brethren 

merits the specified honour by reason of special service to the Craft, and that by reason of age and infirmity 

each is not likely to obtain advancement in Masonic rank in any other way. 

REVISION OF THE RITUAL AND FUNERAL 

CEREMONY. 

The work of the Revision of the Ritual has been proceeding steadily during the year. R.W. Bro. H. H. 

Seaton, P.G.W., Convener of the Revision Committee, reports as follows :— 

"The revision of the Ritual of the three degrees is now substantially finished, and it is hoped to forward the 

completed work, together with the Committee's final report, within the next few weeks-. 

"The Revision of the Funeral Ceremonies is completed, and the Committee has pleasure in submitting to the 

Board of General Purposes the revised text herewith. 

"It will be necessary to hold a final meeting, at which all members of the Revision Committee shall be 

present, to consider the work in its completed form. 

"The Committee wish to tender their sincere thanks to the large number of brethren who responded to the 

request of the Board of General Purposes for suggestions." 

The thanks of Grand Lodge are due to the brethren composing the Revision Committee, who have worked 

assiduously for several years at this work. 

As it would be a matter of impossibility for the brethren at the Annual Communication to consider the 

revision which has taken place, it is recommended that Grand Lodge grant authority to the Board of General 

Purposes to issue the revised Ritual and Funeral Ceremony after they have been fully considered and the 

alterations made duly approved. 

PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERS. 

The Board regrets having to announce the retirement from office of the following Provincial Grand Masters: 

R.W. Bro. H. H. Edwards, Provincial Grand Master of Nelson and Marlborough. 



R.W. Bro. F. Symes, Provincial Grand Master of Ruapehu. 

The Board records its appreciation of the excellent services rendered by these brethren during the three years 

that they have held their respective positions. 

NEW LODGE. 

During the year a Warrant was granted by the M.W. the Grand Master for "The Hawkes Bay Research 

Lodge, No. 305." The Consecration and Dedication Ceremony took place at Hastings on Tuesday, August 1, 

1933, in the presence of a very large gathering of the Craft. The M.W. the Grand Master conducted the 

ceremonial and had the assistance of a large number of Officers of Grand Lodge. 

BRETHREN UNABLE TO MEET THEIR OBLIGATIONS TO LODGES. 

The Board has decided to ask Grand Lodge to continue for another twelve months the authority given last 

year for the deferment of the payment of Grand Lodge dues in respect to those brethren who are either out of 

employment, or have had their incomes so diminished that they have been unable to meet their obligations to 

their Lodges. 

SUPREME GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF NEW ZEALAND. 

Some months ago the Board of General Purposes was approached and asked to receive a deputation which 

desired to lay before the Board certain proposals which had been adopted at the last Annual Convocation of 

Supreme Grand Chapter in reference to the introduction of a peripatetic system of government, and a 

deputation consisting of M.E. Comp. Dr. R. Tracy Inglis, Grand Z., and M.E. Comp. J. D. Webster, Past 

Grand Z., was received. M.E. Comp. Tracy Inglis explained fully the object of the visit, and read the 

following resolutions which had been passed at the last Annual Convocation of Supreme Grand Chapter: 

(1) That in future the office and executive management of Grand Chapter be located in turn in each of the 

four principal cities in the Dominion under a peripatetic system, provided that the total annual cost to Grand 

Chapter, of salaries, rent, and removal of offices, shall not exceed the present reduced cost of approximately 

£350. 

(2) That the Grand Lodge of New Zealand be approached with a proposal for amalgamation of the 

offices of Grand Scribe E. and Grand Secretary, upon the basis of an annual payment by Supreme Grand 

Chapter for all secretarial and clerical work and rent. 

(3) That a Special Committee consisting of the incoming Grand Principal, the Deputy Grand Principal, 

and certain other Companions, of which the First Grand Principal shall be the convener, be appointed to 

negotiate with the Board of General Purposes of Grand Lodge with power to complete an agreement to carry 

the previous resolutions into effect; or, if such cannot be done, to complete an alternative scheme to put 

resolution No. 1 into effect. 

 

 

Comp. Tracy Inglis then submitted certain proposals for the consideration of the Board. These were fully 

discussed, some of them being adopted at the time, while others were held over for further information and 

were dealt with at a subsequent meeting of the Board, the complete proposals as agreed upon being as 

follows:— 

1. Grand Lodge to do all secretarial and office work for Grand Chapter. 

2. Grand Secretary, if qualified, to be Grand Scribe E. 

3. Office of Grand Lodge to be the. office of Grand Chapter. 

4. Grand Chapter to hand over its records, books, etc., to Grand Lodge when arrangement commences. 



5. Grand Lodge to transport such records, books, etc.. on its removals with its own records. 

6. The style of book-keeping and recording the business and transactions of Grand Chapter shall be the 

style at present employed by Grand Chapter, or such style as it may from time to time adopt. 

7. Grand Chapter to pay a fixed annual sum for above services," including cost of removal, which 

Special Committee suggests should be £300 per annum, payable in quarterly instalments. 

8. Disbursements necessarily or properly incurred by Grand Lodge on behalf of Grand Chapter (e.g., 

stationery, stamps, etc.) to be charged to Grand Chapter. 

9. Agreement to be determinable by either party on twelve months' written notice to the other party. 

The Board now lays these proposals before Grand Lodge, and, if members are willing to give the Board 

power to enter into an agreement with Grand Chapter on the lines mentioned either with or without 

modification, the Board recommends that the motion which appears on the Agenda Paper should be adopted. 

The Grand Z. has advised the Board that, if Grand Lodge grants the authority mentioned, his Special 

Committee, on its part, will submit the proposed agreement to Grand Chapter at its Convocation to be held 

on March 7 next for its consideration and approval. 

RETIREMENT OF R.W. BRO. COLONEL GEORGE BARCLAY, GRAND SECRETARY. 

It is with deep regret that the Board reports that this Communication terminates R.W. Bro. Barclay's period 

of service as Grand Secretary. R.W. Bro. Barclay was originally an English Mason, and his services to that 

Grand Lodge were recognised by the rank of Past Grand Deacon of England being conferred upon him. He 

also holds the rank of Past Third Grand Principal in the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand, and that 

of Past Principal Grand Sojourner of the Grand Chapter of England, and has held high office in other 

Masonic bodies. His first office in Grand Lodge was that of Senior Grand Warden in 1911; on January 6, 

1920, he became assistant to the then Grand Secretary, the late M.W. Bro. Malcolm Niccol, and from May, 

1920, to May, 1921, he carried out the duties of Acting Grand Secretary. He was appointed Grand Secretary 

in May, 1921, and has therefore held the office for twelve and a half years. It is universally recognised that 

he has filled this office with distinction, and has always been willing to place his services at the disposal of 

Lodges and brethren throughout New Zealand at any time. He was also a founder and first Master of two of 

our Lodges. In addition to the regular duties of his position, he has given numerous lectures to a large 

number of Lodges all over the Dominion, and has filled the office of Master of two of the Research Lodges. 

As some mark of appreciation of Grand Lodge for his services he was granted the rank of Past Deputy Grand 

Master in 1929. He was one of those who inaugurated the N.Z.E.F. Masonic Association, which was of so 

much service to our soldier Freemasons, presiding at its first meeting and becoming its President. The Board 

will submit at a later stage of the Communication a recommendation for some tangible mark of the 

appreciation of Grand Lodge and the brethren generally for his past services. In the meantime the Board 

submits the following resolution for adoption by Grand Lodge and insertion in the minutes:— 

"Grand Lodge places on record its deep appreciation of the valuable services so ably and conscientiously 

rendered to it over a period of many years by R.W. Bro. Col. George Barclay, O.B.E., V.D., P.D.G.M., 

particularly during the past twelve and a half years as its Grand Secretary. Grand Lodge expresses the hope 

that he will live many years to enjoy his well-earned retirement, and that he will continue to take the same 

keen interest in the Craft that he has always displayed." 

NEW GRAND SECRETARY. 

R.W. Bro. Col. G. Barclay, P.D.G.M., having tendered his resignation as from the date of the Annual 

Communication on November 22 next, steps were taken by the Board with a view to the appointment of a 

successor, and the M.W. the Grand Master, with the assistance of the Special Committee provided for in the 

Constitution for this purpose, has selected W. Bro. Henry A. Lamb, P.G.S., of Lodge Waterloo, No. 13, 

Wellington, for appointment to the position, and he will be duly invested at the Annual Communication. The 

salary decided upon by the Board for the office was £600 per annum. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Board recommends Grand Lodge to fix the levy at 1/- for next year. • 

The Board recommends that the 1934 Annual Communication be held in the City of Wellington. 

The Board recommends that the remuneration of the Auditor for 1933-34 be the same as formerly, viz., 50 

guineas. Bro. A. M. Seaman, F.P.A.N.Z., is the retiring Auditor. 

 

 



————————— 

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION OF GRAND LODGE. 

———<>——— 

DUNEDIN, NOVEMBER 22nd and 23rd, 1933. 

——— 

Arrangements are well in hand for all functions in connection with the above and everything points to most 

successful gatherings. 

The Installation ceremony will take place in the Town Hall, and a full attendance is expected. The musical 

arrangements are in the capable hands of W. Bro. J. C. Easton, P.G.O., who will be in charge of the choir. W. 

Bro. A. Newton will preside at the grand organ. A banquet will follow in the Concert Chamber. 

 

On Thursday afternoon the visitors will be taken on a motor drive to Wingatui, where afternoon tea will be 

served. 

A grand Masonic Ball in the spacious Town Hall, on the same evening, will be a fitting close to the 1933 

Communication. 

Visiting brethren are requested to communicate promptly with the Chairman of the Accommodation 

Committee, V.W. Bro. J. R. Drawer, 72 Princes Street, Dunedin, with reference to reservations. The Dunedin 

Show and other attractions during the same week emphasise the need for early booking. This will also 

materially assist the committee in their somewhat arduous task of fitting every brother in comfortable 

quarters. 

————————— 

REVIEW OF PROCEEDINGS OF FOREIGN GRAND LODGES. 

———<>——— 

(Published by the Authority of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand.) 

——— 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—I532. 

122nd Annual: Washington: December 21st, 1932. 

Grand Master: M.W. Bro. R. A. Bogley, Washington.  

Grand Secretary: M.W. Bro. J. C. Keiper, P.G.M., Washington. 

No. of Lodges, 44. Membership, 22,478. Nett loss, 299. 

In addition to the three Stated Communications the Book of Proceedings contains the reports of several 

Special Communications, which were held in connection with the dedication of the Washington Masonic 

Memorial Temple. 

The dedication of the Memorial was made part of the programme for "Masonic Week," May 8-14, so 

designated by the United States Bicentennial Commission. After perusing the Masonic Week Programme 

and the inspiring addresses the writer is greatly impressed with the splendid exhibition of loyalty and 

devotion to Freemasonry. From the larger point of view it visualised not alone the universality of Masonry, 

but also the wonderful possibilities which are within its grasp whenever its united strength and influence are 

applied to the attainment of any purpose. 

The Grand Master reported that the morale of Freemasonry in the District of Columbia is higher than he has 

ever known it, and the condition of the Fraternity is excellent. The individual must indeed be the most 

hardened pessimist who could contemplate the wonderful spirit of the brethren during Masonic Week 



without having his faith in Masonry renewed and his confidence in its power to attain any goal 

immeasureably strengthened. 

The Grand Master deservedly praised the work of the Worshipful Masters' Association. This Association 

formed his cabinet, as it were, and from the general condition of the Craft it is evident that the Lodges have 

been well and efficiently governed by earnest, capable and sincere brethren. 

The Grand Master conferred with the presiding officers of all organisations basing their membership upon 

Masonic affiliation. This conference undoubtedly brought about a better understanding and has resulted in 

absolute harmony and close co-operation among and between all of these organisations. 

The Grand Master did not believe that the usual plea of hard times explained the nonpayment of dues 

situation, as some of these dated back to long before any such situation existed and when money was 

plentiful. Nowhere else had they seen so thorough a treatment of this question. He believed the wastage was 

heavier than necessary, and that it could be reduced considerably by earnest and intelligent effort. He found 

there was no uniform method of treating the matter; that there was a lack of understanding and even 

indifference on the part of the constantly changing officers in the Lodge, with the result that the already over-

burdened Secretary was left to cope with the difficulty; applicants for admission were not impressed as they 

should be by the financial obligations they assumed in getting into Masonry. Each one should be told clearly 

what was expected of him, before his petition was accepted; every initiate should acquire a reasonable 

understanding of everything that concerned the Fraternity to which he had been admitted; and he should not 

be left to his own devices until the best possible instruction had instilled in him a proper veneration and love 

for the Craft. A number of amendments to the constitution were presented to remedy the enumerated causes 

along the lines of the suggested solutions. 

The Grand Master considered that if the members could realise the far-reaching effect of suspension for 

N.P.O.D., such dropping would be rare. Did he but know that, although not so intended, the fact that he had 

been dropped frequently reached officials of banks, merchants, his employer and his associates in the 

business and social world? It is easy to picture the effect on these men of a notice that the brother had failed 

to meet his financial obligations to his Masonic Lodge. 

A rather complicated but fundamental question was tackled and disposed of in a most lucid manner. It 

concerned the serious fact that the birthrate was decreasing. Immigration was decreasing. The death-rate was 

slowly rising. Economists and actuaries, at a recent convention, reached the conclusion that the population 

would grow with progressively less rapidity from year to year, with the result that it would become 

stationary before long, there to remain for a while, and then inevitably make a gradual decline. This would 

mean a readjustment of business generally, the increase of sales no longer to be counted upon. Applying the 

thought to Freemasonry, we must expect that the field from which petitioners were drawn would become 

more and more limited, and that a serious endeavour should be made to improve the character of the 

membership to enable all to meet the conditions they would have to cope with. 

The concluding remarks of the Grand Master were very helpful, all pointing to the ever-present need of 

reliance on the Almighty and Eternal God, thereby fixing faith upon eternal things, while throwing off 

doubts and lesser truths which impeded progress. Masonry and infidelity had nothing in common. Custom 

and popular opinion dared not turn us away from the Great Light. God was on His throne. We worked and 

served in His name and under His inspiration. When Masons no longer recognised their obligation to God, 

they would no longer recognise their obligation to humanity. Masonry in the heart was the heart of Masonry. 

The heart must come under the conquering sway of T.G.A.O.T.U., who alone would bring us to recognise 

our sacred obligation. May we never cease to follow the Light that comes from Him. 

A Special Communication was held for the purpose of re-enacting the ceremonies of laying the corner-stone 

of the National Capitol. It was the 139th anniversary of the laying of the original stone. And to make it more 

realistic the brethren were all dressed in colonial costume. 

The Book of Proceedings is most interesting, and it is impossible in such a short review to do justice to all 

the activities of this Grand Lodge. 

Grand Representative of N.Z.: R.W. Bro. J. M. Eggleston, Washington. 

Grand Representative at N.Z.: R.W. Bro. D. B. Wallace, P.G.W., Auckland. 



 

——— 

TENNESSEE-1933. 

119th Annual Communication: Nashville, January 25th-26th, 1933. 

Grand Master: M.W. Bro. W. P. Chandler, Box 318, Knoxville. 

Grand Secretary: R.W. Bro. T. E. Doss, 100-108 Seventh Avenue, Nashville. 

No. of Lodges, 441. Membership, 44,501. Loss, 3,461. New Zealand was represented. 

Before commencing business, the law governing the attendance of representatives on the sessions of the 

Grand Lodge, the law in regard to furnishing information of the Proceedings to newspapers, and the 

resolution adopted condemning illegal and unmasonic electioneering, were read .as provided by law. 

The Grand Master chiefly confined his visitations to group meetings, and he feels assured that these meetings 

have been very valuable to the Craft. They were well -attended and full of interest. 

By request of the United States Government the Grand Master laid the corner-stones of a U.S. Court 

Building and -a Post Office Building. 

Fifty more beneficiaries have been taken care of at a smaller expenditure than ever before. Grand Lodge is 

now caring for 404 beneficiaries, of this number 136 are in the Masonic Home. 

From the report of the Committee on Education we take the following: 

"We are confronted to-day as never before with insidious influences preying upon our people through 

ignorance and prejudice. Communism with cunning propaganda and telling effect has bored its way into our 

labouring masses. They have penetrated our schools—yes, our colleges too with a subtle philosophy that 

appeals with emotional sophistry, to those who feel any change in conditions will always be for the better. 

"Shall we sit idly by and remain deaf to these complaints of discontent, without an effort to do our part to 

uplift and regenerate mankind? 

"Shall we not endeavour to inspire a new citizenship, worthy of our Institutions? 

"Masonry must as ever, more vigorously act as a vanguard—holding high the torch that lights the way, and 

enlightens the people to the dangers which surround us. 

"Masonry must always see to it that the sources of our educational system be freed from pollution and 

thereby prevent the germs of disintegration from invading our commonwealth. Masonry must see to it that its 

glorious history in support of public education he not dimmed by apathy and indifference, but be ever on the 

alert in an effort to build up a true system of education which shall not only be a bulwark of our liberties, but 

proof against the assaults of any and all enemies of true public education. Masonry must ever be the beacon 

light that will lead our people out of the morass of stupid fatalism, gloomy despair, and corroding ignorance, 

to a citizenship of loyalty to the Government of the country, — our country in which we live. 

"Starting with the inculcation of patriotism, it should be the aim of every Mason to align himself with every 

movement for National, State and City betterment. 

"We are standing on the threshold of a partly opened door; it leads to higher thinking, and to knowledge 

more and more. We come to-day as Master Masons tremendously interested in the perpetuation and 

advancement of that great Institution. 

"We firmly and sincerely believe that the world to-day is in greater need of the practice and perpetuation of 

these ideals, and the maintenance of this spirit of inspiration than at any time in history." 

Published in the Book of Proceedings is the Constitution and the Edicts of the Grand Lodge as amended in 

1933. We find that Master Masons are eligible for the offices of Grand Chaplain, Senior Grand Deacon, 

Junior Grand Deacon, Grand Marshal, Grand Sword Bearer, Grand Steward, Grand Pursivant, and Grand 

Tyler. That no Lodge hereafter created, either by dispensation or charter, shall bear the name of any living 

person. That Lodges are prohibited from receiving a lecture on any of the degrees of Masonry from itinerant 

lecturers, except such lecturer present proper authority from the Grand Master. Lodges are not permitted to 

initiate, pass or raise more than one candidate at the same time. That no work or other business of the Craft 

shall be performed in any Lodge below the degree of Master Mason, except lecturing, examining of 



candidates for advancement, conferring the Degree of E.A. or F.C., or for the reception of testimony and the 

trial of an E.A. or F.C. 

Grand Representative of N.Z.: W. Bro. G. R. McDade, Troy.  

Grand Representative at N.Z.: W. Bro. J. H. Worboys, P.G.D., Christchurch. 

——— 

SWEDEN-1933. 

153rd Annual Communication: Stockholm, March 19th. Grand Master: M.W. Bro. H. M. King Gustaf. 

Deputy Grand Master: R.W.. Bro. H.R.H. Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf. 

Grand Secretary: R.W. Bro. Y. a Wisen, Stockholm. 

No. of Lodges, 51 (4 Provincial, 15 St. Andrew, 22 St. John). Membership, 23,291. Nett gain 114. • 

Considering that Sweden had its share in the world-wide financial depression and suffered the larger part of 

the huge losses caused by the crash of the Kreuger organisation, the gains made by Grand Lodge both in 

members and in the support given by the brethren to the many benevolent funds, is most gratifying. The new 

Children's Home at Blackeberg quite evidently appeals deeply to the hearts of the brethren. 

 

An interesting celebration was the twentieth anniversary of the founding in Stockholm of a Society of 

Masonic Children. All the members at one time were residents of the Masonic Orphanage of Stockholm. 

This Orphanage is believed to be the oldest institution of its kind in the world. It was opened in 1753, and at 

present takes care of about two hundred orphans. The Society was formed for mutual aid along the 

customary lines. The celebration included a visit to the Freemasons' Hall, where the members were given a 

hearty reception and afforded opportunity to inspect the building and learn the history of the Swedish Craft. 

The reception of the distinguished delegation of the United Grand Lodge of England, headed by the Pro 

Grand Master, M.W. Bro. the Rt. Hon. Lord Ampthill, was considered the outstanding event of the year. 

A number of articles, written for the purpose of trying to arouse prejudice against Freemasonry, were 

published in an obscure periodical scattered free of charge over the country. But the thinking people paid no 

attention to them. The fact that H.M. the King was the head of the Order was enough to convince them that 

the teachings and activities of the Craft could not possibly harbour anything disloyal to the civil order. 

On September 19th, 1932, the brethren commemorated the seventieth birthday of Admiral Lindman, who has 

been an outstanding leader of the Craft for many years. He was made a Mason in 1899, and ten years later 

was advanced to the Tenth Degree, making him Knight-Commander of the Red Cross. His sound judgment 

and wholehearted devotion to the interest of the Craft have made him a power in the Councils of 

Freemasonry. As the Chancellor of the Grand Lodge he is next in the official station to H.M. the King, and 

H.R.H. Crown Prince Gustaf Adolf. Two medals were struck in his honour. 

Grand Representative of N.Z.: W. Bro. Com. E. H. Berg-mark, Stockholm. 

Grand Representative at N.Z.: R.W. Bro. A. Derbie, P.Prov. G.M., Invercargill. 

——— 

NORWAY, 1933. 

Grand Master: M.W. Bro. Hans Johndal Roenneberg, Olso.  

Grand Secretary: R.W, Bro. E. Lowig-Hansen, Oslo. 

Two Prov. Grand Lodges, six St. Andrew Lodges, nineteen St. John Lodges, and eighteen Masonic Unions. 

Membership 10,143. Nett gain 97. 



The nett increase of members during the past five years, 1927-1932, has been 900 or an average of 180 a 

year. During the five preceding years the increase was more than 2,200, or about 440 a year. The decrease of 

candidates during the more recent years is ascribed to the economic crisis which has been felt very acutely in 

Norway. What is troubling the brethren most is that the charities are beginning to suffer; the subscriptions 

shrinking while the need for relief is increasing. Grand Lodge has been obliged to make necessary 

appropriations from the General Fund to meet the demands made upon the Board of Benevolence. 

A Lodge was given permission to meet in another town besides its own locality. This daughter Lodge is not 

independent, and is really a branch of the Mother Lodge. The Wor. Master is the Deputy Master of the 

mother Lodge. If at any time complete independence is wanted a separate charter can be obtained. 

The Grand Visitor, whose duty it is to inquire into the workings of the Lodges on behalf of the Grand 

Master, inspected during the year the Lodges of Oslo. Seemingly the work of inspection is very thorough for 

we learn that only two or three Lodges are visited in one year and that it takes ten years to visit and inspect 

all of them. 

The Grand Librarian felt compelled by weak eye-sight to resign his office to which for over a quarter of a 

century he had given diligent work. His successor, Bro. Powell Heegaard, is a Professor of the University of 

Oslo. The library contains five thousand volumes, among which are some of exceptional value. 

The Lodge Nordlyset (Northern Light) of Trondhjem, recently celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. The 

occasion was attended by the M.W. Grand Master and a number of members of his staff. The Secretary of 

the Lodge prepared an historical memorial volume. The festival banquet following the commemoration was 

enjoyed by about three-hundred brethren. 

As reported previously, there is in Norway a Grand Lodge which calls itself "Polarstjernen," and which has 

its headquarters at Trondhjem. It was formed by regular Lodges, and, recently the Grand Lodge of Norway 

conceded to the Lodges of Polarstjernen approbation as having been constituted regularly by charters from 

lawful Masonic authority. Added to this limited recognition is a concession by which Brothers of Lodges 

under both Grand Bodies may visit with one another. 

Grand Representative of N.Z.: W. Bro. H. C. Heitmann, Oslo. 

Grand Representative at N.Z.: R.W. Bro. J. K. Hornblow,. P.G.W., Foxton. 

————————— 

VISIT OF THE GRAND MASTER TO WELLINGTON ROSE CROIX CHAPTER, No. 91. 

———<>——— 

An emergency meeting of the Wellington R.C. 

Chapter, No. 91, held on 17th October, was 

attended by the M.W. Grand Master, Lord 

Bledisloe, and a very large gathering of members 

and visitors met to greet him. His Excellency 

entered the Chapter room with the M.W.S., Bro. 

C. W. Nielsen, who having opened the Chapter, 

expressed the pleasure with which the brethren 

present greeted their respected and distinguished 

guest. The majority of those present owed and 

willingly paid him allegiance as their Grand 

M.M., while others, members of the Chapter, 

owed allegiance to another authority, but all those 

present to whatever Constitution they belonged, 

united in their feelings of respect and esteem for 

him as a fellow Prince of the R.C., and in 

acknowledging the zeal, earnestness and assiduity 

with which he at all times laboured in the cause-

of the common weal. As it was understood to be 

the case that their guest had many years before 

made his acquaintance with the rite, it was hoped 

that he would derive pleasure and profit in 

retracing old steps and assisting in the 

exemplification of the principles on which the 

Order is based. E. and P. Bro. Lord Bledisloe 



acknowledged with much cordiality and heartiness the welcome extended to him, and the terms in which it 

had been expressed, and said he had looked forward to meeting the R.C. brethren in Chapter again. Over 

forty years before he had been received in Oxford University Chapter, No. 40, as a candidate. That Chapter 

was founded in 1872 and he noticed that the Chapter he was visiting that evening was numbered 91 and was 

established in 1882, only ten years after his own Chapter, which spoke for the long and useful life of 

Wellington Chapter. There was never a time when the application and exercise of the virtues on which the 

Order was based were more necessary than the present, and he was glad to know that the Chapters were 

steadily per-suing their tasks and exercising their influence on the community. 

The degree of R.C. was conferred upon two candidates, Bro. Lord Bledisloe taking part in the work. 

The meeting was a memorable one, and the proceedings were followed with the closest interest by all 

present. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Correspondence. 
——————————————————————————————————————————— 

We welcome correspondence on Masonic subjects, but are not responsible for the views expressed. It must be clearly 

understood that all letters must be couched in courteous and proper language, otherwise they will he at once declined. 

The Editor distinctly reserves the right not to publish, or only publish part of, any letter he may consider inimical to the 

best interests of the Craft. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

ALLEGIANCE TO GRAND CHAPTER. 

———<>——— 

Dear Sir and Comp,—V.E, Comp. Ellison's letter in your October issue certainly does not purport to do more 

than express an individual opinion and it should not be accepted by any one as representing the views of 

R.A. Comps. in this district. However much they may disagree with the radical proposals endorsed by the 

last Convocation, their loyalty to their sovereign body is beyond question, and unconstitutional methods are 

not likely to find favour. 

The maintenance of the integrity of Supreme Grand Chapter is considered of paramount importance, far 

superior to all parochial, or personal, considerations and prejudices. The suggestion that a minority of 

Chapters would not be bound by laws to which they did not assent is unsound, and, of course, quite 

incompatible with the Constitution. Just now a common platform of amity and fraternal co-operation is 

needed to soften the asperities of an overstrained situation and anything which might tend to breed division 

and disagreement is to be deprecated.—Yours, etc., 

J. J. ESSON, P.G.Z. Wellington, 7/10/33. 

————————— 

ALLEGIANCE TO GRAND CHAPTER. 

———<>——— 

Dear Sir and Comp.—May I crave a portion of your valuable space in the "Craftsman?" 

Comp. J. W. Ellison stated in the October issue, that there is a movement at work, which if successful, would 

have the effect of breaking up the Constitution of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapter of New Zealand. 

He also affirms that it is intended by those interested in this effort to hand over to a few Grand Lodge 

officers the control of the affairs of Supreme Grand Chapter. 

Probably our companion has in mind the resolution carried at the last Annual Convocation in February last, 

affirming the principle of peripatetic control on lines similar to Grand Lodge. 

If he contends that this reform, put into operation, would have the effect he predicts, then surely his 

statement is extravagant and misleading. Certainly it has been suggested that the most economical and least 

disturbing method of enabling the peripatetic system to function would be to come to some agreement with 

Grand Lodge for the use of office space, and the services of the Grand Secretary as Grand Scribe E. But 

there the connection would cease. 

Is this handing over the affairs of Supreme Grand Chapter to a few G.L. officers? 

One may add that office space does not constitute an officer, neither is it unusual for an individual secretary 

to act as such for two or even more separate organisations. 



I venture to suggest, the companions of Otago, Canterbury, Wellington, and Auckland Provincial Districts 

will resent the expressed opinion, that when the peripatetic system is put into operation and control centres in 

their respective districts; the Supreme Committee, and the officers elected to manage Grand Chapter affairs, 

will deem themselves so incompetent to discharge their trust that they will hand over the responsibility to a 

"few Grand Lodge officers." 

What exactly is the authority conferred upon Supreme Grand Chapter in rules 2 and 3, Book of Constitution 

and Laws? 

I supposed that Supreme Grand Chapter, at a properly convened Convocation, have power to alter or amend 

the Constitution by a majority vote, and Subordinate Chapters have to conform to the Constitution as altered 

or amended. 

In this it appears I am labouring under a misapprehension, as we are informed by V.E. Comp. Ellison that 

even a minority in a Subordinate Chapter can refuse to be controlled by a majority in the same Chapter, and 

can continue to carry on under Supreme Grand Chapter "as now constituted." 

How this could be done in the event of Supreme Grand Chapter altering or amending its own constitutional 

laws, I confess I cannot understand. It is evident our esteemed companion does not favour a change in 

control, but is he justified in labelling as "Wreckers and Faddists" those who think differently and believe 

that the well-known and well-tried system known as peripatetic, would prove beneficial to Royal Arch 

Masonry in New Zealand.—Yours fraternally, 

A. C. HALLETT. 

[M.E. Comp. S. Clifton Bingham, too, has written in the same tenor as V.E. A. C. Hallett.—Ed.] 

 
————————— 

ROYAL ARCH. 

———<>——— 

Sir,—At the last R.A. Convocation a R.E. Comp. gave notice of motion to rescind the decision arrived at 

regarding Supreme Grand Chapter administration. Can you tell me if he is going on with this matter? If he is 

I for one want to be present and record my vote.—I am, etc., 

PAST PRINCIPAL. 

——— 

Sir,—I understand from reading your columns that a very drastic change in the administration of Grand 

Chapter affairs is on foot. I have not heard the matter mentioned in the Chapter to which I belong. Are we as 

Royal Arch Masons to have no voice in their alteration at all? Thanking you.—Yours sincerely,         R.A.M. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

THE SERVICE LODGE, No. 237, DUNEDIN. 

———<>——— 

ANNUAL SOLDIERS' NIGHT. 

——— 

Following an established custom, extending over many years, the above Lodge held its annual Soldiers' 

Night on Saturday, August 26th. It is no exaggeration to state that this function is eagerly looked forward to 

by brethren from Christchurch to Bluff; indeed one visiting Worshipful Master from Sydney was present. 



The idea of this annual event is to afford brethren who are ex-members of the N.Z.E.F. an opportunity to 

renew old acquaintances and relate experiences amid surroundings somewhat akin to the war days. 

The Lodge was tyled early (7 p.m.) and, after transacting formal business, visiting brethren were admitted. 

The various W. Masters (approximately 24) were announced en bloc, and escorted individually to the East. 

This procedure proved eminently successful in the ever-pressing question of saving time. The Prov.G.M. of 

Otago (R.W. Bro. G. R. Henderson, who is a member of the Lodge), escorted by numerous Grand officers, 

was received and accorded the honours becoming his rank. 

It has been the custom to dispense with ceremonial work at functions of this sort, and in place of degree 

working a very fine lecture was delivered by V.W. Bro. W. R. Brugh, P.G.D.C. As the aforementioned 

brother had just returned from a world tour, it can be imagined that he had many topics on which to 

discourse, and which would have proved highly interesting. Having in mind, however, the circumstances for 

which the meeting was held, he chose undoubtedly the most appropriate of addresses—The Scottish War 

Memorial, Edinburgh. It was indeed a great privilege and pleasure for the large attendance to hear such a 

distinguished orator deal with an edifice that is renowned the world over. 

An early adjournment was made to the refectory, which was decorated with typical sketches of war-time 

scenes and celebrities. An excellent orchestra enlivened the proceedings by playing old-time marches and by 

accompanying the community singing of appropriate songs. 

The reading of "Routine Orders" by Bro. P. S. Anderson was greatly enjoyed, introducing as he did many 

celebrated brethren who were either on the "mat" for some imaginary offence or reduced to the ranks. The 

compilation of this item showed that the brother responsible displayed a great amount of ingenuity and 

originality in its production. 

Then followed the usual toast list, comprising "The King," "The M.W.G.M.," "The R.W. the Prov.G.M." 

Previous td the last toast, that of "Fallen Comrades" was honoured in true Service fashion, the lights being 

extinguished and the Union Jack half-masted. Bro. G. Crawford rendered R. L. Stevenson's "Requiem" very 

effectively. 

Then followed "Reminiscences," by Bro. E. J. Anderson, whose masterful eloquence was listened to 

attentively by all present. His effort was a distinct break from the ordinary stereotyped war story, and dealt 

mainly with the strange contrasts of human nature that the war made manifest. 

The most important event of the evening—the issue of "S.R.D."—was given effect to in real army fashion, 

one "nosecap" per man. It transpired, however, that there was enough of the throat-oil to allow two 

"nosecaps" a head. This liberality was made known in order to counteract a recent order from H.Q. that in 

future there were to be ten men to a loaf. 

The toast of "Returned Soldier Brethren" was in the hands of W. Bro. F. W. A. Clayton, who touched briefly 

on present-day world conditions from a returned soldier's viewpoint. Responses were given by W. Bro. N. R. 

H. James (Master, United Forces, No. 245, Christchurch), W. Bro. .Rev. F. Y. Fisher (Master, Lodge 

Morning Star, No. 192, Dunedin), and by a W. Master of a Lodge in Sydney, N.S.W. 

A mimic bombardment was then put over, and was very reminiscent of the years 1914-18. 

R.W. Bro. Col. J. H. Moir, P.Prov.G.M., proposed in an able manner the toast of "The Royal Navy, Army, 

Air Force, and Mercantile Marine." Bro. Major L. A. Rhodes (14th Battery) responded, and assured all 

returned men that the present Volunteer Force was ever mindful of the traditions handed down by the 

N.Z.E.F., and were jealously guarding them. 

The "Tyler's Toast" by W. Bro. A. H. Gallagher, followed by the singing of "Auld Lang Syne," brought to a 

close a very enjoyable and memorable evening. 

For the success of the evening thanks are due to V.W. Bro. Adam Smith, P.G.D.C., whose organisation 

needs no extolling here; to Bro. H. L. Boock and his very efficient orchestra; to Bro. Smith for his leadership 

in the community singing and other items; to W. Bro. G. E. Turner for his electrical contrivances and 

illuminations. In short, all members of The Service Lodge worked hard to make the stunt a success, for 

which the Master (W. Bro. H. D. S. McLeod) tenders his sincere thanks. 

 



————————— 

OBITUARY. 

———<>——— 

R.W. BRO. J. W. McDOUGALL, P.Prov.G.M. 

After a long and useful life, R.W. Bro. John William McDougall, P.Prov.G.M. fell asleep at the advanced 

age of 85 years at his home in Napier on October 8th. The late brother arrived at Dunedin from Great Britain 

in 1871, and six years later moved to Napier, where he had since resided. Here he took up journalism, being 

a frequent contributor to the New Zealand press, his writings covering a wide range of subjects. He occupied 

with marked ability the editorial chair of the Napier "Daily Telegraph" from 1893 until a few years ago. 

Bro. McDougall was the only surviving member of Lodge Scinde when under the Irish Constitution. Taking 

an active interest in the Craft his efforts were rewarded by being installed W.M. of Lodge Scinde, and later 

as Prov.G.M. of Hawkes Bay, a position he held for seven years. During his term the territory included the 

Gisborne district, and he performed his task with credit over the far-flung area when transport was both slow 

and difficult. 

He was laid to rest in Park Island in the presence of a large assemblage of brethren and members of the 

business community. The Masonic funeral rites were impressively conducted by R.W. Bro. Rev. R. D. B. 

Waugh, Prov.G.M., after which the brethren filed past the open grave dropping upon the casket the 

characteristic emblem. 

In a most feeling tribute, Bro. Waugh said that the late brother, who was held in the highest esteem by the 

Craft, was possessed of great moral strength and courage. His many interests were of a very wide nature, and 

at all times he was ready to promote the welfare of the community. His opinions were always to be 

considered, whether one agreed with his views or not. He was a strong altruist and was possessed of high 

ideals, carrying to success the many movements to which he directed his attention. By his efforts he was 

truly a great Mason, and in laying him to rest the brethren did so with thanksgiving to God for all that he had 

done in his labours. Bro. Waugh expressed the deep sympathy that the Fraternity extended to the family and 

relatives. 

——— 

BRO. JOSEPH PHILLIP KELLY. 

The death of Bro. Joseph Phillip Kelly, which took place very suddenly at Auckland a few weeks ago, 

removes a member of the Duke of Albany Lodge, Helensville, who was well and favourably known in the 

Taranaki and Auckland Districts. He was for some years manager of various large farms at Toko and 

Mokoia, and later at Wharepapa, Dargaville, and Port Waikato. For the past two years he was in business at 

Wellsford and Maungaturoto. The funeral, at which a number of Masons were present, took place at 

Waikumete. Of a very happy nature, Bro. Kelly was in every sense a good Mason. He is survived by his 

widow, one son (Mr. Claude Kelly, of Frankton), two daughters (Mrs. G. Robertson, of Grey Lynn, and Mrs. 

B. Brookes, of Maungaturoto). There are two grandchildren. 

——— 

W. BRO. JAMES MAYS, P.M. 

On September 27th, at Auckland, there passed away at the fine old age of 84, W. Bro. Mays, for fifty years 

an active and zealous member of Lodge Albion, No. 45. 

W. Bro. Mays was the first "Initiate" of the Lodge, taking 1st Degree on May, 1883, soon after its 

foundation, and was installed as its Master in April, 1888. 

Like the fine old pioneer he was, being very thorough in all he did, his energies resulted in placing his Lodge 

upon very sure and sound foundations, to become one of the largest in the Dominion. He was a life member 

and one of the original trustees. 

W. Bro. Mays was born in Leicester in 1850, coming to New Zealand with his parents when ten years old 

and settling in Devonport. He was a builder and contractor by occupation, and a number of the earlier 

buildings and public works in and around Auckland were carried out by him. 

He was attracted by the early gold discoveries in Thames, but only temporarily, returning to Auckland to 

again take up contracting and maintaining his business activities until recent years, when declining health 

necessitated his retirement. W. Bro. Mays figured largely in public life; he was one of the original members 

of the old Devonport Road Board, and again later when Devoport was constituted a borough. He assisted in 



the formation of the Devonport Ferry Company, and was one of the first committeemen of the Takapuna 

Jockey Club, retaining his office until his death. For a number of years he was Government Valuer and 

Assessor for the district. 

W. Bro. Mays was accorded a Masonic funeral, Past Masters of the Lodge acting as pall-bearers, the hearse 

being preceded by members of the Lodge walking in procession from his home to his last resting place on 

the slopes of Mt. Victoria. R.W. Bro. James Armstrong, P.D.G.M., a lifelong friend, assisted by the W.M. of 

Lodge Albion, W. Bro. G. F. Bartley, conducting the ceremony, its simplicity and beauty having an added 

charm by the nature of its setting and rendering. 

He leaves a widow, one daughter and two sons, both members of Lodge Albion, to whom is extended deep 

sympathy and regret, with the hope that the esteem in which he was held by all will in some measure help to 

sustain them in their sad loss. 

————————— 

AUCKLAND NOTES. 

———<>——— 

Grand officers, delegates, and others who intend being present at the Annual Communication, are looking 

forward with pleasure to meeting the Dunedin brethren and representatives from other parts of the Dominion 

at the end of the month. A large number have signified their intention of going South. The Auckland Masters 

are keenly interested in the possibility of visiting Lodges on the trip South and will be glad to do so wherever 

they can. A number of ladies will accompany the brethren from the North. 

The installation meetings during the month were all very well attended and some splendid gatherings took 

place. A very busy month. 

The officers of the District Grand Lodge of England were also busy, travelling as far away as Gisborne and 

Opotiki. 

M.W. Bro. Oliver Nicholson made a special trip to Lodge Waipa, No. 118, at Te Awamutu, for purpose of 

installing in the chair of that Lodge, Bro. A. J. Tailby, a son of the late W. Bro. William Tailby, P.G.Swd.B., 

who died at Auckland some months ago. 

M.W. Bro. Nicholson also conducted several other installations during the month, and V.W. Bro. C. L. 

MacDiarmid, Asst.Prov.G.M., and the Waikato brethren were also busy. 

At the request of M.W. Bro. Nicholson, and at short notice, W. Bro. R. Hay, P.G.D., conducted the 

installation meeting of Lodge Pone, No. 203, at Dargaville, on 28th September. W. Bro. Hay was the 

recipient of much congratulation on the excellence of his work as Installing Master. Brethren were present 

from all parts of the North. 

November is also quite a busy month for Grand officers. The meetings set down are those of Lodges 

Franklin, No. 58, at Pukekohe; Ohinemuri, No. 107, at Paeroa; Tauranga, No. 125, at that town; Tawhiri, No. 

166, at Frankton Junction; and Nau Mai, No. 177, at Taumarunui. In addition the annual meetings of Lodges 

Maungawhao, No. 168, and Morningside, No. 228, will be held in the City. 

 

The Combined Forces Lodge, No. 284, W. Bro. C. R. Hutchinson, W.M., and sixteen brethren, including 

R.W. Bro. George Barclay, G.S., motored to the Thames on 17th October, and paid an official visit to Lodge 

Sir Walter Scott, No. 15. There was a fine attendance of brethren and visitors, every local Master being 

present. R.W. Bro. Barclay delivered a lecture on "The Ceremony of Initiation." The Combined Forces 

brethren returned to Auckland the same night, well pleased with the visit. 

This Lodge will hold a re-union of their members and the Service brethren on 15th November, when it is 

expected that a large number will be present. Special arrangements have been made to ensure the success of 

the gathering, and invitations are extended to all Masons who have seen service. The Navy, Army and Air 

Forces will be present in number, when experiences and happenings at the Front will be related. It is hoped 



to make this meeting an annual one. All soldier Masons are cordially invited to attend. R.W. Bro. George 

Barclay was to have delivered an address, but the fact that he has to travel to Dunedin for the 

Communication will probably render this impossible. 

The Grand Secretary delivered several addresses during October. He was at Lodge Tawhiri, No. 166, at 

Frankton, of which Lodge he was the Charter Master, and lectured on "The Symbols of Freemasonry." In 

Lodge Karioi, No. 165, at Raglan, he lectured on "The Ceremony of Initiation." At the September meeting of 

the United Masters Lodge, No. 167, he delivered two addresses: "The Ivory Gavels of Grand Lodge" and 

"The Grand Lodge Certificate." These meetings were well attended and R.W. Bro. Barclay received a very 

hearty welcome. 

The Ara Lodge, No. 348, I.C., held an interesting emergency meeting on 16th October, when the P.Ms. 

worked the 2nd Degree. The orchestra of this Lodge has been doing excellent work of late. During the month 

it was at Lodges Ara, No. 1; St. Andrews, No. 8; and First Temple, No. 302, at all of which the brethren were 

pleased to welcome them. The Ponsonby Vocal Quartette has also been prominent in their visits during the 

last few weeks. 

The Eden Lodge, No. 1530, E.C., held a fine meeting at the end of September in the presence of a large 

attendance of brethren and visitors. The First Degree was worked. W. Bro. Massey is having a very 

successful year of office. 

The W.M. and members of Lodge Pukemiro, No. 301, attended Divine Service on 1st October, when many 

brethren and their friends were present. 

The annual ball of Lodge Takapuna, No. 202, was held in the Pirate Ship, Milford, early this month. There 

was a large attendance of members and their friends, also representatives from the City and Suburban 

Lodges. Some 85 couples took the floor. A very fine evening resulted. 

The Auckland brethren, especially the secretaries of the Lodges, congratulate The United Forces Lodge, No. 

245, Canterbury, on the report in October issue of "The Craftsman" that for the eighth year in succession, 

the. Secretary, W. Bro. J. P. E. Veale, reported "no dues outstanding." Truly a great record. 

W. Bro. H. A. Lamb, the new Grand Secretary, has taken up his residence in Auckland, and has been in 

attendance at the Grand Lodge Office since 19th October. W. Bro. Lamb is well known to many of the 

brethren in the North. They are glad to welcome him to Auckland and also to their meetings. 

R.W. Bro. M. A. Benney, P.G.W., celebrated his 79th birthday on 12th October. This fine old Mason keeps 

very well, and is still prominent in Lodge and Chapter circles. All wish him "Many Happy Returns of the 

Day." 

The installation of the W. F. Massey R.A. Chapter, No. 61, took place at Pukekohe on 16th October. V.E. 

Comp. H. A. Griggle is the new First Principal. 

The hand of the Great Leveller has been busy during the last few weeks and several brethren have passed 

hence. 

R.W. Bro. Sir Alfrd Bankart, who died after a short illness, will be sadly missed. He was most prominent in 

all Masonic work. His death is a grave shock to the Auckland brethren, and it is hard to believe he has passed 

hence. 

W. Bro. Edwin Auger, of Lodge Waitemata, had reached a great age, and his life's journey was well spent in 

acts of piety and virtue. 

W. Bro. James Mays, of Lodge Albion, No. 45, had also reached a great age, but his passing is regretted. 

Bro. Joseph Philip Kelly, of the Duke of Albany Lodge, Helensville, was well and favourably known in the 

Taranaki and Auckland Districts, died very suddenly and was buried at Waikumete. 

Others who were called away are Bro. Arthur Leonard Partelow, formerly of Lodge Waihi, No. 112, and 

Bro. Walter Taplin, a member of Lodge Auckland, No. 87. Sincere sympathy is extended to all who mourn. 

————————— 

TARANAKI NOTES. 

———<>——— 

It is pleasing to record that all the Lodges (N.Z. Constitution) in Taranaki have work in hand. 

Lodge Ngamotu installation passed off very well, W. Bro. I: W. Roy installing his successor, Bro. Griffiths, 

S.W. The work was well divided up, the G.L. officers, present and Past, taking a leading part. 

The increasing number of P.Ms. present at installation meetings is very noticeable, and seems to indicate a 

healthy condition in the Craft. 



Lodge Taranaki, No. 240, proposed travelling from Hawera to visit Ngamotu, New Plymouth, for the 

October meeting of No. 48. 

The last meeting of Lodge Stratford, No. 75, was notable for two reasons: The W.M. of Lodge Manchester, 

No. 287, W. Bro. J. T. Thompson, brought a car and some of his officers from Feilding. They did not share 

in the ritual work, but took over the whole refectory proceedings and put on a splendid programme. The 

passing of a candidate for Lodge Masterton was the second reason. 

The W.M. of Lodge Taranaki, No. 240, W. Bro. E. T. Dillon, was called to the G.L. above on 14th October, 

and although he had been ill for some time his death caused a profound sensation. The Lodge of Sorrow held 

in Hawera was attended by about 100 brethren. W. Bro. Barclay took the chair and the Prov.G.M. was 

present. 

At the graveside, W. Bro. Bayley, W.M. of Lodge Hawera, took the service. He was assisted by W. Bro. J. 

Exdahl, Chaplain of Lodge Taranaki, and W. Bro. Tisdale. The proceedings, both in the Temple and outside, 

were dignified and impressive. 

The annual meeting of the Paritutu R.A. Chapter, No. 5, took place on 4th October, and was well attended. 

The First Principal, V.E. Comp. N. B. Bellringer, installed his successor, E. Comp. J. Christofel. The Second 

Prin. was installed by R.E. Comp. J. Allister, G.Z.Dep., and the Third by R.E. Comp. H. D. Caplen, G.Supt. 

R.E. Comp. Carter, P.G.Supt., did the work of installing the W.M.M. very impressively, and well deserved 

the compliments he received. 

 

The table decorations are always a feature at Paritutu installation, and this year the "waratah" was more than 

ever in evidence, and in conjunction with scarlet tulips made a most appropriate colour scheme. The ladies 

responsible well merit the thanks of the companions. 

V.E. Comp. R. N. Free was the installing Prin. at Taka-Hoa R.A. Chapter, and everything passed off well. 

He was ably assisted by R.E. Comp. Caplen, Carter and McAllister, as well as other V.E. Comps. 

V.E. Comp. Carlson, the newly-installed First Prin., with E. Comps. Keiler and Gibbons, Second and Third 

respectively, had a very good beginning, and will, no doubt, have a happy and successful term. 

————————— 

CANTERBURY NOTES. 

———<>——— 

R.E. Comp. J. N. Carson, G.Supt., conducted the installation of Principals in Rose and Thistle R.A. Chapter, 

on 28th September. 

The Past Masters of Crown Lodge, No. 138, with W. Bro. E. Dalton in the chair, exemplified the ceremony 

of passing on 5th October. 

The First Tracing Board, with further explanations thereof, was given in Southern Cross Lodge, No. 6, 

Kaiapoi, on 5th October, by W. Bro. Hicks, of Canterbury Lodge, No. 1048, E.C., assisted by W. Bro. 

Purchase, I.P.M., and Bro. Watkins, S.W., of same Lodge. 

Ashley R.A. Chapter, No. 45, Rangiora, conferred the Royal Ark Mariner's degree on several members of the 

Chapter on 28th September. 

There was an excellent attendance at United Forces Lodge, No. 245 (Domestic Night), on 11th October, 

when W. Bro. Henty, W.M., conducted a raising. 

St. Augustine, No. 4, celebrated its eightieth anniversary on 10th October, when W. Bro. D. B. Halliday, 

assisted by other P.Ms., occupied the chair. The Lodge was very pleased to welcome on the occasion the 

oldest P.M. on the roll, W. Bro. C. D. Morris. 

The Royal Canterbury Preceptory of K.T. rehearsed the ceremony of installation at its quarterly convocation 

on 9th October. 

Two candidates presented themselves for the Mark Degree of Prince of Wales Chapter bi-monthly 

convocation on 18th October. M.E. Comp. Bingham installed V.E. Comp. C. G. Curtis as Master of the 

Mark on the same evening. 



Robert Burns, No. 139, having no special work, tyled early on their regular Lodge night, and thereafter 

visited Riccarton Lodge, No. 276. Riccarton Lodge-room was filled to overflowing on 17th October, when 

Robert Burns and other Lodges visited in full force. W. Bro. B. A. McKeown read a very interesting paper. 

R.E. Comp. Carson was in charge at the annual convocation of Crown Chapter, Sydenham, on 16th October, 

when there was an excellent attendance. 

Canterbury KU. Lodge, No. 23, Lyttelton, had a full order paper for October meeting, when in addition to 

other business, W. Bro. W. Watson was to give a lecture on the Third Tracing Board. 

The half-yearly convocation of Aotea Roa Conclave of S.M. was summoned for 24th October. 

W. Bro. J. E. Copper gave a paper of Masonic interest on 24th October, at Christchurch Lodge, No. 91. 

R.W. Bro. J. N. Du Feu, Dep.G.M., delivered an address in Lodge Concord, No. 39, on 25th October, of 

which Lodge he is a P.M. 

Bro. E. C. Barker, S.W., was elected W.M. of St. Albans, No. 2597, B.C., on 25th October. 

The W.M. of Lodge Ionic, No. 212, W. Bro. C. C. Holland, gave a lecture on the Second Degree in his 

Lodge on 26th October. 

The quarterly convocation of Dist.G.L. of Canterbury, E.C., was held in October. A large attendance of 

brethren was expected at the half-yearly convocation of Prov.G.L., held in Timaru on 28th October. 

————————— 

OTAGO COMMENTS. 

———<>——— 

Lodge Maori is to be congratulated on the commencement of its new Temple, preparations for the 

foundations of which are in progress. It is hoped to lay the Foundation stone during the progress of Annual 

Communication of Grand Lodge. 

Lodge Teviot, No. 148, spent a profitable meeting when its officers exemplified the First Degree. It is 

proposed that the floor members work the Second Degree. Without doubt this will stimulate interest and 

arouse emulation. 

Lodge Cromwell Kil., No. 98, journeyed to Lodge Palmerston, No. 26, and exemplified the ceremony of 

raising, to the satisfaction of a large company. 

R.W. Bro. S. R. Henderson, Prov.G.M., accompanied by G.L. officers, visited Lodge Ngapara, No. 68, for 

the installation of officers. There was a good attendance and the function was most successful. 

Bro. P. A. Jackson was installed as R.W.M. of Lodge Oamaru Kul. by the outgoing R.W.M., Bro. J. A. 

Meldrum. The investiture of officers was in the hands of local brethren. 

Lodge Haeremai, No. 154, observed mourning in memory of the late W. Bro. J. W. Reffills, an old and 

valued member of the Lodge. 

Bro. D. Forsyth entertained Lodge St. John, No. 84, with his interesting and instructive lecture on "The 

History of Freemasonry." 

 

R.W. Bro. W. F. Devine, P.G.W., gave Lodge Ionic his excellent lecture, "What Bearing, if any, has the 

Religions of the East on Freemasonry," and was specially thanked for his fine effort. 



The ceremony of the Third Degree was worked in Lodge St. Thomas Kil., No. 83, by the W.M. and officers 

of Lodge Clinton, No. 183. 

The installation of Lodge Oceanic, No. 154, was the occasion of a large assembly, including R.W. Bro. G. R. 

Henderson, Prov.G.M., and G.L. officers, who were honoured by the presence of the pipers, who led the 

procession in characteristic style. Bro. H. B. Kent was installed by the Prov.G.M,, and should be pleased 

with an excellent meeting. Features of the refectory proceedings were fine efforts by a double quartette in 

two items and an interesting ventriloquial dialogue by Bro. Eggers and his "assistant." 

Lodge Timaru, No. 196, paid a visit to the Service Lodge, No. 237, and conducted the ceremony of the 

Second Degree with a satisfactory working. W. Bro. Inglis, W.M., was supported by officers who were in the 

machine-gun section in the Great War, and naturally there was a most happy reunion. The refectory 

proceedings were reminiscent and enjoyable. 

Honour was done to R.W. Bro. J. H. Moir, P.Prov.G.M., whose service during four years of office was most 

fittingly acknowledged by the presentation of a full dress suit of regalia at the last meeting of the Service 

Lodge. In making the presentation, R.W. Bro. W. Lishner bore valued testimony to the excellent work done 

by R.W. Bro. J. H. Moir, and on behalf of the brethren of the Otago District invested him with the regalia 

abovenamed. R.W. Bro. Moir suitably replied, thanking the brethren for their kind gift. 

Lodge Morning Star, No. 192, fittingly celebrated their 21st anniversary at their last meeting, when the 

proceedings were in complete harmony with the occasion. 

R.W. Bro. Jas. Quaile, P.G.W., first W.M., was received with the P.Ms., and assumed the Chair of K.S. to 

receive R.W. Bro. G. R. Henderson, Prov.G.M., who in turn received M.W. Bro, J. J. Clark, P.G.M., and G.I. 

officers. 

R.W. Bro. Quaile was entrusted with "In 

Memoriam of Departed Brethren," and capably 

and feelingly fulfilled his trust. M.W. Bro. Clark's 

address on "The Influence of Freemasonry" was 

timely and helpful. W. Bro. R. S. .J. A. Macdonald 

submitted the Lodge's history. In the refectory  

W. Bro. Foley was interestingly reminiscent. R.W. 

Bro. G. R. Henderson, Prov.G.M., tendered "Many 

Happy Returns of the Day," and presented the 

W.M. with the time-honoured key. 

The reply was entrusted to R.W. Bro. Qualle, who 

was in happy vein, and his effort will be long 

remembered. 

The installation of Bro. Chr. George as W.M. of the Lodge Otago, No. 7, was a happy and successful 

function in every detail. R.W. Bro. Henderson, Prov.G.M., was I.M. There was a strong Board of I.Ms. and 

an excellent attendance. 

M.W. Bro. Thos. Ross, P.G.M., gave an interesting resume of the early history of Grand Lodge, with which 

the Lodge of Otago was intimately associated. Everything points to a successful year. 

Recent functions have been graced by the presence of M.W. Bros. Thos. Ross, E. W. G. H. Watts, and J. J. 

Clark, P.G.M.s., and R.W. Bros. W. Lishner and J. H. Moir, P.Prov.G.Ms., whose zeal is well known and 

whose presence is always appreciated. 

————————— 

SOUTHLAND NOTES. 

———<>——— 

It is indeed pleasing to see W. Bro. Jas. Greer back again at the various meetings after his recent serious 

illness. 

R.E. Comps. E. C. Smith, F. A. Steans and G. E. Charlton paid a visit to Cromwell Chapter (Otago District) 

on 21st October, on the occasion of their annual installation, 

Lodge St. John, No. 94, paid an official visit to Lodge Taringatura, No. 100, on 16th October, and worked 

the ceremony of raising. 

It was unfortunate that the installation of Lodge Edendale should clash with the monthly meeting of Southern 

Cross R. A. Chapter. 



W. Bro. G. Charlton, G.W., has been laid up of late with a sprained shoulder. 

The annual installation meetings of Lodge Mataura and Wallace, held during the past month, were most 

enjoyable functions. 

Lodge Wallace, No. 129, held a "ball" in conjunction with their annual meeting. 

Comp. Wm. Millar and his orchestra did much to make the recent Southern Cross R.A. installation the 

success it undoubtedly was. 

The Combined Social Committee recently handed over to the Hall Company the sum of £40 as the result of 

activities during the past winter. 

The annual installation of Lodge Winton, No. 108, early this month will conclude the installation season in 

the Southland District. 

The Wallace R.A. Chapter installation was held on 26th October, in the presence of a good attendance of 

companions. 

On the same date the annual meeting of shareholders of the Invercargill Freemasons Hall Company was held 

in the Forth Street Temple. The year's working disclosed a very satisfactory condition in spite of the many 

obstacles to be surmounted. 

The Southland District should be well represented at the forthcoming Annual Communication in Dunedin. 

 

Now that the long days are with us and the bowling matches commencing, the attendances at Craft and 

Temple meetings will in all probability suffer. 

The action of Lodge Victoria, No. 147, in supplying a candidate for Lodge Waihopai, No. 189, at its October 

meeting was greatly appreciated by the Waihopai brethren. 

The attendance at the Mataura installation was excellent in several ways; over twenty G.L. officers were 

present to support R.W. Bro. Jas. Manson, Prov.G.M. 

The ceremony of Advancement was worked by the officers of Mark Degree in Southern Cross R.A. Chapter 

at the October meeting. 

Lodges Winton, No. 108, and Wairaki, No. 145, are at present working at high pressure. 

A couple of old-time photographs showing W. Bro. Sawyers in the act of making the Master's chair in use in 

the Forth Street Temple, recently came into the possession of the Invercargill Freemasons' Hall Company. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Reports. 
It is requested that Correspondents will be good enough to limit the length of their reports by making them as concise 

and brief as possible. The Editor reserves the right to condense and shorten over-long reports. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

CRAFT LODGES. 

———<>——— 

SOUTHLAND. 

Mataura, No. 174.—The Annual Installation of Master and the investiture of his officers was conducted on 

11th October by R.W. Bro. Jas. Manson, Prov.G.M., and Grand Lodge officers in the presence of a splendid 

attendance of members and visitors. W. Bro. G. J. Yule carried out the duties of D.C. A splendid B. of M. 

assembled to do honour to the Master-elect, Bro. Wm. Murdock McLean. In like manner due 

acknowledgment was made by the brethren in the various degrees with much enthusiasm. The W.Ts. were 

presented by R.W. Bro. T. M. Rankin, P.D.G.M., W. Bros. H. Domigan (No. 49), J. Halliday (No. 63), W. 

Byars (No. 289), and the Address by the I.M. The Wardens were invested by R.W. Bro. A. Derbie, 

P.Prov.G.M., and addressed by R.W. Bro. T. M. Rankin. The Address to the Brethren was given by R.W. 



Bro. F. A. Steans, P.Prov.G.M. The junior 

officers were invested by R.W. Bro. E. C. Smith, 

P.Prov.G.M., W. Bros. S. Rice, P.G.S., J. C 

Imlay, PG.S., H. J. Farrant, P.G.St.B., and A. L. 

Dolomore, J.G.D. The usual, W. and O. 

collection was well responded to. The newly 

installed Master briefly returned thanks to all who 

had helped to make the meeting so successful. A 

most enjoyable social hour was held in the 

Oddfellows' Hall. List of Officers: W.M., W. Bro. 

Wm. McLean; I.P.M., W. Bro. D. Russell; .S.W., 

Bro. W. Buchanan; J.W., Bro. W. T. Richmond; 

Chap, W. Bro. J. McDonald; Treas., W. Bro. J. 

Buchanan; Sec.. W. Bro. J. J. Griffiths; D.C., W. 

Bro. J. H. Sutherland; S.D., Bro. J. R. Dodds; 

J.D., Bro. C. H. Hargest; I.G., Bro. N. Wright; 

Ss., Bros. R. Pryde, A. W. Reed and Jas. Stuart; 

Tyler, Bro. T. Piercy.—[Lodge Correspondent.] 

———————— 

OTAGO. 

Otago, No. 7.—The Installation of this old Lodge 

was successful in every detail. There was a full 

representative attendance and the utmost 

harmony prevailed. M.W. Bro. Thos. Ross, 

P.G.M., was present with G.L. officers. Bro. Chr. 

George was installed by R.W. Bro. G. R. 

Henderson, Prov.G.M., assisted by R.W. Bro. J. 

H. Moir, P.Prov,G.M The W.Ts. were presented 

by W. Bros. W. T. Haig (Morning Star, No. 192), 

F. L. Crosbie (Maori, No. 106), and M. C. Craig 

(Doric, No. 275). M.W. Bro. Thos. Ross 

presented the Charter, B.C. and By-laws, and 

R.W. Bro. J. H. Moir addressed the W.M. V.W. 

Bro. S. F. Bridgman invested the D.M. and the 

Wardens, the latter being addressed by R.W. Bro. 

W. Lishner, P.Prov.G.M. The officers were 

invested by V.W. Bro. J. R. Dreaver, P.G.D.C.; 

W. Bro. J. D. King, P.G.St., and Geo. Glue, 

G.Purs. The Brethren were addressed by R.W. 

Bro. C. Grater, P.G.W. A solo was contributed by 

Bro. R. H. Bryant. Bro. L. D. Asters was 

trumpeter, and W. Bro. J. C. Easton, P.G.O., 

presided at the organ. V.W. Bro. S. F. Bridgman, 

P.Pres. Bd. Ben., presented P.M. jewel to W. Bro. 

W. G. Fleming, I.P.M., who suitably responded. 

The refectory proceedings were quite in harmony 

with a successful function. The following are the 

officers: W.M., Christopher George; D.M., G. T. 

Baylee; S.W., W. Cormack; J.W., F. C. Nicholls; 

Chap. F. W. Carley; Treas., J. E. Atkins; Sec., S. 

F. Bridgman; Asst. Sec., S. V. Wilson; D.C., H. 

E. Barth; Asst.D.C., J. F. Sutherland; S.D., W. S. 

Cayzer; J.D., C. A. Lucas; Org., J. C. Easton, 

P.G.O.; I.G., M. C. Austen; Ss., W. Mawhinney (Senior), L. D. Brown, W. J. Kerr, G. Watson, jun., J. J. 

Sythes, W. J. Holden, J. M. Hood; Tyler, J. Calderwood.—[Lodge Correspondent.] 

———— 



Palmerston, No. 26.—The ordinary monthly meeting was held on September 21st, when the W.M., officers 

and brethren of Lodge Karitane, No. 221, paid us a fraternal visit and raised a candidate. The chairs were 

occupied as follows: W.M., W. Bro. Knight; 1.P.M., W. Bro. McKillop; S.W., Bro. Dodd; J.W., Bro. Milne; 

S.D., Bro. Tait; J.D., Bro. Bannatyne; 1.G., Bro. Patterson; Chap., W. Bro. Timmins, G.S.; D.C., W. Bro. 

Templeton; Organist, Bro. Ford. The candidate, who has passed his three score years and ten, proved an 

intelligent and interested candidate. The ob. was given by the W.M.; W. Bro. Templeton imparted the Ss. 

and the candidate was invested by S.W., Bro. Dodd, additional remarks by W. Bro. Park. The Exit, was car-

ried out by Bro. Bannatyne, assisted by W. Bros. Timmins and Knight, along with S. and J.W.'s Emblems by 

W. Bro. McKillop; Ss., W. Bro. McGill; T.H., S.D., Bro. Tait; Add-Ss., S.W.; W.Ts., Bro. Milne; F.Ch., W. 

Bro. Park; and the . V.S.L. was presented to the candidate by W, Bro. Timmins, G.S. Many visitors were 

present and were entertained in the refectory, where a couple of very pleasant hours were spent. 

W. Bro. Pickett (W.M.), accompanied by twelve brethren, motored to Oamaru to pay a fraternal visit to 

Lodge Oamaru, No. 260, and witness the installation of Bro. H. E. Watson and investiture of officers. W. 

Bro. Pickett had the pleasure of presenting one of the Working Tools in one degree. The brethren of Lodge 

Palmerston were much impressed by the magnificence of the present temple and commodious refectory 

recently completed by the Oamaru. Lodges. The brethren of Oamaru are to be heartily congratulated on their 

enterprise and attainment. The refectory was well filled and everything appeared to go with a swing. Many 

old friends were greeted and new ones cemented.—[Lodge Correspondent.] 

———— 

Maori, No. 105.—Mention was made in these Notes recently of the loyal support the P.Ms. give their 

mother Lodge, and there was striking confirmation of this at the October meeting. W.M., Bro. F. L. Crosbie, 

after welcoming visitors from numerous sister Lodges and Constitutions and Bro. Bailey, S.W., Lodge 

Waitaki, handed the gavel to W. Bro. C. Seelye, P.M., who was supported by an exceptionally large number 

of P.Ms. of the Lodge, to allow him the privilege of raising a candidate. The most impressive manner in 

which the P.Ms. worked the degree was an inspiration and could not fail to be helpful to the present and 

future officers, and it was well worth witnessing the dignified ceremonial. After Ob. the candidate, W. Bro. 

C. Seelye was well supported by W. Bros. T. F. Rodger, S.S.; W. Campbell, .Exh.; Jas. Donaldson, L.M.M.; 

A. Jordan, Sub S.S.; E. T. Monk, T.H.; G. Green, Inv.; T. Harridge, Ch. after Inv.; L. Page, W.Ts.; R. E. 

McLean, Final; and J. Veitch, V.S.L. It is hoped that a start will have been made with the erection of the new 

temple before this report appears, and it is the sincere hope of the Lodge that the M.W. G.M. will lay the 

foundation stone in November. Bro. T. Marlow has been kept busy with his latest lecture at various Lodges, 

illustrated by a set of beautiful lantern slides. The Lodge is also deeply indebted to hint for drawing up plans 

and specifications of the new temple. It is remarkable how he finds time to so wholeheartedly support 

Freemasonry. —[Lodge Correspondent.] 

———————— 

CANTERBURY. 

Unanimity, No. 3.—The monthly meeting was held on 3rd October, there being a fine attendance of visitors 

and brethren. The W.M., W. Bro. D. S. Kerr, presided, and after business had been transacted and visitors 

admitted, handed the gavel to W. Bro. H. Ayres, P.M., who occupied the chair, and called on W. Bro. C. E. 

Owen to take over the position of D.C. and conduct the Past Masters to their allotted offices for the purpose 

of raising a candidate to the degree of M.M. The Lodge was officered and the work performed by the 

following W. Brethren:— W.M., H. Ayres, Ob.; I.P.M., C. H. Roud, L. of A.A.; S.W., D. E. L. Collett, Ss.; 

J.W., S. Rowe, Ch. after Inv.; Chap., H. Oates, 15 F,C.; D.C., C. E. Owen, W.Ts.; Org., F. N. Kerr, Further 

Exp. and T.B.; S.D., J. K. Nather, Final Ch.; J.D., J. A. Scott, 2nd Part T.H.; I.G., J. Barwick, Exhort. W. 

Bro. T. Hempstalk, P.M., Canterbury Kil., 23, presented the V.S.L. The ceremony was conducted in the 

usual efficient manner of the P.Ms. Four Lodges were represented by their W.Ms., namely St. Augustine, 

Canterbury Kilwinning, Sumner, and Cashmere, who all had good followings of P.Ms. and brethren. The 

usual pleasant hour was afterwards spent in the refectory. [Lodge Correspondent.] 

———— 

 



Concord, No. 39.—The regular monthly meeting 

was held in the Masonic Hall, Frank Street; 

Papanui, on 27th September. There being no 

degree work, the Lodge was tyled early, to carry 

out the necessary routine business. The brethren 

then retired to the refectory and entertained their 

lady friends, as a small compensation for the 

many evenings they were left to themselves, 

while the brethren attended to their Masonic 

duties. A delightful evening was spent with 

musical items, recitations, and community 

singing interspersed with dancing. A happy 

atmosphere was created at the outset, which 

permeated throughout the whole evening.—

[Lodge Correspondent.] 

———— 

St. Augustine, No. 99.—The regular monthly 

meeting was held in the Masonic Temple on 11th 

September, W. Bro. A. W. Good, W.M., 

presiding in the chair of K.S. over a fair 

attendance of brethren. The regular business 

being disposed of', the Lodge was opened in the 

Second Degree, and the ceremony of passing a 

candidate was carried out in a very able manner 

by the W.M. and officers, assisted by the P.Ms. 

of the Lodge, the charges being given by the 

following: Ob., W.M.; Ss., W. Bro. J. Bird; Inv. 

and W.Ts., Bro. D. McDiarmid, S.W.; S.E. Add., 

W. Bro. J. A. Lash; Final Ch., W. Bro. S. I. Fitch. 

A pleasant hour was spent in the refectory.—

[Lodge Correspondent.] 

———————— 

AUCKLAND. 

Ara, No. 348, I.C.—The Lodge is having a 

successful and busy year under the guidance of 

W. Bro. P. E. Hayward, W.M.; quite a number of 

degrees have been worked since his installation 

in June last and good meetings-have been held. 

The Past Masters were in the chairs at an 

emergency meeting on October 16th, when the 

Second Degree was worked in a finished manner, 

clearly showing that the P.Ms. have not lost the 

high standard which has prevailed for many long 

years. The gavel was handed to W. Bro. J. Ward, 

who very ably filled the office of W.M., was 

assisted by: S.W., W. Bro. J. L. Webster; J.W., 

W. Bro. N. McKenzie-Smith; S.D., V.W. Bro. K. 

Brookfield; J.D., W. Bro. M. Spencer; and I.G., 

W. Bro. E. Ashby. The Chap. was V.W. Bro. A. 

G. Lee and V.W. Bro. R. S. Thorburn was D. of 

C. W. Bro. Emmerson, a P.G.O from England, 

was at the organ, and the orchestra very largely 

assisted in the musical side of the. degree The Ob. and Ss. were given by W. Bro. Ward; the S.E.C. by W. 

Bro. Mackay, W.M. of Lodge Te Awamutu, No. 2221, the Apron Charge by W. Bro. Moody, W.M. of 

Lodge Ararangi, No. 297; W.Ts. were presented by W. Bro. McKenzie-Smith; the Final Charge by W. Bro. 

Webster and R.W. Bro. F. Wiseman delivered the lecture on the T.B. Amongst the visitors were the W.Ms. 



and brethren of Lodges Te Awamutu and 

Ararangi, both of which meet on the first 

Monday in each month (our regular date), so 

exchange of visits is not possible except at 

special meetings. Visiting brethren are always 

welcome, and it may interest them to know that 

speeches and toasts, other than that of the 

"King" are not the rule in this Lodge.—[Lodge 

Correspondent.] 

———————— 

TARANAKI. 

Moa, No. 110.—That the change in the regular 

meeting night from the second Friday to the 

third Monday meets with universal approval 

among members of Lodge Moa was 

demonstrated at the October meeting, when 

there was an exceptionally large attendance of 

floor members. The W.Ms. of Lodges Sir 

Donald McLean, No. 1646, E.C., Waitara, 

Mount Egmont, E.C., and Te Henui attended 

with officers and brethren, and several other 

Lodges were also represented. The Third Degree 

was worked and went through smoothly. W. 

Bro. Arthur Leech, A.G.D.C., was presented by 

the Lodge with a Past Master's jewel. W. Bro. 

Winfield made the presentation and praised the 

devotion that the recipient had shown to Lodge 

Moa over a period of many years. A candidate 

for initiation and joining member were 

proposed. The refectory proceedings were 

exceedingly happy and an excellent musical 

programme was enjoyed.—[Lodge 

Correspondent.] 

———— 

Taranaki, No. 240.—At the regular monthly 

meeting held on 21st September, W. Bro. S. J. 

Tidswell, Dep. Master, presided over a good 

attendance of members and a large number of 

visitors. The ceremonial work was the initiation 

of the son of the first Master of the Lodge, who 

had the pleasure of Ob. the candidate. The 

remainder of the charges being as follows: L.L., 

W. Bro. Pickering, Lodge Te Henui; Ss., W. 

Bro. Leach, G.A.D.C., Lodge Moa; Inv., W. 

Bro. Westaway, Hawera Lodge; Ch. after Inv., 

W. Bro. Buckeridge; N.E.C., V.W. Bro. A. 

Black, P.G.D.C.; R. for P., W. Bro. Pizzey, Hula 

Lodge; W.Ts., Bro. Dickson, St. Andrew Kil.; 

F.C., Bro. Simpkiss, Lodge Ngamotu. B. of C. 

and B.L., W. Bro. Tidswell. The Charity Ode 

was impressively sung by Bro. M. R. Jones. A 

most enjoyable time was spent in the refectory, 

when congratulations were extended to the candidate and his father. Some splendid novelty items were 

rendered by the visitors.—[Lodge Correspondent.] 

 



—————————— 

ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS. 

———<>——— 

Horowhenua, No. 63.—The September Convocation of the Chapter proved full of interest, the business, in 

addition to the usual routine, including nomination of officers, two ballots, and an advancement. The 1st 

Prins., V.E. Comp. W. H. Potts, took occasion to refer to the past history of the Chapter and the traditions 

that were being .steadily built up. Founded in November, 1926, the Chapter showed no signs of a diminished 

virility, but rather continued to grow in strength and influence. It had been fortunate in that the original 

officers were still in the district, with one exception, and continued their earlier interest. V.E. Comp. Potts 

then asked the original officers of the Chapter to confer the M.M.M. degree; to many, pleasant memories 

were recalled by the work of the following officers: W.M.M., W. Bro. R. J. Foss; S.W., W. Bro. L. J. Hunter; 

J.W., W. Bro J. W. Bishop; Reg., Bro. F. G. Roe; Chap., Bro. W. R. Jack; M.O., W. Bro. W. Jenson; S.O., 

W. Bro. W. G. Bishop; J.O., W. Bro. Potts; S.D., Bro. G. D. Hamilton; J.D., Bro. H. Walker; I.G., Bro. A. J. 

Petherick. The Lecture was given by W. Bro. Hunter, the Ss. by W. Bro. Jenson; the Charter presented by 

Bro. J. W. Bishop, the W.Ts. were presented by W. Bro. W. G. Bishop, and the Final Charge was delivered 

by W. Bro. Potts. Opportunity was taken later by W. Bro. R. J. Foss to acknowledge the kindly wish of the 

officers for the Founders of the Chapter to conduct a ceremony once again. Subsequently, the candidate 

made fitting reference to the ceremony and the special circumstances of his advancement.—[Chapter 

Correspondent.] 

—————————— 

A. & S. RITE. 

———<>——— 

Nelson Provincial Chapter, No. 221.—The annual installation meeting of the Chapter took place on 

Monday, October 2nd in the Masonic Temple, Collingwood Street, Nelson. The Chapter was opened by the 

I.P.M.W.S., E. and P. Bro. S. Cannington, and after regular business had been dealt with the G.I.G. for South 

Island, V. Ill. Bro. S. Clifton Bingham, 33°, accompanied by Ill. Bro. Redman, 30°, were welcomed for the 

purpose of Installation of the M.W.S.-elect, E. and P. Bro. F. C. J. Cockburn, and investiture of officers. 

After the ceremony of Installation, V. Ill. Bro. Bingham made feeling reference to the great loss the Chapter 

had sustained by the death of the late M.W.S., E. and P. Bro. W. F. Thomson, and our esteemed Treasurer, E. 

and P. Bro. James Williams, P.M.W.S. Ill. Bro. R. W. Stiles, .30°, again acted as D. of C., while Ill. Bro. J. 

L. Ching, 30°, invested the officers. Before the calls were made, a pleasing sacred solo, "I will Lift up Mine 

Eyes," was rendered by E. and P. Bro. D. Bishop, accompanied by E. and P. Bro. Smith, of Sovereign 

Chapter. The G.I.G. then .gave a very interesting address on "Maundy" Thursday, which was much 

appreciated by the brethren. The 3rd point was very ably worked by Ill. Bro. Redman, 30°. The refectory 

proceedings were particularly enjoyable, and hearty thanks are due to our M.W.S. for decorations, coloured 

lights, etc., as well as a very well got up printed programme. It can be safely said this was one of the most 

successful Rose Croix gatherings held in Nelson for some time.—[Chapter Correspondent.] 

 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


