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THE BRETHREN ON THE FLOOR.

—_—<>
THE recent lengthy list of proposed amendments to Galws induces reflection as to what proportion @f th
brethren subject to these laws individually integdgshemselves sufficiently to even find out wihnetyt were
all about. As regards' the vast majority it mayth@ut much fear of error, be taken as, unfortugatatly
too true that the decision in connection with thas®ndments was left to the judgment of a few agpeed
brethren in the Lodges, and the result acceptddthénkfulness that a somewhat tedious job wasisitye
got out of the way. The same course of apathdismee on the more experienced few is the ruleerattan
the exception in regard to the decision upon gomstcoining before the Lodges as part of the basine
routine at ordinary meetings. Matters which shdaddully discussed by the Lodge as a Lodge, which
should be thoroughly understood of every brothetherfloor, acquiesced in or opposed, receive the
scantiest treatment, the general idea being tedtthM., the officers, and the P.Ms. will see thaerything
is all right. It is very desirable, of course, thiadse who have not yet attained high rank, oceffshould
show it reasonable deference to and respect faygiméons of those older and more experienceden th
Craft. But to this end no brother on the floor ddaabrogate his high privilege and duty of pershynal
knowing and understanding everything that is ddfexting his Lodge, and of expressing his views
thereupon, tersely, clearly, and fearlessly, wihenaccasion requires it. And if his duty to his gedand
himself demands this alert and intelligent inteieghe administration of Lodge matters, how muairens
it not demanded in the case of the administratio@ k.. of the affairs of the whole of the Craftthre
Dominion !

It is said of constitutionally governed countrigglaaommunities that they get just such governmenthey
deserve. A very little reflection will serve to stathe truth of this, since government is in thedsaf the
people, who have the selection of those who ruér them. To labour the point would be absurd. Bat t
sante immutable law applies to the administratibthe Craft and the individual Lodges. Where there
apathy on the part of the members, or a generhhgriless to delegate to a few the responsibildies
duties of the whole, whatever short-comings theag be, either as regards G.L. management or oxdinar
Lodge administration, the members as a whole mestat the blame. There seem to be two causes
operating to bring about a general apathy on tinegfahe brethren on the floor in connection baith

G.L. matters and ordinary Lodge affairs. One isithygression, alluded to previously, that the thecefs,
and the P.Ms. will see to everything being doneeaxity. The other is a disinclination to the debgtior
discussion of, questions because the time in tthgelsoom will be unduly prolonged, and the procegslin
the refectory correspondingly curtailed. As to fiilener, it may be true that the experienced bretiorethe
dais and the officers of the Lodge may be relieshygenerally speaking, to do what is right angpprpbut
this does not relieve any brother on the floorisfdwn personal responsibility in the matters deith, or
of his duty to know or understand what is beingeja@nd if necessary to support or oppose it. Athfer
latter cause, it cannot be too strongly impresgeEmhall the brethren, whether on the dais, in effar on
the floor, that the real object for which a Lodgeats is the business transacted within the lodgeyrd hat
is what is important. The proceedings in the refigcafterwards, pleasant though they may be, anihha
their uses and value, are relatively quite unimgdrtBrethren who would sacrifice any part of thege-
roosts ceremony or procedure for the mere socjayerent in the refectory have yet much to leartoas
what constitutes the genuine Freemason, The sdrigtinsis that every member of the Craft shouldetak
live and intelligent interest in the affairs of IgsL. and of his own Lodge. Only so can good aridieht
government be assured in either case, and, agthayost numerous, that most desirable consummation
rests wills the brethren on the floor,




